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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE BOARD OF THE
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

2007 was a year of significance in a number of respects
for the National Museum of Ireland. It was marked
by the achievement of the astonishing one million
visitors to the Museum for the first time in its history.
2007 was the 150th anniversary of the opening of the

Natural History Museum on Merrion Street.

In July there was an unfortunate accident at the
Natural History Museum in which up to fifteen
persons were injured when a portion of the stairs
collapsed. The response of the Emergency Services,
Gardai and staff of the Museum was comprehensive

and effective. The Board expresses its thanks for this.

The Board formally approved the redevelopment
plan for the Natural History Museum in February
2007. Significant development and expenditure
plans were announced at the beginning of the

year. At a Press Conference on 24th January 2007
the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Mr John
O’Donoghue announced details of cultural projects
to be funded under the National Development Plan.
The following provisions were made for the National

Museum namely:

«  Central Block, Collins Barracks and
Asgard gallery - €70 million

*  Redevelopment of the Natural History
Museum - €15 million

*  General Capital Works - €26 million

»  Shared Storage Facilities for Cultural

Institutions — €30 million

The National Museum looks forward to
developments consequent upon the aforesaid
provisions and is keen to progress with those

works at the earliest possible time.

Issues of Corporate Governance in accordance
with the Code of Practice for the Governance of
State Bodies have been complied with under all
relevant regulatory headings in accordance with the
obligations attaching to the National Museum for
the year 2007.

Conservation work on the Asgard began early in
the year on this importance project. The Museum
had a spectacularly successful exhibition with

the Sea Stallion in August. This important event
attracted widespread acclaim. Guest of Honour,
poet Seamus Heaney, added to the cultural richness
of the occasion at the formal event on 17th August
at Clarke’s Square, Collins Barracks. This very
successful event spoke an eloquent testimony to
the subject matter of the exhibition. The Irish High
Crosses went on display and this too also captured

widespread interest and acclaim.

The National Museum of Ireland - Country Life

at Castlebar went from strength to strength. The
appointment of Tony Candon as Manager/Keeper at
Turlough Park is likely to further enhance the good-

news-story of this important museum.

The National Museum is proud to have purchased
through Adams the precious and important Stanley

Collection incorporating 950 historical items.

A number of other successful and significant
exhibitions also took place through 2007 including
the Franciscans Faith: Sacred Art in Ireland 1600-1750;
Neilli Mulcahy - Irish Haute Couture of the 50s and 60s.
I am pleased to report that the Museum received a
substantial donation of clothing, fabrics and related

archives from designer, Neilli Mulcahy.

There was also an exhibition of paintings and
sketches by Lorcan Walshe entitled The Artefacts
Project. This was a worthy exhibition and will, no
doubt, spread the message of the cultural and artistic
beauty of those objects to an audience additional to
those who enjoy the artefacts themselves. Mention
should also be made of the exhibitions in Kildare St
that captivated a very wide and acclaimed audience,
namely that of Life and Death in the Roman World,
The Rites of Passage — the excavation of the Mound of

the Hostages.



Great work has gone into the preparation of the
Statement of Strategy this year and this important
work will be completed early next year. Likewise very
considerable work has been done in relation to a
Procurement Policy for the National Museum and
this will be brought to its final stage early in 2008.
Comprehensive work is under in relation to Risk

Management at the Museum.

The Board continues to work closely and effectively
with the Director and his staff and wishes to express
its thanks for their great work throughout the year.
Likewise the National Museum continues to work
closely with the OPW and the Board wishes to
acknowledge the work being done by it on behalf of
the National Museum. Finally and importantly the
Board would wish to thank the Minister for Arts,
Sport and Tourism, the Secretary General and staff
of the Department for the great support and co-

operation received by the Board from them in 2007.
Ar aghiadh leis an obair!
Dr. John O’Mahony SC

Chairman

Board of the National Museum of Ireland



Bliain tdbhachtach ar roinnt mhaith ctiseanna ab
ea 2007 in Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann. Lena linn
a d’éirigh leis an Musaem don chéad uair riamh
millidn cuairteoiri a fhail, idar iontais. Coméradh
150 bliain Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann — Stair an
Dulra i Sraid Mhuirfean.

Is trua gur tharla timpist i mi [Uil i hArd-Mhtsaem
na hEireann - Stair an Dulra agus gur gortaiodh
ctig duine déag nuair a thit cuid den staighre
anuas. Rinne na Seirbhisi Eigeandéla, an Garda
Siochdna agus foireann an Mhusaeim de réir a
ndualgais go cuimsitheach agus go héifeachtach.
Gabhann an Bord buiochas leo dé bharr.

Rinne an Bord an plean athfhorbartha d’Ard-
Mhusaem na hEireann - Stair an Dtlra a
fhaomhadh i mi Feabhra 2007. Fégraiodh
pleananna tdbhachtacha don fhorbairt agus don
chaiteachas i dtosach na bliana. D’fhégair an
tAire Ealaion, Spéirt agus Turaséireachta, Sean O
Donnchu, ag preas-6caid ar 24 Eandir 2007, sonrai
na dtionscnamh culttrtha a bhi le maoinit faoi
scith an Phlean Forbartha Ndisiunta. Rinneadh

soldthar don Ard-Mhtisaem mar seo a leanas:

*  Bloc larnach, Dan Ui Choiledin, agus 4iléar
Asgard - €70 milliun

+  Athfhorbairt Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann
Stair an Dulra - €15 millidn

*  Oibreacha Caipitil Ginearalta — €26 millitin

+  Stérais chomhchoiteann dos na Forais
Chultuir - €30 milliun

T4 Ard-Mhtisaem na hEireann ag stil go mor leis

na hoibreacha a déanfar de bhun an tsoléthair seo
agus ba mhaith leis dul chun cinn leis an obair an
da luath is féidir.

Maidir le téamai rialachais corpardidigh, ta Ard-
Mhisaem na hEireann ag cloi le gach rdibric
rialachdin a bhaineann leis de réir na n-oibleagdidi
a leagtar air i 2007 de bhun an Chéd Cleachtais
um Rialachas Comhlachtai Stiit.

TEACHTAIREACHT O CHATHAOIRLEACH
BHORD ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN

Thosaigh an obair chaomhantais ar an Asgard i dtts
na bliana, obair mér le rd. D’éirigh go héachtach le
taispedntas Stail na Mara i mi Lunasa. Moladh an
6céid tabhachtach seo go hard agus go forleathan.
Chuir an Priomh-Aoi, Séamus Heaney file, le
saibhreas cultirtha na hécdide nuair a ghlac sé pairt
sa searmanas i gCearndg Ui Chléirigh, Dun Ui
Choiledin ar an 17 Lunasa. Sérléiriti ar bhunabhar
an taispedntais ab ea an 6cdid rathil seo. Cuireadh
Ard-Chrosa na hEireann ar taispedint, rud eile a

spreag spéis agus moladh go forleathan.

T4 Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann - Saol na
Tuaithe i gCaisledn an Bharraigh ag dul i neart
i gconai. Is docha go dtiocfaidh barr feabhais
ar an dedscéal seo 6 ceapadh Tony Candon ina
Bhainisteoir/Coimeddai ar an mérmhutsaem
seo i bPairc Thurlaigh.

Cuis bréid é gur cheannaigh an tArd-Mhtsaem
Cnuasach Stanley tigh Adams, mérchnuasach

luachmhar a bhfuil 950 réada stairitla ann.

Bhi tdbhacht ag baint le roinnt mhaith taispeantas
rathuil eile a cuireadh ar bun i gcaitheamh 2007,
Creideamb na bProinsiasach: Ealaion Chrdifeach in
Eirinn 1600-1750; Neilli Mulcahy: ard-fhaisean in
Eirinn ins na 50dai agus na 60daf agus eile. Abhar
sasaimh dom a fhégairt go bhfuair an Musaem
bronntanas mér éadaigh, fabraici agus an chartlann

a bhaineann leo én dearthéir Neilli Mulcahy.

Bhi taispedntas pictitir agus léardidi le Lorcan
Walshe ann dar teideal Tionscnamh na nDéantin.
Taispedntas fiuntach ab ea ¢, a chuirfidh an deascéal
amach gan dabht faoi dilleacht chulturtha agus
ealaine na réada sin, ar mhaithe le lucht féachana
nua, de bhreis orthusan a bhaineann taitneamh as
na déantdin iad féin. Ni miste na taispedntais i Sraid
Chill Dara a lua, a thug ardphléisiar do phobal
fairsing léirthuisceanach, mar atd Bds agus Beatha

1 Saol na Rdimbe, Deasghndtha Targabhdla: tochailt i
nDumbach na nGiall.



T4 an-obair déanta chun an Réiteas Straitéise a
ullmhu i mbliana, agus cuirfear bailchrioch ar

an obair thibhachtach seo i dtosach na bliana

seo chugainn. Rinneadh an-chuid oibre freisin
maidir le Beartas Solathair don Ard-Mhusaem agus
tiocfaidh sé seo chun criche chomh maith go luath
sa bhliain 2008. T4 ollobair ar sitil sa Mhtsaem

maidir le Bainistiocht Riosca.

Bionn an Bord ag obair i gcénai go dluth agus go
héifeachtach leis an Stiarthéir agus a fhoireann.
Gabhann an Bord buiochas leo as ucht a gcuid
saroibre i rith na bliana ar fad. Bionn an tArd-
Mhusaem ag obair go dluth freisin le Oifig

na nOibreacha Poibli agus aithnionn an Bord

an obair a dhéanann an Oifig thar ceann an
Mhusaeim. Mar fhocal scoir, ba mhaith leis an
mBord buiochas speisialta a ghabhail leis an Aire
Ealaion, Spéirt agus Turasoireachta, maraon le
Ard-Runai agus foireann na Roinn, as ucht na
tacaiochta agus na comhoibre a thug siad don
Bhord sa bhliain 2007.

Ar aghaidh leis an obair!
Dr. John O’ Mahony AS

Cathaoirleach
Bord Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann



INTRODUCTION BY THE
DIRECTOR OF THE
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

Our ongoing drive to popularise the National
Museum’s destinations probably reached its zenith
in 2007 when for the first time ever our venues
attracted over one million visitors and this despite
the necessary closure of the National Museum of
Ireland - Natural History after the collapse of a

stone stairs in the building in early July.

The main event of the year was the display from
mid August in Clarke Square, Collins Barracks of
the Danish replica of the mid eleventh century
Dublin built warship (which was given the name
‘Sea Stallion from Glendalough’). Few museum
experiences could match the emotional jolt posed
by the Sea Stallion as she sat on a long low loader
which drove her in cortége past Wood Quay from
which she probably originated in the 1040s and
where I was privileged to soldier in the service of
the Museum in the 1970s and ‘80s. If only Fr F.X.
Martin could have been with me at that moment to
welcome ‘home’ such a great reminder of Dublin’s
remote past. Next came the organisational skills of
Greg Kelly, our Facilities Manager, and the crane
drivers from Meades who hoisted the ship, in three
lifts, onto the Croppies’ Acre, over the Luas line and
the outer wall of Collins Barracks, onto the (present)
car park and finally at dawn over the four storeys
of the west side of Clarke Square onto the ground
for its ten month display (outdoors). That evening
a large crowd enjoyed Shaun Davy’s memorable
welcoming concert with especially composed

music played by the band of An Garda Siochdna
with soloists Rita Connolly and Liam O Flynn,

the whole event presided over by Nobel Laureate
Seamus Heaney who adapted an appropriate part
of his celebrated translation of Beowulf for the
occasion. The ship’s crew and Olaf Olsen who had
excavated the wreck in 1962 were overwhelmed as
was our former director Breand4n O Riord4in who
started the Viking Dublin excavations on behalf

of the Museum and was present for the occasion.
Visitors marvelled at the enormity and sleek grace of
the ship as she sat in dominance of the north-east
corner of Clarke Square. A special word of thanks
to our colleagues at the Viking Ship Museum

in Roskilde, Denmark, and their Director Tinna

Damgard-Serensen, her head of exhibitions

Anne-Christine Larsen, and captain Carsten Hvid
and his crew who weathered a bad summer to

bring us this great spectacle. The Sea Stallion’s
“homecoming” made headlines at home and abroad.

We constructed a special lecture series around it.

Exhibitions of the more conventional indoor

type staged in 2007 included a unique showing

of Franciscan Silver, Irish sacred metalwork from

the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries which
coincided with the anniversary of the Flight of the
Earls. The year opened with the popular RockChic
temporary exhibition of electric guitars at the Riding
School in Collins Barracks. We used the Riding
School at Collins Barracks to show the Museum’s
replicas of the Irish High Crosses which had been
seen by over two million visitors to Expo at Nagoya,
Japan and, at the end of the year to show Lorcan
Walshe’s paintings and studies of bells and other early

Christian reliquaries from our Kildare Street treasury.

A highlight of the year was the display of Neilli
Mulcahy’s haute couture which with her trademark
use of Irish tweeds and colours will hopefully inform
contemporary Irish costume design and fashion.
Kildare Street staged two very different exhibitions,
one commemorating the excavation of the Mound
of the Hostages at Tara by Se4n P. O Riordéin, the
50th anniversary of whose death occurred in 2007,
and one of the Roman antiquities in our collections
which was mounted to coincide with the publication
of Lynda Mulvin’s catalogue of this material in our
new and hopefully growing series of serious books

on museum-related subjects.

One of the greatest pleasures of 2007 was to welcome
Tony Candon to Castlebar as Manager/Keeper of the
Museum of Country Life at Turlough Park House.

The Government’s commitment to the future
development of the Museum at its various sites was
greatly welcomed with the publication of the National
Development Plan which has particular relevance to
our plans for the second phase at Collins Barracks and

for the refurbishment of Natural History.

Dr. Patrick F. Wallace

Director, National Museum of Ireland



REAMHRA O STIURTHOIR
ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN

D’éirigh le hArd-Mhtisaem na hEireann breis agus
milliun cuairteoiri a mhealladh chuige in imeacht
na bliana 2007, lion nios mé nd riamh. Toradh é
seo ar an bhfeachtas leantinach atd againn chun
suim an phobail sa Mhisaem a mhuscailt. D’éirigh
linn an t-uasphointe seo a bhaint amach ainneoin
gurbh éigean 4ras Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann -
Stair an Dulra a dhunadh nuair a thit staighre

aolchloiche ann i dts mhi Iuil.

