
A Treasury is the name of
a place, where valuable
and rare things are safely 
stored. Many churches had 
treasuries, where important 
and holy objects were kept.

 

Did you know?Challenge yourself to 

discover all the artefacts 

on the trail, and record 

and sketch their details 

like an Archaeologist! 

Activity Book 

The TreasurY Trail
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For exploring The Treasury – Celtic and Early

Christian Ireland, exhibition



Enter the Treasury exhibition.
Go through the archway and 
hunt for a long bronze horn.

Gold Boat, 
Broighter, Co Derry

Look nearby for a 
very small gold boat.

This is a musical instrument, a horn, 

which was played by people who lived 

in Ireland during the Iron Age, over 2200 

years ago. It had a very very loud sound.  

In Europe similar horns were played  

by people called Celts, during battles,  

to frighten their enemies. 

Which musical instrument 
would you play loudly  
to frighten people?  
Write the name here

 

Is there any decoration  
on the horn? 	Tick the answer 

  YES	   NO			 

Bronze Horn, Loughnashade, Co Armagh 
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The Ardagh Chalice, 
Ardagh, Co Limerick

Read the label and fill  
in the sentence below:	
The Ardagh Chalice was 
made 1200 years ago in

   AD. 

Can you see the almost 
hidden initials of the 
apostles on the silver  
cup? Write one of them 
down here.

 	

This gold boat was found with neck 

ornaments and what appears to be a mini-

cauldron! In 1896 they were discovered 

by two farmers, whilst ploughing the soil 

at Broighter, close to the ancient shore 

at Lough Foyle! According to mythology, 

Lough Foyle is connected to the Irish sea 

god Manannán mac Lir. 

Imagine digging for potatoes in a 

ringfort and finding a chalice instead! 

This is exactly how this silver chalice 

was found, in 1868, by a boy at Reerasta, 

Ardagh, Co. Limerick. Chalices are used 

in churches during the Christian mass.

Did you know?

The Sam Maguire Cup is given annually to the winners 
of the Irish GAA Gaelic football championship. It was 
inspired by the shape and design of the Ardagh chalice.

Go into the centre of the room 
and look for the Ardagh Chalice.

How many oars can 
you see on the boat?

 
	
Do you think a gold boat was  
a good gift for a sea god? 	
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Look nearby for the Tara Brooch.

This brooch of silver and gold was 

made for an important person to wear  

on their cloak. Look at the tiny gold 

designs and search for the mysterious 

animal head on the pin of the brooch.

How many long-beaked 
birds are on the pin  
of the brooch? 

 

How many eyes does 
the animal on the pin  
of the brooch have? 

 

The Tara Brooch, 
Bettystown, Co Meath. 
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Continue around the exhibition
and look for an arm-shaped shrine.

A shrine is the name given to a box 

or place, where something holy is 

displayed or kept safe. This shrine 

houses the arm bones of St Lachtin.

Can you see the  
snakes on the arm? 

  YES	   NO	

The Shrine of 
St Lachtin’s Arm, 
Donaghmore, Co Cork. 
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Did you know?

A shrine is the name given 
to an object or place inside 
of which is something holy. 
This shrine houses the arm 
bones of St Lachtin. 



Go through the door at the end 
of the room and look for 
a large stone at the back wall.
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Try and
record
the Ogham
carvings
markings
which you
see on the
stone from
Monataggert,
Co Cork.

Ogham Stone 

Some Ogham stones seem to have 

been land markers; others are for 

remembering important people or 

marking out graves. The Ogham 

alphabet has 20 letters shown as lines 

or strokes at different angles on a line. 

Did you know?

Ogham is the earliest known 
writing system in Ireland. 
Over 1600 years ago, during 
the 4th century AD, people 
began to carve it into wood 
and stone! 
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Look for the manuscript pages 
from the Faddan More Psalter 
displayed in the central cases.

Faddan More is the name of the bog  

in Tipperary where this book was found  

in 2006. 

This book was written by hand by a monk 

in a Monastery. Today, not many people 

can write in the beautiful writing with 

which the monks wrote, called calligraphy. 

This book was written around 1200 years 

ago, when very few people knew how to 

write and to read.

Write your name here

Psalter, 
Faddan More, Co Tipperary

A Psalter is a book  
full poems and hymns  
from the Bible, which  
are known as psalms.

Did you know?
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Image of Scribe from Giraldus Cambrensis  
Ms700, f.30r, National Library of Ireland. ©



Now go into the last room of the 
exhibition. Explore more about the 
designs and patterns used on the objects.

Gold Boat, 
Hoard of Gold Objects, 
Broighter, Co Derry

Don’t forget to make a rubbing of the 
patterns using the crayons and paper! 

To discover more Activity Sheets contact:

Education and Outreach Department 

National Museum of Ireland - Archaeology

Kildare Street, Dublin 2 

Telephone: 00 353 1 677 7444 

Museum website: www.museum.ie

MY FAVOURITE

Which was your favourite 
object of all the artefacts 
which you saw in the Treasury 
exhibition? Write the name here 

An artefact is  
an object made by 
people in the past. 

Did you know?
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