Nuair a cuireadh macasamhail Danmhargach

de ‘Stail Mara Ghleann D4 Loch’, long cogaidh

a tégadh i mBaile Atha Cliath san 116 aois, ar
taispedint i gCearndg Ui Chléirigh, Dun Ui
Choiledin, priomhocaid na bliana a bhi ann. Is
beag eachtra sa mhuisaem a chuirfeadh tocht ar an
lucht féachana mar a chuir an ‘Stail Mara’ agus {
ar an trucail fhada iseal a sheol isteach 1, anios Cé
an Adhmaid, 4it ar d6cha a tégadh i thart faoin
mbliain 1040, it a raibh sé de phribhléid agam
féin dianobair a dhéanamh ar son an Mhusaeim
sna seachtdidi agus sna hochtéidi. Mairg nach
raibh an tAthair F.X. Martin i mo theannta an
uair seo chun féilte ‘abhaile’ a chur roimh a
leithéid de chuimhneachan aibhseach ar chianstair
na cathrach. D4 éis sin, chuaigh an Bainisteoir
Seirbhisi Slandala, Greg Kelly, i mbun oibre le luth
agus ldmhach, in éindi le tiomdnaithe na gcrann
togala 6 chomhlacht Meade a d’ardaigh an long
faoi thri, isteach ar Acra na gCropaithe, thar rianta
an LUAS agus falla imeallach Dhan Ui Choiledin
isteach ar an gcarrchlés agus, ar deireadh, le
breacadh an lae, os cionn foirgneamh ceithre stér
ar an taobh thiar de Chearnég Ui Chleirigh anuas
go talamh le go mbeadh si ar taispedint amuigh
faoin aer go ceann deich mi. Failtiodh roimpi an
trithnona sin le ceol a cheap Shaun Davy don
6cdid, arna sheinm ag banna ceoil an Gharda
Siochéna, maille le Rita Connolly agus Liam O
Floinn mar cheoltéiri aonair. Fanfaidh an choirm
cheoil i gcuimhne an mhérshlua a bhi i lathair.
Séamus Heaney, duaiseoir Nobel, a bhi i gceannas,
agus chuir sé sliocht as a leagan iomrditeach

féin ar Beowulf in oiriint don 6cdid. Maidir le
foireann na loinge agus Olaf Olsen, an duine a
rinne an long bhriste a initichadh sa bhliain 1962,
bhi tocht orthu le teann ldchdire. Dob amhlaidh
do Bhreanddn O Riordéin, iar-stitirthdir an

Mhusaeim, an té a thionscain tochailt na n-iarsmai

Lochlannacha i mBaile Atha Cliath, agus a bhi

i lathair don écaid. Rinne na cuairteoiri iontas
d’ollmhéid agus maisiulacht na loinge agus i ina sui
go maistriuil ar chdinne thoir-thuaidh Chearnég
Ui Chleirigh. T4 buiochas ar leith ag dul dér
gcomhghleacaithe i Msaem na Long Lochlannach
i Roskilde na Danmhairge, don Stiarthéir Tinna
Damgard-Sorensen, agus do cheann roinne na
dtaispedntas, Anne-Christine Larsen; don chaptaen
Carsten Hvid agus d’fhoireann na loinge a chuaigh
i ngleic le doineann an tsamhraidh agus a chuir an
sar-radharc seo ar fail ddinn. Bhi iomr4 ar theacht
‘abhaile’ na ‘Staile Mara’ abhus agus i gcéin.

D’eagraiomar sraith léachtai ar leith ina timpeall.

Maidir leis na taispedntais nios coitianta sa bhliain
2007, bhi sdrthaispedntas Earrai Airgid 6 Ord San
Froinsias — obair chréifeach de chuid an 17¢ agus
an 181 haois in Eirinn — a cuireadh ar f4il in am
do choméradh Imeacht na nlarlai. Taispedntas
sealadach de ghiotair leictreacha RockChic a chuir
tus leis an mbliain i Scoil Eachaiochta Dhun Ui
Choiledin. San ionad céanna sin a taispednadh
macasamhla Ard-Chrosa na hEireann, cnuasach
de chuid an Mhusaeim a bhi feicthe roimhe sin

ag breis is dha mhilliun cuairteoir ar an Expo 1
Nagoya na Seapdine. Is ann freisin, i ndeireadh

na bliana, a taispednadh pictidir a phéintedil agus
a tharraing Lorcan Walshe de chuid de na cloig
agus na taiseagdin 6 luathré na Criostafochta até i
dtaisce an Mhusaeim Sraid Chill Dara.

Buacphointe eile ab ea taispedntas éadai maisitla
haute couture Neilli Mulcahy, a bhain cld amach
de bharr an bhréidin agus na ndathanna as
Eirinn a d’Gs4id si. Beifear ag suil go rachaidh an
taispedntas seo 1 gcion ar chursai dearaidh agus
faisin lendr linn féin. Dhé thaispedntas ri-éagsula
a cuireadh ar bun i Srdid Chill Dara i 2007.

An chéad cheann ag coméradh na tochailte ar
Dhumha na nGiall i dTeambhair a rinne Sean P.
O Riordain, a fuair bas caoga bliain 6 shin. An
dara ceann ag léirit na n-iarsmai Romhdnacha ata
sna bailitchdin againn. Cuireadh é seo ar bun go
trathdil nuair a foilsiodh catalég an abhair sin, a
d’ullmhaigh Lynda Mulvin, mar chuid den sraith
nua leabhar fiintach ar théamai a bhaineann leis
an Musaem. Tathar ag suil go mbeidh borradh

faoin sraith seo.
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Ba ri-mhor an pléisiar failte a chur roimh Tony
Candon, a chuaigh i mbun dualgas i 2007 mar
Bhainisteoir/Coimeddai ar Ard-Mhudsaem na
hEireann-Saol na Tuaithe, Teach Phairc Thurlaigh,
Caisledn an Bharraigh, Contae Mhaigh Eo.

Bhi failte mhér roimh ghealltint an Rialtais an
Musaem a fhorbairt amach anseo sna ldithredin
éagsula aige agus roimh fhoilsit an Phlean
Forbartha Naisitinta a bhaineann go speisialta leis
an dara céim den obair i nDun Ui Choiledin agus

le hathchéiriu 4dras Stair an Dulra.

Dr. Patrick F. Wallace
Stitrthoéir

Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann



Dr. John O’Mahony SC,
Chairman of the Board of the
National Museum of Ireland,
and Dr. Patrick E. Wallace,
Director of the National

Museum of Ireland
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ART AND INDUSTRY
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2007 was another extremely busy and productive year
for the division, in terms of acquisitions, exhibitions
and museum work generally. The everyday work

of the division continued to grow, with increased
requests and demands from researchers and members
of the public. There was also a considerable amount
of work carried out on improving exhibitions already
in place from 2006 and earlier. This on-going gallery
development/ refurbishment work is increasingly a
feature of large exhibitions such as The Easter Rising:
Understanding 1916 and Soldiers and Chiefs — the Irish at
War at home and Abroad since 1550 exhibitions, both
of which opened in 2006.

Major acquisitions in 2007 included the Stanley
Collection, consisting of over 950 historical items,
purchased in June with the assistance of the Heritage
Fund. Joseph Stanley was the printer instructed by
Patrick Pearse to print the bulletins issued from the
GPO during Easter Week and the collection includes
original manuscript copies of the Irish War News

and the Proclamation to the Citizens of Dublin,

in Pearse’s hand. The Museum also received a
substantial donation of clothing, fabrics and related
archives from fashion designer Neili Mulcahy, and
an exhibition of the most significant of these opened
in October. An early and important Belleek breakfast
service, a mid-eighteenth century silver racing trophy
from Booterstown and a table from Russborough
House were purchased at auction. Various pieces of
high-quality contemporary furniture, silver, glass

and ceramics were acquired under the N.M.I./

Craft Council joint purchase scheme. There were
numerous donations during the year, especially in

the historical and textile areas.

A number of exhibitions opened during the year
including Neili Mulcahy: Irish Haute Couture of

the 50s and 60s (October 2007); All Fired Up: Irish
Contemporary Ceramics (March to September 2007);
Franciscan Faith: Sacred Art in Ireland, 1600-1750
(November 2007) and Audrey Whitty jointly
curated (with Mary Boydell) the exhibition The
Light Fantastic: Irish Stained Glass Art at the National
Craft Gallery, Kilkenny. The on-going work of
cataloguing, researching and labelling the collections
continued, and loans to other institutions, such as
Galway City Museum, Kerry County Museum, the
Hunt Museum and the National Gallery of Ireland,
were curated. The monitoring of material already
on loan to other museums was also pursued and
inspection visits were made to Avondale House in

Wicklow and the Swiss Cottage in Tipperary.

During the year numerous researchers, special
interest groups and societies were facilitated, mainly
through the provision of access to the collections
or archives. Throughout the year, there was also a
regular flow of queries from members of the public.
These varied from simple questions to serious
research requests and the growing profile of the
Museum has ensured that this aspect of curatorial

work continues to increase.

The preparation for publication of catalogues of

the Soldiers and Chiefs exhibition and the Eileen Gray
collection continued. A report on the Division’s
collection of Japanese woodblock prints was
completed by an expert from the Ota Museum,
Tokyo. Two members of staff, Audrey Whitty and
Jennifer Goff, continued their Ph.D studies, on
Alfred Bender and Eileen Gray respectively, while
Sandra McElroy commenced study on the Museum’s

collection of prison art and autograph books.

Together with the more formal talks and lectures,
members of the Division provided numerous
gallery tours for groups, students and individuals,

particularly in Soldiers and Chiefs.



Malachy O’Queely
Chalice, 1640, Franciscan
Friary, Multyfarnham,
Co. Westmeath
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EALAION AGUS
TIONSCAIL
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Ba bhliain eile an-ghnéthach agus téirgiuil ab ea 2007
don roinn 6 thaobh félacha, taispedntas agus obair
an mhusaeim go ginearilta de. Lean obair laethuil

na roinne ag fs, le iarratais agus éilimh nios mé 6
thaighdeoiri agus 6 bhaill den bpobal. Deineadh
roinnt mhaith oibre freisin ar thaispeantais i lithair
cheana féin 6 2006 agus nios faide siar a theabhsu.

Is gné i go méadaitheach de thaispeantais mhoéra

mar Eiri Amach na Cdsca: Leirthuiscint ar 1916 agus
Saighdidiiri agus Taoisigh — Eireannaigh ag troid in
Eireann agus i gcéin 6 1550 a d’oscail araon i 2006 obair

leantinach laethuil agus athchéirithe na ddnlainne.

Chuimsigh falacha moéra 1 2007 an Bailitchdn
Stanley, déanta suas de nios mé nd 950 mireanna
stairitila, ceannaithe 1 Meitheamh le cinamh

6n gCiste Oidhreachta. B’é Seosamh Stanley

an clédoir a d’ordaigh Padraig Mac Piaras na
billeoga a chur i gclé a eisciodh 6 Ardoifig an
Phoist i rith Seachtain na Cisca agus cuimsionn

an bailiuchan bunchéipeanna lamhscribhinne
Nuacht an Chogaidh Eireannaigh agus an Fhorgra
do Shaoranaigh Atha Cliath, i l4imh an Phiarsaigh.
Fuair an Museam freisin deont substaintitil éadai,
faibrici agus cairteanna gaolmhara é dhearthéir
¢éadaigh Neili Mulcahy, agus osclaiodh taispedntas
den chuid ba shuntasai diobh seo i nDeireadh
Fémbair. Ceannaiodh seirbhis bhricfeasta luath
agus thébhachtach Bhéal Leice, tréfai rdsaiochta
airgid 6 lr na hochtd aoise déag 6 Bhaile an
Bhéthair agus bord 6 Theach Russborough ar ceant.
Fuarthas piosai éagstila de throscin comhaimseartha
d’ardchailiocht, airgead, gloine agus ceirmeacht
faoin scéim comhcheannaigh Ardmhusaeim na
hEireann / Comhairle na Ceardaiochta. Bhi roinnt
mhaith deontas i rith na bliana, go hdirithe sna

limistéir stairitil agus éadaigh.

D’oscail roinnt mhaith taispedntas 1 rith na bliana
le Neili Mulcahy: ard-fhaisean na hEireann na caogadai
agus na seascaidaf (Deireadh Foémbhair 2007); Al
Fired Up: Ceireamaic Eireannach na Linne Seo (Marta
go Mean Fémbhair 2007); Creideamb bProinsiasach:
Ealain Chrdifeach in Eirinn, 1600-1750 (Samhain
2007) agus choimedd Audrey Whitty (in éineacht

le Mary Boydell) an taispedntas An Solas lontach:
Ealain Ghloine Dhaite Eireannach ag an Dénlann
Ceardaiochta Néisiunta, Cill Chainnigh. Lean

an obair leantnach de chldry, de thaghdu agus

de lipéadu na mbailitchén ar aghaidh, agus ar
aghaidh, agus coimeddadh iasachtai d’institividi eile,
mar Mhusaem Cathrach na Gaillimhe, Misaem
Chontae Chiarrai, an Musaem Hunt agus Dénlann
Naisitinta na hEireann. Deineadh monatéireacht
chomh maith ar dbhar ar iasacht cheana féin do
mhusaeim eile agus tugadh cuairteanna cigireachta ar
Theach Avondale i gCill Mhantdin agus ar an Tigin
Eilvéiseach i dTiobraid Arann.

I rith na bliana éascaiodh roinnt mhaith

taighdeoiri, grupai sainleasmhara agus cumainn, go
formhor tri sholathar rochtana ar na bailitichdin n6
ar an chartlann. Ar feadh na bliana bhi sreabhadh
rialta ceisteanna 6 bhaill den bpobal freisin. Bhi siad
seo sa réimse 6 cheisteanna simpli go cheisteanna
troma agus chinntigh préifil mhéadaitheach an
Mhusaeim go leanann an ghné seo den obair

choimeddaithe ag méadu.

Lean an t-ullmhuchan d’thoilsit cataléga an
taispeantais Saighdisiri agus Taoisigh agus an
bhailitichdin Ezbhlin Gray ar aghaidh. Chriochnaigh
saineolai 6n Musaem Ota, Tokyo, tuarascéil
bhailitichan clénna bhloc adhmaid Seapanach na
Roinne. Lean beirt bhall foirne, Audrey Whitty agus
Jennifer Goff, lena staidéar Ph.D, ar Alfred Bender
agus Eibhlin Gray faoi seach, thad is a thosaigh
Sandra McElroy staidéar a dhéanamh ar bhailiichdn

ealaine priosdin agus leabhar sinithe an Mhusaeim.

I dteannta leis na cainteanna nios foirmitile agus
leis na léachtanna, sholéthraigh baill na Roinne
cuid mhaith turasanna dénlainne do ghripai, do
mhic léinn agus do dhaoine aonaracha, go hairithe i

Saighditir{ agus Taoisigh.
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Mulcahy’s 1963 Collection,
Coplan, Greene’s bookshop,
Clare Street, Dublin.

Cashel, charcoal and pebble
gray Irish tweed coat, Neilli
photograph by Maxwell




Stone Battleaxe, Mound
of the Hostages, Tara,
Co. Meath ¢.1800 - 1600 BC




IRISH ANTIQUITIES

A total of 222 acquisitions were registered during
2007 including the Dunraven gold lunula. Notable
weapons acquired were a Viking sword and
spearhead from Islandbridge and a Viking sword
from Donnybrook, Co. Dublin, acquired from
Nottingham Castle Museum. Other weapons
included stone axe heads and arrowheads; a bronze
sword, knife and axehead; iron knives, spearheads,
axe head and cannon balls. Pottery, coins, tokens,
weights, seal matrices and various items of horse
harness and equipment were also acquired. A
collection of personal ornaments, weapons and
domestic equipment associated with archaeological
sites around Lough Sewdy and Lough Iron, Co.
Westmeath was registered. A 17th century seal matrix
of Thomas Dease, Bishop of Meath was purchased
in Britain. Decorative stonework included an early
medieval cross-inscribed stone, Kinnity, Co. Offaly,
a carved stone head, Drakestown church, Co. Meath,
grave slabs Mullanakill church, Co. Offaly, and an
architectural fragment, from Hughes’ Lot East, Co.
Tipperary. Two stone mortars were acquired from
counties Carlow and Wexford, while quern stones
were acquired from a church site at Ardfinnan, Co.
Tipperary and a crannog at Balloughadalla, Co.
Mayo. Eleven finds of bog butter were acquired from
counties Roscommon, Mayo, Offaly, Sligo, Tipperary
and Westmeath. Other important bog finds includes
a wooden bowl and ritual post, Knockeen, Co. Mayo
and a Bronze Age longbow, Ballymackeeola Bog, Co.
Mayo. An ancient wooden paddle found in the river
Moy at Rinnananny near Foxford, Co. Mayo was
also added to the collections. Unusual acquisitions
included a hoard of copper alloy Kushan coins AD
150-300 from India, found at Monard, Co. Cork

and a 12th century BC Bucchero Jug from Cyprus,

located in an Oxfam shop in Dublin.

Considerable progress was made in adding to the
divisional digital databases, editing existing databases
and in working towards the development of a
Geographical Information System for the division.
An Excavation Finds Database was developed

and distributed for use by excavators. An Online
licensing facility for licenses to alter and export has
been developed and the scanning of the division’s

colour transparencies is in progress.

Work was undertaken to register, pack, label, and
assign to storage habitats objects from excavations, as
well as bog butter, stone objects, human remains and

animal bones.

Exhibition in 2007 included The Irish High Cross,

Sea Stallion: Dublin’s Viking Warship Comes Home,

Life and Death in the Roman World, Rites of Passage —
the excavation of the Mound of the Hostages, The Artefacts
Project: Paintings and Sketches by Lorcan Walshe.

Loans were given to ‘The Grand Atelier’, Brussels,
Galway City Museum, Newgrange, Co. Meath, Cavan
County Museum, South Tipperary County Museum,
Louth County Museum, Monaghan Co. Museum.

The following research projects are being pursued
by divisional staff:
Bog Bodies Research Project.
Unpublished Burials Project.
Viking Graves Project.
Dunmore Cave Hoard.
Lough Derravaragh Project.
Lough Ennell Project.
The Antiquities of Lough Kinale.
Bog Butter Research Project.
Radiocarbon Dating Project.
Faddan More Psalter.
Prehistoric Gold Research Group.

A total of 455 research visits to the archive by
external researchers was facilitated during the year.
Fieldwork was undertaken in Cos. Cavan, Cork,
Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Mayo, Meath, Offaly,
Waterford, Westmeath, Wexford, Wicklow, Kilkenny,

Limerick, Longford, Louth, Roscommon, Tipperary.

Staff dealt with a number of issues arising from
archaeological excavations on National Road
Schemes and other infra-structural developments

such as gas pipelines and Dublin Metro construction.

Liaison and consultation took place with the
Underwater Archaeological Unit, DoE&HLG,
concerning harbour dredging projects, legal cases,
wreck sites, archaeological objects recovered, the
latter stages of the Lusitania litigation and regular
ongoing development-led applications relating to

maritime heritage.

A number of meetings were held with stakeholders to
discuss licensing issues, to review licensing procedures

and to develop consensus on policy approaches.
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Excavation Licences 1,267 plus 153 licence

transfers and amendments

Ministerial Consents 86
Ministerial Directions 14
Dive/Survey 64
Detection Device 188
Licences to Export 419
Licences to Alter 761

Legal matters dealt with included matters relating
to shipwrecks and liaison with the Garda National
Bureau if Criminal Investigation (Art and Antiques
Unit) concerning breaches of the National

Monuments Acts.

Visits and inspections were carries out to a number
of local museums such as Tipperary South Riding
Museum, Louth County Museum, Ardagh Heritage
Centre, Clare County Museum, Cavan County
Museum, Cork Public Museum, and the Ogham
stone exhibition, UCC. Advice was tendered to
various museums, including the Ballymena Museum,
Co. Antrim. Donegal County Museum, Limerick
Museum and Clare County Museum were assisted in

the acquisition of archaeological finds.



SEANIARSMAI
EIREANN

Cléraiodh 222 earrai nuathaighte i 2007, ar a
n-diritear luanla 6ir Dunraven. Ar na hairm cogaidh
a fritheadh 6 Mhusaem Chaisledn Nottingham

bhi claiomh agus ceann slea Lochlannach 6
Dhroichead na hlnse agus claiomh Lochlannach

6 Dhomhnach Broc, Contae Bhaile Atha Cliath.
Bhi cinn tua agus cinn saighde cloiche; claiomh,
scian agus ceann tua cré-umha; sceana, cinn sled,
ceann tua agus caora ordandis déanta as iarann

1 measc na n-arm. Sealbhaiodh cré-earrai, boinn
airgid, éarlaisi, medchain, maitrisi séala, agus baill

as uim agus gléasra capaill chomh maith. Claraiodh
cnuasach orndidi pearsanta, arm agus giuirléidi ti a
bhain le suiomhanna seandélaiochta i gContae na
hlarmhi thart ar Loch Seimhdi agus Loch Iarainn.
Ceannajodh maitris séala de chuid Thomas Dease,
Easpag na Mi sa 174 haois, sa Bhreatain. Fritheadh
obair mhaisiuil cloiche, ar a raibh cloch de chuid na
luath-mhednaoise agus cros greannta air, as Cionn
Eitigh, Contae Uibh Fhaili; cloigeann cloiche snoite
as teampall Bhaile an Drécaigh, Contae na Mi; leaca
uaigh as teampall Mhuileann na Cille, Contae Chill
Chainnigh; agus bluire ailtireachta as Lota Mhic
Aodha Thoir, Contae Thiobraid Arann. Fritheadh
dhé mhoirtéar cloiche as Contae Cheatharlach

agus as Contae Loch Garman agus clocha bré as
lathair eaglasta in Ard Fhiondin, Contae Thiobraid
Arann agus as crannég i mBaile Locha Deala,
Contae Mhaigh Eo. Fritheadh aon amhantar

déag d’im portaigh as contacthe Ros Comain,
Mhaigh Eo, Uibh Fhaili. Shligigh, Thiobrad Arann
agus na hlarmhi. Ar an éadail portaigh eile a
thainig chugainn bhi cuach adhmaid agus cuaille
deasghnétha as An gCnoicin, Contae Mhaigh Eo,
agus bogha fada de chuid na Cré-Umhaoise as
portach Bhaile Mhic Ciothéla, Contae Mhaigh

Eo. Céasla arsa adhmaid a fritheadh in abhainn na
Muaidhe ag Rinn an Eanaigh, in aice le Béal Easa,
Contae Mhaigh Eo, cuireadh leis an gcnuasach

freisin .

Ar an éadail neamhghndch, bhi cnuasach bonn
umha Kushan, AD 150-300, 6n India a fritheadh i
Monard, Contae Chorcai, agus crusca Bucchero de
chuid an 124 haois RCh as an gCipir a fritheadh i
siopa de chuid Oxfam i mBaile Atha Cliath.

Chuaigh an obair chun cinn go maith ar na

bunachair sonrai digiteacha, maidir le cur leo,

eagarthdireacht ar na bunachair atd ann cheana
agus ullmhu chun Céras Faisnéise Geografai (GIS)
a chur ar féil don rannan. Rinneadh bunachar
sonrai Fionnachtana Tochailte a chur le chéile agus
a chur ar féil do lucht tochailte. T4 forbairt déanta
ar chéras nua a ligfidh don rannin ceadunais
chun athraithe agus chun easportéla a thabhairt

ar line agus t4 scanadh idir lamha ar chnuasach

tréshoilsedn an ranndin.

Tugadh faoin obair a bhaineann le clard, paciil,
lipéadu, agus déileadh ar thimpeallacht stéréla i
gcas réada 6n tochailt, maille le him portaigh, réada

cloiche, taisi daonna agus cndmha ainmhithe.

Ar na taispedntais a cuireadh ar féil i 2007, bhi:
Ard-Chros na hEireann; Stail na Mara: filleann long
cogaidh Lochlannach ar Bhaile Atha Cliath; Bds agus
Beatha i saol na Réimbe; Deasghndtha targhabhdla :
tochailt Dbumbach na nGiall; Tionscadal na nDéantdn :

pictiddir agus lardidi le Lorcan Walshe.

Tugadh earraf ar iasacht don ‘Grand Atelier’ sa
Bhruiséil, do Mhtsaem Chathair na Gaillimhe,
do Bhrti na Béinne, do Mhtisaem Chontae an
Chabhiin, do Mhuisaem Thiobraid Arann Theas,
do Mhusaem Chontae Lt agus do Mhusaem

Chontae Mhuineachdin.

T4 obair thaighde idir limha ag foireann an
ranndin mar seo a leanas:
Coirp portaigh.
Adhlacthai Neamhfhoilsithe.
Tuamai Lochlannacha.
Cnuasach Uaimh an Duin Mhéir.
Tionscadal Loch Dairbhreach.
Tionscadal Loch Ainninn.
Seaniarsmai Loch Cinnéile.
Tionscadal taighde an Ime Portaigh.
Tionscadal Datd Radacarbéin.
Saltair an Fheaddin Mhéir.

Gripa Taighde um Or Réamhstairitil.

Rinneadh éascu ar 455 chuairt ar an geartlann ag
lucht taighde seachtrach i rith na bliana. Tugadh
faoi obair allamuigh i gcontaethe an Chabhdin,
Chorcai, Bhaile Atha Cliath, na Gaillimhe, Chill
Dara, Mhaigh Eo, Uibh Fhaili, Phort Liirge,

na hlarmhi, Chill Mhantdin, Chill Chainnigh,
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Luimnigh, an Longfoirt, Ros Comdin agus
Thiobraid Arann.

Phléigh an fthoireann le roinnt fadhbanna a bhain
le tochailt seandélaiochta ar scéimeanna Béithre
Néisiinta agus cldir eile infreastruchtuir ar nds

piblinte gais agus Metro Bhaile Atha Cliath.

Rinneadh idirchaidreamh agus comhairliachdn
leis an Aonad Seandalaiochta Faoi Thoinn

(UAU) sa Roinn Combhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus
Rialtais Aititil maidir le tionscadail dreidireachta
cuain; cdsanna dli; lithreacha longbhriste; réada
seandalaiochta a fionnadh; tréimhse dheireanach
na cuise dli faoin Lusitania; agus na hiarratais
choitianta eile a bhaineann le hoidhreacht na mara

agus a eascraionn ¢ thionscadail forbartha.

Tiondladh cruinnithe leis na pairtithe leasmhara
chun téamai ceadtnais a phlé, nés imeachta an
cheadinachéin a bhreithnid agus comhdhearcadh

a chotht maidir le cursai polasai.

1,267 moéide 153

aistrithe né leasaithe

Ceadtinais Tochailte

Toilid an Aire 86
Ordachén 6n Aire 14
Tumadh/Suirbhé 64
Gléas braiteachdin 188
Ceadunas Easportala 419

Ceadtinas chun Athraithe 761

Maidir le cursai dli, pléadh le cursai longbhriste
agus rinneadh caidreambh leis an nGarda Siochdna
(An Bitur6 Ndisitinta um Imscrudd Coiritil, Aonad
Ealaine agus Arsaiochta) i dtaca le s4r na nAcht um
Shéadchombharthai Néisiinta.

Rinneadh turais agus cigireacht ar roinnt mtsaem
logénta ar nés Mhusaem Thiobraid Arann Theas,
Mhusaem Chontae L4, Ionad Oidhreachta
Ardach, Mhisaem Chontae an Chlair, Mhisaem
Chontae an Chabhdin, Mhusaem Poibli Chorcai
agus taispedntas na gcloch oghaim i gColaiste na
hOllscoile, Corcaigh. Cuireadh combhairle ar roinnt
musaem eile, Musaem an Bhaile Mhednaigh,
Contae Aontroma, ina measc. Tugadh cinamh

do Mhtisaem Chontae Dhtin na nGall, Mtsaem

Luimnigh agus Musaem Chontae an Chlair maidir

le sealbht friotha seandélaiochta.

Marble Relief Panel,
Rome, Italy, 1st — 2nd
Century AD



Rites of Passage at Tara: the
excavation of the Mound
the Hostages, National
= & :
Museum of Ireland -
Archaeology



IRISH FOLKLIFE
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The Folklife Division manages the national collections
of objects representing Irish traditional life in the
period principally between the Great Famine and the
immediate aftermath of the Second World War. The
Division is based in the Museum of Country Life at
Turlough Park House, Castlebar, Co. Mayo.

2007 was a very busy year for the Division,
particularly in the area of exhibitions. An exhibition
marking the centenary of the death of Michael
Davitt in 2006, mounted in conjunction with Mayo
County Library, continued into January 2007. This
was followed by Hucklebuck Times, an exhibition
borrowed from Waterford Museum of Treasures,
providing a window into the Showband era. In June,
the Division show-cased an important new collection
in the exhibition Come back to Erin: Irish travel posters
of the twentieth century. In early November, Island Life:
the islands of Ireland opened. This was a photographic
exhibition borrowed from the National Photographic
Archive and was augmented by artefacts from

the Museum’s own collections. In December, the
Division mounted two small exhibitions. One
focused on Christmas traditions. The other put on
display for the first time objects in the collections
relating to Travellers and Traveller life and was the
culmination of a project in which the Museum of
Country Life participated with agencies in county
Mayo working with Travellers to mark National
Traveller Awareness Week. Displayed initially as a
temporary exhibition, it will be incorporated into the

main permanent exhibition.

Two further exhibitions developed by staff in the
Division were mounted in venues other that the
Museum of Country Life. One was Down Memory
Lane, an exhibition focused on childhood in Ireland
since the 1950s, which was displayed in Waterford
Museum of Treasures. The other was Whitewash

and Thatch, an exhibition of drawings of vernacular
buildings from the 1940s; this was displayed in
Collins Barracks. The Division co-operated closely
with the Museum’s Education and Outreach
Department in mounting an exhibition called Zake
a Seat by students from Letterfrack Furniture College,

which opened in June.

The Division added some 300 new objects to
the Folklife collections during the year. Among
the more important objects added were 39 travel

posters; a canvas currach, a Golf Bag and golf clubs

donated by Bridget Murphy, Cork City; a Hardy
Fishing Rod and other fishing items donated by
Kitty Kelly of Dublin; six Aran jumpers and other
objects were donated by Ruairi O Siochain of
Galway Bay Products; this donation also included
190 photographs, advertisements and brochures; a
black hooded cloak based on that worn by women
in Macroom, Co. Cork purchased form Kitty Joyce,
Cleos, Dubliln; 2 suits of men’s clothing made by
tailor Patrick Howard, Castlebar, Co. Mayo; hand
knitted white dress with Aran patterns and hand
knitted 2-piece blue suit with Aran patterns: donor
- Elsie Foley, Gorey, Co. Wexford; 1 handwoven
blanket donated by Fran O’Toole, Malahide, Co.
Dublin; 200 knitting, crochet and lace patterns
donated by Maureen Haughey, Roscommon.
Important investigations of possible acquisitions
include examinations of the contents of a cottage
belonging to the artist Patrick Scott which he wishes
to donate to the Nation, and samples of the wicker
work undertaken by employees of Blindcraft, which
ceased trading this year; it is likely that both will be
acquired in 2008.

In terms of collections care, significant progress was
made at the Division’s store in Daingean. At Turlough
Park, the resignation of the Conservation Assistant

was a blow; this post remained unfilled at year’s end.

In other activities, Dr Séamas Mac Philib served

on the Heritage Council’s Maritime Collections
Working Group; Dr Anne O’Dowd was a

principal speaker in a conference organised by

the Anthropological Society of Ireland in Collins
Barracks in May and, also in May, Dr O’Dowd
lectured at the Tiondl of the Folklore Society of
Ireland; Tony Candon participated in a Roundtable
on folklife and art jointly organised by City Arts
(Dublin) and the University of Ulster/Interface
(Belfast) at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum in
October. In addition, staff gave lectures to extra-
mural university courses and to local societies as well

as taking part in radio broadcasts.

2007 was a year of significant staff changes in the
Division. The post of Manager Keeper was filled after
a gap of more than two years with the appointment
of Anthony (Tony) Candon, formerly Curator of
Derry City Heritage and Museum Service. Brenda
Malone from the Museum’s Registrar’s Department

replaced Curator Rosa Meehan who was granted



leave of absence. Catherine Burns from the

North of England Open Air Museum at Beamish,
County Durham replaced Clodagh Doyle, who

was on maternity leave. Technical Assistant Melissa
Broderick who was based at Daingean resigned in
October and her post was still vacant at year’s end.
Curator Anne O’Dowd was promoted from Assistant

Keeper II to Assistant Keeper 1.

 in——— Frinome Trovsi Agesss s Grith Wadesn
| e i R Yk, Cremge, Les Asgesss, Tersses

Come Back To Erin: Irish Travel
Posters of the Twentieth Century,
National Museum of Ireland

- Country Life
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SAOL TiRE EIREANN
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Ta bailiichan néisiunta na réad a léirionn saol
traidisiunta na hEireann faoi stivir an rannin Saol
Tire at4 lonnaithe i dTeach Phéirc Thurlaigh, Caislein
an Bharraigh, Contae Mhaigh Eo. Leis an tréimhse
6n nGorta Mér anuas go dti na blianta a lean an Dara

Cogadh Domhanda is mé a bhaineann an bailitichan.

Bliain chruégach ab ea 2007 sa rannén seo,

go mérmhor maidir leis na taispedntais. An
taispedntas ag comoradh céad bliain 6 bhds Mhichil
Dhéibhéid, a cuireadh ar bun i 2006 i gcomhar

le Leabharlann Chontae Mhaigh Eo, lean sé ar
aghaidh i mi Eandir 2007. Théinig Hucklebuck Times
ina dhiaidh sin, taispedntas a fuarthas ar iasacht 6
Mhusaem na Séad i bPort Liirge agus a thugann
léargas ar ré na mbannai méra ceoil in Eirinn.
Nocht an ranndn moérbhailitchdn nua i mi an
Mheithimh sa taispedntas Filleadh ar Eirinn: péstaeir
taistil na 204 avoise. Osclaiodh Saol na hinse : oiledin
na hEireann i dtGs mhi na Samhna, taispedntas
grianghrafanna ar iasacht 6n gCartlann Ndisiunta
Grianghrafaddireachta, maille le déantéin as cnuasach
an Mhusaeim fein. Cuireadh dhd mhiontaispedntas
ar bun i mi na Nollag, ceann acu ag plé le sean-
noésanna na Nollag, an ceann eile ag 1éiriti saol
Lucht Sitil na hEireann le habhar as na bailiichéin
ata le feicedil don chéad uair. Chuir an taispeéntas
seo bailchrioch ar chomhthionscadal a raibh Ard-
Mhitsaem na hEireann — Saol Tire agus eagrafochtai
1 gContae Mhaigh Eo a bhionn ag obair leis an
Lucht Sitil pirteach ann, mar chuid de cheilidradh
Seachtain Néisiinta um Thuiscint don Lucht Siuil.
Taispedntas sealadach a bhi ann i dtosach, ach déanfar

cuid dilis den bhuantaispedntas mér de ar ball.

Cuireadh dha thaispeantas eile a thiomsaigh
foireann an ranndin ar bun in ionaid taobh amuigh
den Mhusaem Saoil Tire. Dhirigh Sios Bdithrin na
Smavinte ar shaol na bpaisti in Eirinn 6 na blianta
1950 i leith; cuireadh ar taispedint é i Msaem

na Séad, Port Lairge. Cuireadh Aoldath agus Tui,
liniocht foirgniochta duchasai 6 na daichidji, ar
taispedint i nDun Ui Choiledin. Chuaigh an rannin
i ndldthchomhar leis an rannin Oideachais agus
For-Rochtana chun taispedntas saothar na mac léinn
i gColdiste Troscdin Leitir Fraic a chur ar bun i mi an
Mheithimh, faoin teideal 7ake a Seat.

Chuir an rannan 300 éigin réad nua leis na
bailiichdin Saol Tire in imeacht na bliana. Na
priomh-mhireanna ina measc sin nd 39 pdstaeir

taistil; curach canbhdis, méla gailf agus maidi gailf

a bhronn Bridget Murphy as Cathair Chorcai;

slat iascaigh Hardy agus fearas eile iascaireachta a
bhronn Kitty Kelly as Baile Atha Cliath; sé gheansai
Arannach agus réada eile a bhronn Ruairi O Siochdin
6 Galway Bay Products; bhi 190 grianghraf, fégra
agus bréisiur ag gabhiil leis an mbronntanas sin;
cléca dubh lena chochall ar nés mar a chaitheadh
na mné i Maigh Chromtha, Contae Chorcai, a
ceannaiodh 6 Kitty Joyce, siopa Cleo i mBaile Atha
Cliath; dhé chulaith éadaigh fir a rinne Patrick
Howard, taillitir i gCaislean an Bharraigh, Contae
Mhaigh Eoj; gtina ban lamhchniotailte le gréasa
Arannach agus culaith limhchniotailte ghorm dh4
phiosa le gréasd Arann ann 6 Elsie Foley, Guaire,
Contae Loch Garman; pluid ldmhfhite a bhronn
Fran O’Toole, Mullach fde, Contae Bhaile Atha
Cliath; 200 patrun cniotéla, créisé agus lsa a bhronn
Maureen Haughey, Ros Coméin. Maidir le réada
nua a d’théadfai a shealbhd, rinneadh imscrada

ar leith ar a raibh i dteach beag a bhaineann leis

an ealafontodir Patrick Scott agus ar mhaith leis

¢ a bhronnadh ar an mBailitichan Naisitinta; ar
shamplai caoladéireachta a rinne oibrithe comhlacht
Blindcraft, a scoir den ghné i mbliana. Meastar go

sealbhéfar na réada seo in imeacht 2008.

Maidir le ciram na mbailitichan, chuathas chun cinn
go maith i stéras an ranndin sa Daingean, Contae
Uibh Fhaili, ach d’éirigh an Cantéir Caomhantais as
an bpost 1 bPairc Thurlaigh, rud a chuir cul ar an obair,

agus bhi an post seo folamh f6s i ndeireadh na bliana.

Rinne an Dr Séamas Mac Philib fénamh ar an
nGrtpa Oibre um Chnuasach na Mara faoi
choimirce Chombhairle Naisiinta na hOidhreachta;
ba i an Dr Anne O’Dowd an priomhchainteoir i
gcomhdhail a d’eagraigh Cumann Antraipeolaioch
na hEireann i nDun Ui Choiledin i mi na Bealtaine,
agus thug si léacht an mhi chéanna do Thiondl
Chumann Béaloideasa Eireann; ghlac Tony Candon
pairt i ndiospdireacht chomhchéime faoin Ealaion
agus Saol Tire, arna comheagrua ag City Arts (Baile
Atha Cliath) agus Ollscoil Uladh/Interface (Béal
Feirste) i Musaem Daonchulttir agus Iompair Uladh,
i mi Dheireadh Fémhair. Thug baill foirne 1éachtai
freisin do chursai seachtracha ollscoile agus do

chumainn loganta agus ghlac pairt i gclaracha raidié.



Bliain chorrach a bhi ann i 2007 maidir le hathra
foirne. Ceapadh Anthony Candon ina Bhainisteoir/
Coimeddai, post a bhi folamh le dha bhliain

anuas. Ina Choimeédai ar Sheirbhis Oidhreachta
agus Musaem Chathair Dhoire a bhi sé roimhe

sin. Théinig Brenda Malone 6 roinn Clérichéin

an Mhusaeim in 4it Rosa Meehan, Coimeadai, ar
tugadh cead neamhlaithreachta di. Ghlac Catherine
Burns, as Musaem Faoin Spéir Thuaisceart Shasana,
Beamish, Contae Durham, ionad Clodagh Doyle,

a bhi ar saoire méithreachais. D’éirigh Melissa
Broderick as a post mar Chuntéir Teicnitil sa
Daingean agus bhi an post sin folamh f6s i

ndeireadh na bliana. Tugadh ardd céimedon Dr

Anne O’Dowd, 6 ghrdd Coimeéddai Cunta II go Come Back 1o Erin: Irish Travel
] Posters of the Twentieth Century,
Coimeddai Cunta I.
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NATURAL HISTORY

The Division cares for the Museum collections in the
disciplines of zoology and geology, which number

approximately two million specimens.

The Natural History Museum closed in July
following the collapse of a section of limestone
staircase in an area behind the scenes. The staircase
forms part of the evacuation route from the public
galleries. Because of the need to fully investigate

the accident and carry out a full safety audit of the
building by the Office of Public Works, the museum
remained closed for the rest of the year. Staff were
accommodated at the Beggars Bush stores and
allowed to return to offices in the Natural History

Museum at the end of November.

The year was the 150th anniversary of the opening
of the building as the museum of the Royal Dublin
Society. This was marked by An Post with the issue of
a postage stamp on 25 October. It was also the focus
of a conference on Science, Technology and Society — the
role for museums organised with the Irish Museums
Association in February. Staff also organised
conferences of the Geological Curators’ Group,
iSCAN (Irish Science Centres Awareness Network)
and the Historical Metallurgy Society.

The re-development plan for the Natural History
Museum was formally approved by the Board in
February and €15M was awarded to the project
under the National Development Plan. Staff
continued to work on the details of the plan and to
prepare for the documentation of collections that
will have to be moved from the building before
construction can proceed. A decision was taken in
principle to exhibit the geological collections in an
Earth Science gallery in an extension under the front

lawn of the building.

Exhibitions in 2007 included:

Wild Trials Extinct - images from the RTE television
series on extinct Irish animals, made with assistance
from the Museum staff. Merrion Street, February

- May, loaned to Marble Arch Caves visitor centre

July - December.

Extinct in Ireland — remains of animals from Irish

caves and bogs. Merrion Street, February - July.

Dignified Kings Play Chess On Fine Green Silk

- photographic work by artist-in-residence

Karl Grimes. Kildare Street and the Gallery of
Photography Temple Bar, September — November.

Material on loan was included in O the trail of the
Arctic Fox - the Arctic explorer Leopold McClintock.
Louth County Museum, November - February 2008.

Staff continued work on organising and cataloguing
various collections. The bird catalogue was
completed and work continued on the shell
collections, with the assistance of UCD staff

and a large group of volunteers. Collections
accommodation was improved with refurbishment
of two rooms complete with shelving to take the
collection of giant deer antlers and various animal
bones. Staff offices at the Beggars Bush stores were
also upgraded. The pest management strategy was
progressed with removal of pigeons from attic

spaces in the stores.

Collections acquired during the year included the
first influx of tissue samples taken from stranded
whales and dolphins around the Irish coast.
Revenue supplied the museum with customs
seizures of skins of bobcat and wolf, and leather
goods made from the skin of the markhor, a
protected species of Asian goat. A large collection
of hoverflies was acquired from the Irish-based

European expert on this group of insects.
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STAIR AN DULRA

T4 bailiichdin z6-eolaiochta agus geolaiochta an
Mhusaeim faoi chiiram ranndn Stair an Dulra, agus

tuairim is dhd mhillitin eiseamal iontu.

Dhtn Ard-Mhisaem na hEireann — Stair an Dtlra

1 mi Idil, de dheasca titim staighre aolchloiche 1
limistéar den 4ras atd coiscthe ar an bpobal. Cuid
den bhealach éalaithe 6 na hailéir phoibli é an
staighre seo. Oir ba gha an timpist seo a imscradu
go dian agus ligint d’Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli
iniichadh iomldn a dhéanambh ar chursai slindéla
san 4aras, fagadh druidte é an chuid eile den bhliain.
Cuireadh it ar fail don fhoireann i stéras Thor an
Bhacaigh agus ceadaiodh déibh filleadh ar na hoifigi

in 4ras Stair an Dulra i ndeireadh mhi na Samhna.

12007 a coméradh 150 bliain 6 tionscnaiodh an
t-dras mar Mhusaem faoi choimirce Chumann Rioga
Bhaile Atha Cliath. D’eisigh An Post stampa don
6cdid an 25 Deireadh Fémhair. Ba é an coméradh
priomhabhar na comhdhéla a eagraiodh i gcomhar
le Cumann na Misaem in Eirinn i m{ Feabhra faoin
teideal Eolaiocht, Teicneolaiocht agus an tSochai :
16l na Musaem. D’eagraigh foireann an Mhusaeim
comhdhalacha freisin do Ghripa na gCoimeddaithe
Geolaiocha, do iSCAN (Gréasin Feasachta na
nlonad Eolaiochta in Eirinn) agus do Chumann Stair

na Miotaleolaiochta.

Fuair plean athfhorbartha 4ras Stair an Dilra
faomhadh foirmitil 6n mBord Stitrtha i mi Feabhra
agus ddmhadh 15 milliin don tionscnamh de réir
an Phlean Forbartha Ndisiunta. Lean an fhoireann
orthu leis an mionphleandil agus leis an ullmhichan
do dhoiciméadu na genuasach a bheidh le haistria
as an bhfoirgneamh sula dtosaionn an obair tégila.
Cinneadh i bprionsabal na bailiichain geolaiochta

a chur ar taispedint in diléar Domhaneolaiochta a
bheadh le lonnu i bhfoirgneamh forleathnaithe faoi

bhun na faiche ar aghaidh an 4rais amach.

Ar na taispeantais a cuireadh ar bun i 2007, bhi an

méid seo a leanas :

Wild Trials Extinct — iomhanna 6 shraith teilifise RTE
faoi ainmhithe Eireannacha at4 imithe in éag, sraith
a rinneadh le cabhair 6 thoireann an Mhtsaeim
(Sraid Mhuirfean, Feabhra go Bealtaine 2007, ar
iasacht ag ionad cuairteoir{ Uaimheanna Airse an

Mbharmair, Itil go Nollaig);

Extinxt in Ireland — 1arsmai ainmhithe as uaimheanna
agus portaigh na hEireann (Sriid Mhuirfean,
Feabhra go Iuil 2007);

Dignified Kings Play Chess On Fine Green Silk -
saothar grianghrafadéireachta leis an ealajontdir
conaithe Karl Grimes (Srdid Chill Dara/Gailearai na
Grianghrafadéireachta, Barra an Teampaill, Meén
Fémhair go Samhain 2007).

Tugadh édbhar ar iasacht a cuimsiodh in Ar Lozg an
tSionnaigh Artaigh — Leopold McClintock, taiscealai
Artach (Musaem Chontae Lu, Samhain 2007 go
Feabhra 2008).

Lean an fhoireann den obair ar eagrd agus cataldgu
na mbailiuchdn. Cuireadh bailchrioch ar chatalog
na n-éan agus lean an obair ar na sliogdin, le cabhair
thoireann Choldiste Ollscoile Bhaile Atha Cliath
agus dhiorma mor oibrithe deonacha. Cuireadh
feabhas ar chéiriocht na mbailiichdn nuair a
athchéiriodh dhd sheomra agus seilfeanna iontu

a chuir spés ar fail do bheanna moéra na ruaphoc
agus do chndmha ainmbhithe éagsula. Rinneadh
uasghradu ar oifigi na foirne i storais Thor an
Bhacaigh chomh maith. Baineadh coluir amach as
4iléir faoin dion ann mar chuid de chlar oibre chun

srian a chur ar lotnaidi.

Sealbhaiodh eiseamal fiochdin don chéad uair i
mbliana 6 mhiolta méra agus 6 dheilfeanna ar bhain
rith cladaigh déibh thart ar chésta na hEireann.
Chuir na Coimisinéiri Ioncaim earrai ar fail a

ghabh seirbhis an Chustaim, mar at4 seithi bobchat
agus mac tire, agus earrai leathair de chraiceann
markhor, gabhar 6n Ais ar speiceas faoi chosaint é.
Sealbhaiodh cnuasach mér beach gabhair freisin

6 shaineolai Eorpach na haicme feithidi seo, ata

lonnaithe in Eirinn.
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Jug with trefoil spout, Mount
Carmel (Modern Israel)
Second half of 4th century
AD - 5th century AD
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CONSERVATION

The work programme for the Conservation
Department was again heavy this year due to

the large number of temporary and permanent
exhibitions. However during the year, two new
major and important projects got underway — the
conservation of the Fadden More Psalter and the

conservation of the yacht Asgard.

As has been the case for a number of years, the
majority of remedial work carried out in the
Conservation Department in 2007 was on objects
for exhibitions. Permanent new galleries for which
material was conserved included Neilli Mulcahy:
Irish Haute Couture of the 50s and 60s, Life and
Death in the Roman World and Rites of Passage at
Tara — the excavation of the Mound of the Hostages.
The 1916 Exhibition at Collins Barracks was
completely reinstalled following case changes and
some material from the Viking Gallery at Kildare
Street was conserved. Temporary exhibitions

with which the Conservation Department was
involved included Franciscan Faith: Sacred Art in
Ireland 1600-1750°, ‘All Fired Up: Irish Contemporary
Ceramics’, “The Irish High Cross’and The Artefacts
Project: Paintings and Sketches by Lorcan Walshe.

At the end of 2006, a conservator of early books
was seconded to the staff of the National Museum
from Trinity College Library to work with the
Museum’s archaeological conservators, conserving
the Fadden More Psalter, a waterlogged 8th century
illuminated manuscript in its original cover, found
in a bog in Co. Tipperary. Work began in 2007
with trials of various conservation techniques to
safely dry waterlogged vellum, a material otherwise
virtually unknown in the archaeological record.
These trials concluded successfully in March, when
work began, separating and drying the individual
bifolia of which the book is composed. This work
continued all year, with the cover being fully

exposed for the first time in December.

Work on the Asgard began early in the year, with
the recruitment of two shipwrights and an assistant
shipwright to join the ship conservator on the
project. This involved the creation of an appropriate
workshop and the removal of planks to assist the
drying out of the vessel and. Activity continued

with the removal of non-original areas from the

boat including the deckhouse, before work began,
systematically dismantling the vessel, cleaning her
component parts and replacing corroded fastenings

and pieces damaged beyond repair.

The programme to systematically upgrade specimens
from the displays of the Natural History Museum
continued, with large quantities of material being

sent for conservation in the private sector.

Huge progress was made in clearing the 60 year
backlog of waterlogged wood conservation with the
facility at Lanesborough. The large (6.5m) freeze drier
greatly increased the rate of output of the facility.

The preventive conservation work for 2007 was
largely a combination of continuing projects to
upgrade the condition of selected entire collection
around the Museum, coupled with continuous
monitoring of the various museum environments.
Projects to systematically upgrade the condition
of entire collections included work on the Period
Furniture Collection, the Folklife Furniture
Collection, Ceramics and Glass from the Art

and Industrial Collection and Straw and Wicker
from the Folklife Collection. A new project was
begun, systematically cleaning the entire ironwork
collection from the Art and Industrial collection.
A conservator was recruited to work exclusively
on the Natural History Collections, a role which

predominantly involves preventive conservation.

A major new project was initiated, looking at the
conservation needs of the archaeological material
from the Dublin Excavations, X-raying the iron
(including all the NMI’s Viking weapons) and

repackaging and conserving the material as necessary.

The programme of freezing objects from around
the museum to treat suspected insect infestation
continued, as did continuous environmental
monitoring which was extended to the stores at

Daingean for the first time.

A Regular programme of public tours of the

department continued.
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CAOMHANTAS

Bhi clar trom oibre ag an roinn Caomhantais

aris i mbliana de bharr lion na dtaispeéntas,

idir shealadach agus bhuan. Cuireadh dhd
mhérthionscadal thabhachtacha sa sial, 4fach, 1 rith
na bliana: caomhnd Shaltair an Fheaddin Mhoir

agus caomhnu an luaimh Asgard.

An chuid ba mhé den deisitichén a rinne an roinn
Caombhantais sa bhliain 2007, bhain sé le réada a

bhi le cur ar taispedint; is amhlaidh atd an scéal le
roinnt blianta anuas. Rinneadh dbhar a chaomhnu le
haghaidh na mbuantaispeintas nua Neilli Mulcahy:
ard-fhaisean na hEireann sna caogadaf agus na seascadat,
Bds agus Beatha i Saol na Réimbe, Deasghndtha
Targhabhdla ar Chnoc na Teambrach: tochailt i nDumbach
na nGiall. Rinneadh taispedntas 1916 i nDun Ui
Choiledin a chéirid as an nua ar fad, tar éis na
césanna a athri. Rinneadh caomhn ar roinnt dbhair
6 Ailéar na Lochlannach i Sréid Chill Dara. Ghlac

an roinn Caomhantais pdirt freisin sna taispedntais
sealadacha, ina measc Creideamh na bProinsiasach :
Ealaion Chrdifeach in Eirinn 1600-1750 ; All Fired Up:
Ceireamaic Eireannach na Linne Seo ; Ard-Chros na
hEireann agus Tionscadal na nDéantdn : pictisiir agus

léaraidi le Lorcan Walshe.

Théinig caomhndir leabhar érsa ar iasacht ¢
Leabharlann Choldiste na Trionéide i ndeireadh

na bliana 2006 chun obair in éineacht le lucht
caomhnaithe seandalaiochta an Mhusaeim ar
Shaltair an Fheaddin Mhéir, lamhscribhinn
mhaisithe de chuid an ochtd haois, faoina
bunchludach dilis féin, a fritheadh bdite i bportach i
gContae Thiobraid Arann. Thosaigh an obair i 2007
nuair a triaileadh roinnt modhanna caomhnaithe
chun par baite a thriomu slan; 4bhar ¢ seo nach
bhfuil aon chuntas air ach ar éigean in aon ait eile
sa seandalajocht. Bhi rath ar na trialacha seo i mi

an Mharta, agus tosaiodh ar dhédhuilli an leabhair
a scaradh 6 chéile agus a thriomu. Lean an obair

ar feadh na bliana, agus nochtadh an clidach go

hiomlén don chéad uair i mi na Nollag.

Thosaigh an obair ar an Asgard go luath sa bhliain,
nuair a fostaiodh beirt shaor long agus saor cinta
chun comhoibrit le caomhnéir na loinge ar an
tionscadal seo. B’éigean saotharlann chui a chur ar
bun agus roinnt cldr a bhaint amach le go dtriomédh
an soitheach. Ansin baineadh amach an teach deice
agus pairteanna eile den bhid nér bhain leis an
mbunsoitheach, sular tugadh faoin mbad a bhaint

6 chéile de réir eagair, na baill uile a ghlanadh agus

baill ceangail nua a chur isteach sa chés go bhfuil

baill den sért seo creimthe agus imithe é mhaith.

Tathar ag leantint den chlér feabhsaithe eiseamal
6 bhailitchéin Stair an Dilra ati ar taispedint agus
tugadh cuid mhoér den dbhar seo do chombhlachtai

priobhéideacha le caomhnu.

Rinneadh an-chuid oibre i mBéal Atha Liag, Contae
Ros Comadin, ag caomhnt adhmaid bhiite, sa chaoi
gur cuireadh cdir ar go leor dbhair atd ag fanacht le
seasca bliain, a bhuiochas sin don reothriomaddir

mor (6.5 méadar) a bhrostaigh an tairgeadh go mor.

Bhain bunts na hoibre ar an gcaomhantas
coisctheach 1 2007 le buantionscadail chun feabhas
a chur ar bhailitichain iomléna irithe de chuid

an Mhusaeim, agus le buanmhonatdireacht ar an
timpeallacht sna foirgnimh éagstla. Rinneadh obair
eagraithe feabhais ar bhailiichdin iomléna airithe,
Troscdn na Seanré, Troscan 6 Shaol na Tuaithe,
Ceireamaic agus Gloine as na bailitichdin Ealajon
agus Tionscal, agus Tui agus Caoladédireacht as
cnuasach Shaol na Tuaithe. Tosaiodh tionscadal
nua chun cnuasach iomldn na hoibre iarainn as

na bailitichdin Ealaine agus Tionscail a ghlanadh.
Fostaiodh caomhnéir chun obair a dhéanamh

ar bhailitichain Stair an Dulra amhdin, obair a

mbaineann a bunts le caomhnu coisctheach.

Tugadh faoi thionscadal nua chun an t-4bhar
seandalaiochta a fritheadh 6n tochailt i mBaile
Atha Cliath a bhreithnid, féachaint cén caomhnt
a theastaionn uaidh; raideagraf a dhéanamh de
na hearraf iarainn (cnuasach iomlan na n-arm
Lochlannach sa Mhusaem san direamh); agus

athphacail agus caomhnt an ébhair mar is ga.

Leanadh den obair chun réada ar fud an
Mhusaeim a reo, mar leigheas sa chds a meastar
finit feithidi a bheith ann. Leanadh freisin de
bhuanmhonatoireacht na timpeallachta, agus
rinneadh i don chéad uair sna storais sa Daingean,

Contae Uibh Fhaili.

Lean gnathchldr cuairteanna an phobail ar an roinn

1 gcaitheamh na bliana.
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REGISTRATION

The Registration Department is responsible for the
documentation, transfer and location management
of the NMP’s collections. It controls and maintains
the Museum’s Collection management database and
also manages the Museum’s archives and central

library and administers museum loans.

The maintenance and editing of Adlib continued to
make it more useful and accurate. Terminology and
standardising inputting procedures were addressed
throughout the year. As part of this programme,
work was carried out to check records for their level
of information to assess them for public access.
Some of this was part of the overall inventory
project, while some was to update exhibitions,
moves, loans, recent acquisitions and input register
entries. In total 5,491 new detailed records were
created and 13,688 edits were carried out. These
were carried out on the following Art and Industrial

Division collections and exhibitions:

Collections -

»  Easter Week Collection - the inventory of
this collection was completed in 2007, along
with repacking and relabeling most of the
collection for preservation purposes

*  Furniture Collection

*  The Stamp Collection - a test project was carried
out to time the inputting of very basic skeletal
records from the registers to facilitate the full
register inputting tender to be started in 2008

+  Military History Collection

*  History Collection

*  Coins and Medals Collection

«  Textiles Collection

+  Glass and Ceramics Collection

*  Fine and Graphic Art Collection (Japanese
Woodblock prints — this material was also
photographed to facilitate a consultant)

*  Bender Collection

Exhibitions —

s Irish Silver

»  Soldiers and Chiefs: The Irish at War at Home and
Abroad, 1550-2001

»  Airgead: A Thousand Years of Irish Coins
and Currency

*  Drones and Chanters; The story of the Irish
Uileann Pipes

o All That Glisters

5,385 ethnographical records were updated.

Work was also carried out repacking and securing
the Ethnographical material as well as facilitating
researchers. The Viking Room in Kildare Street had
to be dismantled by documentation staff who fully
listed, dismantled, photographed, packed, stored
and reassembled this exhibition. Some record

edits were carried out on Natural History records
in the Adlib system, mainly as part of the Adlib

maintenance work.

2,000 records were created for the Irish Folklife
Division and 21,465 edits were carried out on this
data. A collection of material held in Multyfarnham
Friary was fully documented and photographed.
Some of this material was donated to the National
Museum.The Art and Industrial Divisions registers
were fully scanned and made available to staff on
the internal Museum network. The scanning of the

Folklife DF negatives was completed.
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Documentation staff listed all of the unregistered Irish
Antiquities 35mm and large format transparencies
slides in preparation for scanning. The inputting

of the registers of the Irish Antiquities Division for
the periods 1929-1934, 1931-1951 and 1954 was
completed. A pilot project was carried out to scan the
older paper-based documentation photographs held
in the department. Following this project it was agreed

that this work would be outsourced.

An extensive upgrade was carried out on the Adlib
Collections Management system to improve this
facility. An information day was conducted for

all Museum staff and training was carried out

for the systems main users. A search manual has
been created as part of this upgrade and has been
distributed to all staff. Documentation staff provided
training on the Adlib system to all relevant staff.

55 Loans were administered. All new acquisitions
(c.1,000 titles) were recorded on the library database.
The cataloguing of the backlog of books continued

and there are now 12,000 records on the system.
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The library material stored in the Inchicore
warehouse was sorted and crated in preparation

for return to Collins Barracks.

An intern from the Institute for the International
Education of Students worked in the library over
the summer months. She completed a database

of auction catalogues.

Journal issues were circulated to the relevant
division. The library also subscribed to several
online databases. The inter library loan service was
widely used by all divisions within the museum to

aid with specialist research.

Throughout the year the librarian responded

to research and information queries from both
internal and external users. The external users
included researchers from Utrecht University, The
Netherlands; the European University Institute,
Florence and the National College of Art and
Design, Dublin.

The library received several donations including
material from the Congregation of the Holy Spirit,
Ailesbury Road, Dublin 4.

Life and Death in the
Roman World, National
Museum of Ireland -
Archaeology



CLARUCHAN

Déanann an roinn Clardchdin ctram de bhailitchdin
an Mhusaeim a dhoiciméadu, a aistrit agus a riaradh
ar na lithredin. Déanann si bunachar sonrai na
genuasach a riaradh agus a chothabhdil, déanann si
bainistiocht ar chartlann agus ar phriomhleabharlann

an Mhusaeim agus riarachdn ar iasachtai 6n Musaem.

Lean cothabhadil agus eagarthéireacht Adlib, le go
mbeadh an céras nios Gsidi agus nios cruinne.
Rinneadh ctram den téarmaiocht agus de chaighdeanu
ar an nos ionchuir sonrai. Cuireadh obair i gcrich mar
chuid den chldr seo chun na taifid a sheicedil maidir
leis an méid eolais atd iontu agus iad a bhreithnit 6
thaobh fail an phobail orthu. Bhain cuid den obair seo
leis an morthionscadal liostala, cuid eile le taispeantais,
aistrithe, iasachtai, insealbhuithe, agus iontrala ar chlér
ionchuir. Cruthaiodh 5,491 miontaifead nua agus
rinneadh eagarthdireacht ar 13,688 eile. Rinneadh

an obair seo ar na bailiichdin agus na taispeantais

seo a leanas, a bhaineann leis an roinn Ealaine agus

Tionscail, a thabhairt suas chun data.

Bailidchdin -

»  cnuasach Sheachtain na Césca - cuireadh
bailchrioch ar liostdil an chnuasaigh seo i 2007,
agus rinneadh athphaciil agus athlipéadu
ar bhunts an chnuasaigh ar mhaithe leis
an gcaomhnu

*  Bailitichan an troscdin

+  Bailitichdn na stampai - rinneadh tionscadal
trialach féachaint cén t-am ba ghd chun
sracthaifead buntisach 6 na cldir a ionchur,
chun go dtosndfai ar thairiscinti a lorg i 2008
le haghaidh ionchur iomlan na gclar

*  Bailitichdn na Staire Mileata

+  Bailiuchan na Staire

+  Bailiichdn na mBonn

+  Bailitichdn na Teicstile

*  Bailitchan Gloine agus Ceireamaice

*  Bailiuchan Ealaine, idir uasal agus ghrafach
(rinneadh grianghrafadéireacht freisin ar an
liniocht bloc adhmaid én tSeapéin, chun
cabhrt le comhairleoir)

*  Bailitichan Bender

Taispeantais —

e Earraf Airgid na hEireann

«  Saighditiri agus Taoisigh- Eireannaigh ag troid
in Eireann agus I gcéin 6 1550

s Airgead: Mile bliain de bhoinn agus dAirgeadra

na hEireann

»  Dorddin agus Seamsiir: Scéal Phiobai Uileann
na hEireann

»  Aglonri go soilseach

Rinneadh nuashonru ar 5,385 taifead eitneagrafaioch
ar fad i rith na bliana. Rinneadh obair freisin chun
an t-dbhar eitneagrafaioch a athphaciil agus a shlanu,

agus chun cahbrt le lucht taighde.

B’éigean don thoireann doiciméaduchdin an Seomra
Lochlannach 1 Sraid Chill Dara a bhaint 6 chéile;
rinne siad an taispedntas seo a liostdil, a dhichéimeiil,
a ghrianghraft, a phaciil, a stérdil agus a chur i dtoll
a chéile aris. Rinneadh roinnt eagarthdireachta ar
thaifid Stair an Dulra sa chéras Adlib, a buntis mar

chuid den obair chothabhala ar an gcéras.

Cruthaiodh 2,000 taifead ar fad don rannan Saol

Tire agus rinneadh 21,465 mir eagarthdireachta ar

na sonrai seo. Rinneadh doiciméadd iomldn agus
grianghrafti ar chnuasach 4bhair a bhi ar coimead

i Mainistir Mhuilte Faranndin. Bronnadh cuid

den dbhar seo ar an Musaem. Rinneadh scanadh
iomlan ar chldir an ranndin Ealaine agus Tionscail
agus cuireadh ar féil don fhoireann iad ar lionra
inmhednach an Mhusaeim. Criochnaiodh scanadh na

gclaonchlénna sa ranndn Saol Tire chomh maith.

Liostdil an thoireann doiciméadutchdin na tréshoilsedin
go léir, idir 35mm agus mhorchruthach, a bhi gan
chlart i ranndn Seaniarsmai Eireann, 4 n-ullmhu le
scanadh. Criochnaiodh ionchur na gclér 6n rannén sin
do na tréimhsi 1929-34, 1931-51 agus 1954. Rinneadh
treoirthionscadal ar scanadh grianghrafanna nios sine
atd ar phaipéar sa roinn. Socraiodh da thoradh sin an

obair seo a chur amach ar conradh.

Rinneadh uasghrddt mér agus feabhst ar Chéras
Bainistiochta na mBailitichan (Adlib). Tion6ladh

14 faisnéise le haghaidh foireann uile an Mhusaeim
agus cuireadh oilitint ar fail do phriomhuséideoiri
an chérais. Ullmhajodh ldmhleabhar cuardaigh mar
chuid den uasghradu agus cuireadh ar fail é don
thoireann uile. Chuir foireann an doiciméadichdin
oilitiint ar fail ar an gcéras Adlib do gach ball foirne

lena mbaineann sé.
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Riaradh 55 iasacht i rith 2007. Rinneadh na leabhair
nua ar fad, tuairim is 1,000 teideal, a thaifeadadh

ar bhunachar sonrai na leabharlainne. Leanadh de
chatal6gti na leabhar a bhi £6s gan chléru, agus té

12,000 taifead anois ar an gcdras.

Rinneadh rangt agus scagadh ar an 4bhar
leabharlainne i stéras Inse Chér agus cuireadh i
gcliathbhoscai ¢, ullamh le seoladh ar ais go Dun
Ui Choiledin.

Bhi inteirneach 6n Institiiid um Oideachas
Idirndisiinta na Mac Léinn ag obair sa leabharlann
i rith an tsamhraidh. Chuir si bunachar sonrai de

chataldga ceant i dtoll a chéile.

Cuireadh eagrdin reatha na n-irisleabhar ar fail

do na ranndin lena mbaineann siad. Chlaraigh an
leabharlann freisin le roinnt bunachar sonrai ar line.
Bhain ranna uile an Mhusaeim dsdid go fras as an
tseirbhis iasachta eadarleabharlanna mar chiunamh

don saintaighde.

D’fhreagair an leabharlannai fiosrichéin taighde
agus faisnéise 6 usdideoiri taobh istigh agus taobh
amuigh den Mhusaem i rith na bliana ar fad.

Bhi lucht taighde as Ollscoil Utrecht na hisiltire,
Institiuid Ollscoile na hEorpa in Firenze agus an
Colaiste Ndisitinta Ealaine is Deartha i measc na

n-tsaideoiri seachtracha.
Ghlac an leabharlann le roinnt mhaith bronntanas,

dbhar 6 Chomhthiondl an Spioraid Naoimh, Béthar
Ailesbury, Baile Atha Cliath 4, ina measc.
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EXHIBITIONS
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
IRELAND — DECORATIVE
ARTS & HISTORY

Neilli Mulcahy: Irish Haute Couture of the
50s and 60s

This exhibition features the work of the Irish
fashion designer, Neilli Mulcahy. From 1951 to
1969 Neilli ran a successful Dublin salon producing
haute couture garments. She was known for her
innovative use of Irish tweeds and collaborated
with hand weavers to produce fabrics in lightweight
weaves and vibrant colours. Neilli’s use of fabrics,
the presentation of her annual collection, and

her success in America are some of the themes
explored. The exhibition includes a selection of
day and evening wear supported by contemporary
photography, fashion illustrations, newspaper

cuttings and items from Neilli’s archive.

All Fired Up: Irish Contemporary Ceramics
This exhibition of Irish Contemporary Ceramics
opened in March and is truly symbolic of the
Irish Diaspora. It includes the work of thirty-four
artists whose preferred artistic medium is through
fired clay. Some are Irish born, living at home
and abroad, and others are international ceramic
artists currently living in Ireland. The Irish
Contemporary Ceramics group aims to promote
the use of ceramic art in a sculptural sense, rather
than through function. This is their third national
exhibition and the first to be hosted by the

National Museum of Ireland.

Franciscan Faith: Sacred Art in Ireland,

1600 - 1750

This exhibition opened to coincide with the

400th anniversary of the founding, in 1607, of the
illustrious Franciscan college at Louvain in the
Spanish Netherlands, now Belgium. It includes
religious silver and other material from several of
the Franciscan houses, displayed together for the
first time. Indeed, many of the pieces have never
previously been publicly exhibited. Noting and
commemorating the work of the Franciscan Order in
Ireland, it traces the history of the Franciscans and
their houses during the turbulent period of the 17th
Century and the penal laws of the 18th Century.

Sea Stallion: Dublin’s Viking Warship

Comes Home

In 1962 archaeologists excavated five Viking

age ships at the bottom of the Roskilde Fjord in
Denmark. The largest of these, Skuldelev 2, turned
out to be the remains of an ocean-going long

ship built in 1042 in Dublin using Scandinavian
ship-building methods. A project to reconstruct

this ship was launched in Denmark in 2005 and
Her Majesty Queen Margrethe named the ship
“Havhingsten fra Glendalough” (Sea Stallion from
Glendalough). In July 2007 a crew of brave men and
women set sail from Roskilde “back” to Dublin.
This voyage tested the replica ship under realistic
conditions in the very waters the original ship was
built to cross. From Friday 17th August 2007 the Sea
Stallion was displayed as part of the exhibition at the
National Museum, Collins Barracks until its return
to Denmark in Summer 2008. A special exhibition
of this project was displayed so visitors could learn

about the excavation and reconstruction project.

The Irish High Cross

This exhibition brought together 6 plaster-cast High
Crosses along with a selection of Irish early Christian
treasures. These High Crosses are among the greatest
examples of how powerful religious communities
supported and encouraged art in Early Christian
Ireland. Displayed in the National Museum on
Kildare Street for most of the 20th Century, these
crosses portray some of the finest examples of Early
Christian sculpture in Ireland, which range in date
from the ninth to the twelfth centuries A.D. In
recent years a selection of The High Cross casts was
displayed at Nagoya, Japan as part of Expo 2005
continuing a tradition of using reproductions to

teach people about ancient times and places.

The Artefacts Project: Paintings and Sketches
by Lorcan Walshe

The Ariefacts Project was a large-scale exhibition of
contemporary paintings and drawings based on early
Christian artefacts. Lorcan Walshe’s art connects with
the indigenous visual culture, which flourished on the
island of Ireland from the era of the passage graves
until the sixteenth century. This exhibition focused
on the Church Treasures of the middle ages and
created a unique series of works, which explored the
sensibilities, symbolism, and mysticism of the Irish
Psyche. This important exhibition offered viewers

the opportunity to see our national treasures through

the eyes of a distinguished artist and to revaluate and



appreciate the visual tradition that is at the heart of
our culture. Alongside the seventy works on view
in this exhibition will be three artefacts selected by
Lorcan Walshe from the National Treasury.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
IRELAND — ARCHAEOLOGY

Life and Death in the Roman World

This exhibition features objects collected primarily
in the 19th and early 20th Centuries, not just for
public display but also to assist scholars in the study
of classical art and architecture. The collection
includes glass vessels, textiles, sculpture, ceramics,
coins, gemstones and architectural fragments from
places as geographically diverse as Egypt, Austria
and England. Introducing the exhibition is a display
of Etruscan material followed by an exploration of
the themes of ‘Everyday Life’; ‘Death, Burial and
the Afterlife’; ‘Religion’; ‘Personal Adornment and
Dress’; ‘Entertainment’; and ‘Imperial Power in the
Roman world’. The exhibition concludes with the

introduction of Christianity.

Rites of Passage at Tara — the excavation of the
Mound of the Hostages

The Mound of the Hostages, or Duma na nGiall,
is the oldest visible monument on the Hill of Tara.
The mound covers a passage tomb built around
3000 BC and used as a place to bury human
remains for more than 1,500 years. The Tara
excavation project began in 1952 and was directed
by Seén P. O Riordain, Professor of

Celtic Archaeology at University College Dublin.
This exhibition displays many exceptional finds
uncovered during the excavation and describes
aspects of its cultural setting in the Neolithic and
Bronze Age periods. Later the mound became
known as Duma na nGiall - the Mound of the
Hostages because it was the place where the

symbolic exchange of hostages took place.

Dignified Kings Play Chess On Fine

Green Silk

This body of new work by artist Karl Grimes was
based on a one-year term as artist-in-residence at
the National Museum of Ireland — Natural History.
This work encompassed themes of memory,
taxonomy, curatorship and display. The Museum
as a repository of knowledge, historical regimes of
representation and ways of seeing were addressed
as Grimes applied his lens to the collections and
archives of the Museum as it celebrated its 150th
anniversary. In photographs, drawings, light-boxes,

text and sound, Grimes’s re-interpretation of the

Natural History Museum’s collections and Victorian
museum practice becomes a re-collection, a poetic
transformation activating memory and re-awakening
the ‘Dead Zoo’.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
IRELAND — NATURAL
HISTORY

Wild Trials Extinct

This stunning exhibition of wildlife photography,
featured images taken by five familiar television
personalities as part of the popular RTE Wild Trials
Extinct television series. Each contestant was set

the task of following the trail of an animal once
common in Ireland but now extinct here. They then
had to photograph these animals in the wild. The

evidence for their former existence in Ireland came

Terracotta Egyptian
Male God, 1st - 2nd
century AD

Rites of Passage at
Tara - the excavation of
the Mound of the Hostages.
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from museum collections of cave bone, ancient

place names and the history books. The challenge
brought the five contestants to countries around the

globe, where these animals may still be found.

Extinct in Ireland

This exhibition showed the evidence from Irish
caves and bogs of the animals that lived here over
the last 40,000 years. Follow the stories of spotted
hyena, giant deer, reindeer, brown bear, wolf, red
deer and lynx. A highlight of the exhibition was a
contemporary drawing of a giant deer discovered
in 1588. The antlers caused a stir in Elizabethan
times and still fascinate scientists today. They are
the largest antlers of any deer ever living and are a

prominent feature of the Museum.
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF Conme back to Erin:
Irish Travel Posters of
IRELAND - COUNTRY LIFE the Twentieth Century,

National Museum of
Hucklebuck Times Ireland - Country Life
This exhibition concentrated on the showbands
scene in the 1960s and 1970s. It featured hundreds
of contemporary photographs of the showband stars
and many pieces of memorabilia. Items on display
included Tom Dunphy’s bass guitar, Jim Conlon’s
Royal Showband jacket and the saxophone used by
the leader of the band, Michael Coppinger, in the
now-famous 1965 recording of their smash hit, “The
Hucklebuck’.

Come back to Erin: Irish travel posters of the
twentieth century

In the early 20th century mass tourism began to
develop and with it came a surge in promotional

activity. A very popular and highly visible element was



the travel poster. This exhibition featured a selection
of 20th century travel and tourism posters by world
famous artists such as Paul Henry, which became
best sellers and are still essential images of Ireland.
The posters were initially, commissioned by Irish and
British railway companies, after World War 11, airlines
such as Aer Lingus, TWA and American Airlines
began to issue posters as an important part of their

marketing campaigns.

Island Life: the islands of Ireland

This exhibition of photographs featured images of
daily life on the islands around the coast of Ireland
from the late nineteenth century onwards. The
images documented a century of change. The photos
came from the well-known Lawrence Collection,
that unique record of life in Ireland at the turn

of the nineteenth/twentieth centuries, the Diggin
collection and from the camera of the great Colman
Doyle. The daily lives of the people on Achill Island,
Oileéin Arainn, Valentia and Na Blascaodai featured
prominently. These photographs were on loan from
the National Photographic Archive, a division of the
National Library of Ireland.

Take a Seat

This temporary exhibition comprised of benches

and chairs made in 2006 / 2007 by students of the
Furniture Design and Manufacture programme at

the Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology campus

in Letterfrack. The students worked from a brief
developed by staff of GMIT at Letterfrack and the
National Museum of Ireland — Country Life to design
seating suitable for the public visiting these exhibition
galleries. The individual pieces took their inspiration
from the contemporary exhibition building designed
by the OPW, the Victorian Gothic Turlough Park
House by Thomas Newenham Deane, the subject and
themes of the National Folklife Collection and from

individual items of vernacular furniture on exhibition.

Irish Travellers: A Life on the Road

During Traveller Focus Week which took place in
December a specially-commissioned barrel top
wagon went on display in the Museum grounds in
Turlough Park, Castlebar. This unique project was
the culmination of two years work by the East Mayo
Traveller Interagency Forum who ran a number of
workshops with Traveller men in the East Mayo

area in order to provide them with trade and craft
skills, which were traditionally part of Traveller
culture, in order to help lead to future employment.
Simultaneously, the National Museum of Ireland —
Country Life unveiled a display of Traveller life in
Ireland which provided insight into the way of life
and traditions of Irish Travellers using a wide variety
of objects from the Museum’s collections. Irish
Travellers: A Life on the Road went on display in the

Museum on a permanent basis.

Irish Travellers: A Life on the
Road, National Museum

of Ireland - Country Life
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TAISPEANTAIS

ARD-MHUSAEM NA
HEIREANN - EALATON
MATISIUL & STAIR

Neilli Mulcahby: ard-fhaisean na bEireann sna
caogadai agus na seascadai

Léirionn an buantaispedntas seo saothar Neilli
Mulcahy, dearthoéir faisin Eireannach. Bhi Neilli

ag saothrd go bisitil 6n mbliain 1951 go dti

1969 ag déanamh éadaigh ard-thaisin ina salén

i mBaile Atha Cliath. Bhi c4il uirthi de bharr an
tisaid nudileach a bhain sf as bréidin na hEireann.

Chuaigh si i gcomhar leis na fiodéiri ldimhe chun

fabraici éadroma agus dathanna glinne a théirgeadh.

Déanann an taispedntas cardail ar théamai ar nds
Usaid na bhfabraici, an bailidchan bliantdil 4 chur
i ldthair, agus an rath a bhi ar shaothar Neilli i
Meiricea. T4 rogha éide idir bhalcaisi lae agus
trathnoéna ar taispedint, maille le grianghrafanna
na linne, léaridi faisin, sleachta as nuachtdin agus
mireanna as cartlann Neilli.

All Fired Up: Ceireamaic Eireannach na
Linne Seo

Samhaltin de mhuintir na hEireann thar lear ab

ea taispedntas Ceireamaic Eireannach na Linne
Seo, a osclaiodh i mi Mérta. Thiomsaigh sé saothar
ceathrar ealaiontoir is triocha a roghnaionn an
chriadébireacht mar mhedn cruthaioch, cuid acu a
rugadh in Eirinn, iad ina gcénai sa tir seo no thar
lear, cuid eile ealaiontdiri ceireamaice idirnaisidnta
atd ag cur fathu in Eirinn. Ba mhian le gripa
Ceireamaic Eireannach na Linne Seo ealaion na
ceireamaice a chothti mar dhealbhéireacht, seachas
mar earrai feidhme. Ba ¢ seo an triul taispedntas
ndisiinta acu agus an chéad cheann faoi scith

Ard-Mhuisaem na hEireann.

Creideamh na bProinsiasach: Ealaion
Chriifeach in Eirinn 1600-1750
Cuireadh tds leis an dtaispedntas seo ar 6caid

choméradh 400 bliain choldiste iomraiteach na

bProinsiasach i Lévain na Beilge, a bunaiodh sa
bhlian 1607 in Tsiltir na Spainne, mar a bhi inti

an uair sin. Tiomsaionn sé earrai airgid agus eile

as roinnt tithe de chuid Ord San Froinsias, atd ar
taispedint le chéile don chéad uair. Go deimhin,

td cuid mhaith diobh nér taispeinadh don

phobal riamh. Déanann an taispedntas comdradh
ar shaothar Ord San Froinsias in Eirinn agus
rianaionn sé scéal an Oird agus na tithe a bhain leis
i gcaitheamh tréimhse corraithe na 174 aoise agus

péindlithe na 184 aoise.

Stail na Mara: Filleadh Long Cogaidh
Dubblinn na Lochlannach

Rinne lucht seandlaiochta ctig long Uigingeach

a thochailt ar ghrinneall Fjord Roskilde na
Danmbhairge sa bhliain 1962. An ceann ba mhé
acu, Skuldelev 2, tharla gur iarsma long mhér
farraige a bhi ann, a tégadh i mBaile Atha Cliath
(n6 Dubhlinn) de réir modhanna na saor bdd
Lochlannach sa bhliain 1042. Thosaigh tionscnamh
12005 chun an long seo a athchrutht sa Danmhairg
agus thug an Bhanrion Margrethe an t-ainm
“Havhingsten fra Glendalough” (Stail Mara as
Gleann Dd Loch) uirthi. Chuir foireann mhisniuil,
idir thir is mhn4, chun farraige inti i mi [uil 2007 le
“filleadh” ar Bhaile Atha Cliath as Roskilde. Rinne
an turas seo an mhacasamhail a phromhadh faoi
choinnjollacha na mara, ins na farraigi céanna sin ar
togadh an bhunlong déibh. Cuireadh an Stail Mara
ar taispedint 6n Aoine 17 Linasa 2007 mar chuid
den taispedntas i nDun Ui Choiledin, go dti gur
thill si ar an Danmbhairg i Samhradh na bliana 2008.
Rinne an taispedntas speisialta seo léirmhinid ar an

tionscnamh tochailte agus atdgéla.

Ard-Chros na hEireann

Thiomsaigh an taispedntas seo sé cinn de mhunlai
déibe Ard-Chrosa agus cnuasach seoda ¢ Luathré
na Criostaiochta in Eirinn. Sar-shamplaf iad na
hArd-Chrosa seo den tacaiocht agus an cothd a thug
na comhthiondil rialta méra do lucht ealaine sa
tréimhse sin. Bhi siad ar taispedint in Ard-Mhtsaem
na hEireann i Srdid Chill Dara ar feadh na 206 aoise
ar fad, nach mér. Baineann siad leis an tréimhse

idir an 94 agus an 124 céad A.D. agus samplai
bredtha iad den dealbhdireacht Luath-Chriostai in
Eirinn. Cuireadh roinnt de na mtnlaf Ard-Chroise
ar taispedint le blianta beaga anuas i Nagoya na
Seapdine mar chuid de Expo 2005, rud a leanann
den nés seanbhunaithe macasamhla a usdid mar

mhedn teagaisc faoin 4rsaiocht.
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Tionscadal na nDéantin: pictiviir agus léardidi
le Lorcan Walshe

Bunaiodh na pictitiir agus léardidi méra nua-aoiseacha
sa taispedntas seo ar dhéantédin de chuid na Luath-
Chriostaiochta. T4 snith ceangail idir saothar ealaine
Lorcan Walshe agus an amharc-chultur dachais

a bhi faoi bhlath ar oilein na hEireann 6 ré na
dtuamai pasdiste anall go dti an 161 céad. Dhirigh

an taispedntas seo ar Sheoda Eaglasta na mednaoise
agus rinne foireann saothair a dhéanann léirscruda

ar chéadfacht, ar shiombalachas agus ar mhisteachas
mheon na nGael. Lig an mérthaispedntas seo don
lucht féachana na seoda néisitinta a theiceail tré
shuile ealaiontéra iomréiteach, agus léirthuiscint

agus athmheasinu a dhéanambh ar an traidisiun
ambharc-ealaine atd i gcrof an chultuir againn. Beidh
tri dhéantdn a roghnaigh Lorcan Walshe 6n Seodlann
Naisiunta le feicedil sa taispeantas maraon leis na

seachtd pictiuir.

ARD-MHUSAEM
NA HEIREANN -
SEANDALAIOCHT

Bas agus Beatha i Saol na Réimbhe

Cuimsionn an taispedntas seo réada ar cnuasaiodh an
chuid ba mhd sa 194 céad agus i dtas an 20U céad,
ni ar mhaithe leis an taispedntas poibli amhain ach
chun cuidi le lucht léinn staidéar a dhéanamh ar an
ealaion agus an ailtireacht chlasaiceach. Cuimsionn
an cnuasach soithigh gloine, teicstil, dealbhéireacht,
ceireamaic, boinn airgid, clocha luachmhara agus
smiodar ailtireachta as diteacha éagsula, an Eigipt, an
Ostair agus Sasana ina measc. Abhar Eatrascach at4

i dtosach an taispedntais, agus ina dhiaidh sin léirit
ar na téamai ‘Cursai an Lae’, ‘B4s, Adhlacadh agus
an Saol Eile’, ‘An Reiligiun’, ‘Maisit Pearsanta agus
Feisteas’, ‘Siamsa’ agus ‘Cumbhacht an Impire i Saol
na Réimhe’. Teacht na Criostaiochta a chuireann

clabhsir ar an taispedntas.

Deasghnitha Targhabhdla ar Chnoc na
Teambrach: tochailt i nDumbach na nGiall

Is é Duma né Dumhach na nGiall an
séadchombhartha is drsa at4 le feicedil ar Chnoc na
Teamhrach. Cludaionn an dumhach tuama pasdiste
a togadh timpeall na bliana 3000 roimh Criost agus
ar adhlacadh iarsmai daonna ann ar feadh breis
agus 1,500 bliain. Thosaigh tionscnamh tochailte sa
Teamhair sa bhliain 1952, arna stidradh ag Sean P.
O Riordéin, Ollamh le Seandilajocht Cheilteach i
gColaiste Ollscoile Atha Cliath. T4 an iliomad friotha
ar leith sa taispedntas seo a tugadh chun solais le
linn na tochailte. Cuirtear sios ar an gcomhthéacs sa
Ré Neoiliteach agus i Ré an Chré-Umha. Duma na
nGiall a tugadh ar an 4it nios déanai mar gur ann a

déantai na géill a mhalarti go samhaltach.

Dignified Kings Play Chess On Fine Green Silk
Bunaiodh an saothar seo leis an ealaiontdir Karl
Grimes ar thréimhse bliana a chaith sé mar ealaiontdir
cénaitheach in Ard-Mhtisaem na hEireann — Stair

an Dilra. Cuimsionn sé téamai na cuimhne, na
tacsanamaiochta, na coimeddaiochta agus na taispedna.
Dhirigh Grimes a lionsa ar bhailitchdin agus cartlanna
an Mhusaeim le linn coméradh na 150 bliain.
Déanann sé athmhinid ar bhailiichdin Stair an Dlra,
agus ar iarsmalannaiocht ré na Banriona Victoria, tré
bhithin grianghrafanna, 1éarédidi, boscai solais, téacs
agus fuaim, agus déantar claochlé fileata orthu a
spreagann na cuimhni agus an t-athmhachnambh, rud

a athmhusclaionn ‘Z4 na Marbh’.

ARD-MHUSAEM
NA HEIREANN —
STAIR AN DULRA

Wild Trials Extinct

Grianghrafanna fiadhdlra a ghlac ctigear pearsa
aitheanta teilifise mar chuid de shraith clér Wild Trials
Extinct ar RTE ata le feice4il anois sa sérthaispedntas
seo. larradh ar gach iomaitheoir acu lorg ainmhi a
leanacht, ainmhi a bhi coitianta in Eirinn trath ach
atd imithe in éag 6 shin. Bhi siad le grianghraf a
dhéanamh ansin den ainmhi san fthidntas. Bhi cndmha
pluaise i mbailiichdin an Mhusaeim, maraon le
logainmneacha 4rsa agus leabhair staire, mar thianaise
gur mhair na hainmbhithe sin beo in Eirinn analléd.
Chuaigh na hiomaitheoiri ag taisteal timpeall an

dombhain ar a lorg i dtiortha ina bhfuil siad f6s le fil.



In Eag in Eirinn

Cuireann an taispedntas seo fianaise i lathair as
pluaiseanna agus portaigh na hEireann faoi na
hainmbhithe a mhair sa tir seo le 40,000 bliain anuas.
T4 scéal le léamh anseo ar an hiéna breac, fia mér na
mbeann, an réinfhia, an béar donn, an mactire, an

fia rua agus an lincse. Cuirtear suim ar leith i léaraid
6n 161 aois ar thia mér a fritheadh sa bhliain 1588.
Tharraing na beanna iomra in aimsir na Banriona Eilis
agus bionn lucht eolaiochta faoi dhraiocht acu fés féin.
Is iad na beanna is mé a bhi ar aon fhia a mhair famh

agus ta siad ar na foilsedin is suntasai sa Musaem.

ARD-MHUSAEM
NA HEIREANN -
SAOL NA TUAITHE

Hucklebuck Times

Dhirigh an taispedntas seo ar shaol na showbands

ins na seascadai agus na seachtdidi, bannai méra
ceol damhsa. Bhi na céadta grianghrafanna des

na priomhcheoltéiri ann agus an iliomad bldir{
cuimhneachdin én tréimhse sin. Bhi dordghiotér
Tom Dunphy le feicedil, seaicéad an Royal Showband
a bhain le Jim Conlon, agus an sacsaf6n a sheinn
Michael Coppinger, ceannaire an bhanna, agus an
t-amhran caithréimeach The Hucklebuck’ 4 thaifeadadh
sa bhliain 1965.

Filleadh ar Eirinn: péstacir taistil na 204 aoise
Nuair a thdinig an ollturaséireacht saoire chun

cinn ar dtus go luath sa 204 aois, thosaigh borradh
ag teacht freisin faoin mbolscaireacht. Ba ghné
coitianta, ard-fheicedlach den obair seo an pdstaer
taistil. Cnuasach pdstaer taistil agus turaséireachta
de chuid na 200 aoise a bhi ar taispedint anseo, 6
ealajontoiri iomréiteacha ar n6s Paul Henry, postaeir
a raibh an-rachairt orthu agus a chuireann fior-iomhé
na hEireann in iul fos féin. Comhlachtai iarnréid

in Eirinn agus sa Bhreatain a d’ordaigh ar dtds iad.
Thosaigh na haerlinte Aer Lingus, TWA, American
Airlines agus eile & gcur amach tar éis an Dara
Cogadh Domhanda agus ba ghné tdbhachtach da
bhfeachtas margaiochta iad.

Saol na blnse: oiledin na hEireann

Taispeantas grianghrafanna é seo a léirionn an
gnéathshaol ar na hoiledin thart ar chésta na hEireann
6 dheireadh na 194 aoise anall. Céad bliain ag
claochld atd ar taifead ins na pictidir seo. Roghnaiodh
na grianghrafanna as Cnuasach Lawrence, bailitichin
aitheanta a thugann léargas thar barr ar shaol na
hEireann trath bhi an 194 aois ag géilleadh don 206G
aois, as cnuasach Diggin agus 6n sarfhear ceamara
Colman Doyle. Bhi léirit suntasach ar ghnathshaol
mhuintir Acla, Arann, Dairbhre agus na mBlascaodai.
Bhi na grianghrafanna seo ar iasacht 6n gCartlann
Naisiunta Grianghrafadéireachta, cuid dilis den

Leabharlann Ndisiinta.

Take a Seat

Binsi agus cathaoireacha a rinne micléinn Dearadh
agus Déantus Troscéin 2006/2007 in Institidid
Teicneolaiochta Gaillimh-Maigh Eo (GMIT) i
Leitir Fraic a bhi sa taispeantas seo. D’oibrigh na
micléinn de réir treoracha a d’ullmhaigh foireann
teagaisc GMIT Leitir Fraic agus Ard-Mhusaem

na hEireann - Saol Tire chun 4it sui a dhearadh a
d’oirfeadh don phobal ar cuairt ar iléir taispedntais
an Mhusaeim. Ghlac na piosai ar leith inspreagadh
6n bhfoirgneamh taispedntais nua-aoiseach arna
dhearadh ag Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli, 6 Theach
Péirc Thurlaigh a rinne Thomas Newenham Deane
de réir stil ghotach na 194 aoise, 6 dbhar agus
téamai an Chnuasach Niisitnta Saol Tire agus 6

bhaill aonair troscdin dichasaigh ati ar taispedint.

Lucht Siiiil na hEireann: Saol ar an mBéthar
Nuair a bhi Seachtain an Lucht Sitil 4 ceiliaradh i
mi na Nollag, cuireadh vaigin bairille ar taispedint i
bhfearann an Mhusaeim, vaigin a rinneadh ar ordu
speisialta mar chuid de thionscnambh ar leithligh

de chuid Féram Idir-Eagraiochtai an Lucht Siuil

in Oirthear Mhaigh Eo. Dha bhliain a mhair an
tionscnambh seo, a raibh mar aidhm aige scileanna
ceirde duchasacha an lucht sitil a chur ar fail d’thir
an lucht sidil in Oirthear Mhaigh Eo, chun cuidia
leo fostaiocht a théil amach anseo. Chuir an Mdsaem
taispedntas ar sitl san am céanna a thug léargas ar
shaol agus ar thraidisitin Lucht Sitil na hEireann tré

bhithin an iliomad réada as bailiichdin an Mhusaeim.
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The work of the Education and Outreach
Department during 2007 combined the day-to-day
delivery of the Education and Outreach programme
with the development of the Department at strategy
and policy level, notably the review into the
staffing structure of the Education and Outreach
(E&O) Department with independent consultants,
Horwath Consulting Ireland and the completion of
the NMI Education & Outreach Policy, adopted

by the Board on 7 June 2007. The Department
contributed to a number of committees to progress
Museum-wide policy development including Access

and Exhibitions Policy.

The Education Department provided an
extensive service to both the informal and formal
audiences service including the provision of
pilot programmes for temporary and long-term

exhibitions and for new and existing audiences.

Projects or new services developed at Turlough
Park in 2007 included a newspaper competition
featuring unusual objects from the collection
which was published in February. A Traditional
Music, Song and Dance programme was developed,
piloted and delivered and is now on offer as part of
the Programme for Schools. A collaborative project
run in conjunction with GMIT at Letterfrack
resulted in an exhibition of gallery seating

made by the students, which is still running. At
Collins Barracks, the project to develop literature
and learning resources for Soldiers and Chiefs
progressed during 2007 and first drafts of all the
activity books were designed by end of 2007.

An exhibition of work which was created during

a series of workshops by students of the Good
Shepherd National School went on display in June
2007. To mark the 10th anniversary of the opening
of Collins Barracks, the department organised

an event that attracted more than 3,000 people
and received very positive feedback. In the latter
half of 2007, three tours/gallery based sessions
were developed and written into templates for
Education Staff as a teaching resource for schools.
They will be piloted in 2008 and will be adapted

for more audiences.

From January 2007, in Kildare Street, a new
Ancient Egypt worksheet was developed

and printed. Workshops were held with two
organisations Carmona and JASS both for people
with intellectual disabilities, these workshops
resulted in an exhibition, which ran for three weeks
from 26th June. Education assistants took part in
an Outreach visit to Mountjoy Prison, this was
very successful with good numbers in attendance.
Events were constrained during July and August
due to restricted access to some sections of the
upper floors. Work on a Resource Pack for the
Kingship and Sacrifice Exhibition commenced.
Two lectures series were held during the year on
the Iron Age and the Medieval Period.

In 2007, the Natural History division held many
successful events. At the beginning of the year
the Darwin Day lecture and tours were popular.
In April, staff went on outreach to Dublin Zoo
for Native Species Weekend and also held a

very productive week-long workshop entitled
Junior Shark Symposium, with a subsequent
exhibition. Drawing Day in May proved to be

a success once again for Natural History with
excellent numbers attending. The annual Bealtaine
photographic competition (celebrating arts in
older age) continued in 2007. Following closure
of the Merrion Street site, educational activities
were restricted, but popular events included: live
falconry display, children’s art competition and
exhibition, Science Week workshop and regular My

Museum Sunday events.
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Lean an roinn Oideachais agus For-Rochtana (OFR)
uirthi i 2007 ag cur an chlair OFR ar fdil 6 14 go 12
agus d’fhéach san am céanna le straitéis agus polasai
na roinne a fhorbairt. Na priomhrudai a rinneadh
né athbhreithniu ar struchtur na foirne sa roinn
OFR, leis na comhairleoiri neamhspledcha Horwath
Consulting Ireland, agus bailchrioch a chur ar
pholasai OFR an Mhusaeim, ar ghlac an bord
stitrtha leis ar 7 Meitheamh 2007. Ghlac an roinn
péirt i gcuid mhaith coisti a bhi le forbairt polasai

a chur chun cinn sa Mhusaem fré chéile, an Polasai

um Rochtain agus Taispedntais san direamh.

Chuir roinn an Oideachais seirbhis fhorleathan

ar fail don lucht féachana, idir fhoirmiuil agus
neamhfhoirmiuil, treoirthionscadail san direamh,
do thaispedntais idir shealadach agus fhadtéarmach,

ar mhaithe le lucht féachana idir shean is nua.

Cuireadh comortas nuachtdin ar sidl i measc na
dtionscadal nua ar lithair na roinne Saol Tire

1 bPairc Thurlaigh; réada neamhchoitianta as

an mbailidchdn a bhi ann, agus foilsiodh é i mi
Feabhra. Ceapadh, triaileadh agus seachadadh clar
Ceoil, Amhran agus Damhsa Traidisiunta, rud atd
ar fail anois mar chuid de Chlar na Scoileanna.
De bharr comhthionscadail le hlnstititiid
Teicneolaiochta na Gaillimhe agus Mhaigh Eo
(GMIT) i Leitir Fraic, cuireadh suiochdin 4iléir a

rinne na mic léinn ar taispedint, rud at4 fos ar sidl.

Chuaigh an obair chun cinn i nDun Ui Choiledin
12007 ar an tionscadal chun abhar léitheoireachta
agus foghlama a sholéthar don taispeéntas
Saighdiuiri agus Taoisigh agus bhi an chéad dréacht
de na leabhair gniomhaiochtai ar fail faoi dheireadh

na bliana.

Cuireadh saothar ar taispedint i mi an Mheithimh
2007 a rinne daltai Scoil Ndisiunta an Dea-Aoire in

imeacht sraith saotharlanna. D’eagraigh an roinn

coméradh deich mbliana oscailt Dhin Ui Choiledin.

Bhi 3,000 duine i lathair don 6cdid agus tugadh
ardmholadh di.

Ullmhaiodh tri chlar do chamchuairt né seisiin
oibre sna hailéir, agus cuireadh i dteimpléid iad sa
dara leath den bhliain 2007, le cur ar fail do lucht
oideachais mar acmhainn teagaisc sna scoileanna.
Déanfar iad a thriail 1 2008 agus cuirfear in

oiritiint iad do lucht éisteachta breise.

O mhi Eanair 2007 ar aghaidh, saothraiodh agus
clébhuaileadh bileog oibre nua faoin Sean-Eigipt
i Sraid Chill Dara. Tionéladh saotharlanna do
dhaoine faoi mhichumas intleachta i gcomhar leis
an dé eagraiocht Carmona agus JASS. Rinneadh
taispedntas de bharr na saotharlann sin a mhair
tri seachtaini 6 26 Meitheamh ar aghaidh. Ghlac
cuntoiri oideachais pairt i gcuairt for-rochtana ar
Phriosun Mhoinsed, cuairt ar éirigh go maith leis
agus a raibh freastal maith air. Bhi teorainn leis na
himeachtai i Srdid Chill Dara i mi Itil agus i mi
Linasa, de dheasca a dheacra a bhi sé dul isteach
ar chuid de na seomrai thuas staighre. Cuireadh
tds leis an obair ar Bheartin Acmhainni don
taispeantas Riogacht agus fobairt. Tionéladh dha
shraith 1éachtai i rith na bliana ar Ré an larainn

agus ar An Mednaois.

D’eagraigh ranndn Stair an Dulra go leor
imeachtai bisitla i 2007. Bhi an-tdir ar léacht agus
camchuairteanna L4 Darwin i dtosach na bliana.
Chuaigh an fhoireann ar thuras for-rochtana chuig
Gairdin na nAinmbhithe i m{ Aibredin le haghaidh
deireadh seachtaine na Speiceas Duchasach

agus chuir saotharlann seachtaine an-bhisiuil

ar bun faoin teideal Siompéisiam Siorc do na
Soisir; lean taispedntas i. Bhi an-rath aris ar L4 na
Liniochta a d’eagraigh lucht Stair an Dulra i mi

na Bealtaine, agus freastal an-mhaith air. Lean
comortas grianghrafadoireachta bliantuil Bealtaine
(ceiliuradh na n-ealajon i measc na n-aosach) i
2007. Bhi srian ar imeachtai oideachais nuair a
dinadh ionad Shraid Mhuirfean, ach bhi an-téir
ar léirit beo na seabhcéireachta, ar chomértas agus
taispedntas ealaion na bpdisti, ar shaotharlann
Sheachtain na hEolaiochta agus ar na himeachtai

reatha Dé Domhnaigh sa Mhusaem.
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Marketing activity at the National Museum of

Ireland was tremendously busy during 2007.

Visitor Numbers Cumulated Figures

Archaeology
Natural History

2006 2007 % Change
368,692 407,202 +10.4%
148,884 108,615 -27.0%

Decorative Arts & History =~ 245,291 374,347 +52.6%

Country Life
Total

100,645 113,430 +12.7%
863,512 1,003,594 +16.2%

EXHIBITION OPENINGS

Organised flyers, posters, adverts, invites, banners,

public relations, openings, media, and advertising

campaigns for the following:

Decorative Arts & History

RockChic - The Life and Times of The Electric
Guitar 1931-2006

All Fired Up - Irish Contemporary Ceramics
Whitewash & Thatch - Architectural Drawings
from the 1930s & 40s

The Irish High Cross

Sea Stallion exhibition (June *07)

Sea Stallion - arrival (Aug *07)

Neilli Mulcahy - Irish Haute Couture of the
50s & ‘60s

Franciscan Faith - Irish Art in Ireland
1600-1750

The Artefacts Project — Lorcan Walshe

Archaeology

Life & Death in the Roman World
Rites of Passage at Tara — The Excavation of

the Mound of Hostages

Natural History

Extinct In Ireland

Wild Trials

Dignified Kings Play Chess on Fine Green Silk
(held in Kildare St)

Country Life

Michael Davitt

Irish Patchwork Society

Hucklebuck Time

Take a Seat

Come back to Erin: Irish travel posters of the

twentieth century

» Island Life: the islands of Ireland

Advertising and PR Campaigns

* PR and advertising campaign for Soldiers
& Chiefs

» PR campaign for the launch of an An Post
stamp to commemorate the 150th Anniversary
of the Natural History Museum

+ PR campaign for the launch of An Post stamp
to commemorate the arrival of the Sea Stallion
Viking Ship.

+ Citychannel TV Campaign (focus on
Sea Stallion)

* National and Regional Radio

* National and Regional Press

*  Generic Outdoor Advertising

*  Bus shelters

+  Superlite Posters — Dublin, Knock Airport
and train stations

+  Commuter Billboards

*  Road junctions along N4 between Dublin
and Mayo

»  RTE Supporting the Arts Radio Campaigns

*  Various magazine campaigns

+  Luas poster campaigns

+  Titan Bussides Campaign

+  National Postcard Campaign

*  Quays Banner

Press and TV

Various national and regional newspapers, TV and
radio shows featured the NMI throughout 2007 as a
result of targeted press releases and media liaison for

Exhibitions and events.

Other Promotional Literature
Quarterly Calendar of Events
Floorplans

Soldiers and Chiefs Floor Plans
Four Museums brochure

Tour Operators Flyers

Schools Programme Literature

Other Activities
Sponsorship obtained for Féile na Tuaithe

Official Languages Act Committee

Networking

Trade Familiarisation Evenings for all sites
Tourism Ireland Workshops

Dublin Chamber of Commerce members

CNCI marketing and friends committee members
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Business to Arts members Museums of Mayo
Familiarisation visits to all sites by visiting media
and tour operators etc.

National Museums of Wales Networking visit

New Directional Signage

Several signage projects continued in all four sites

Market research was conducted by IPSOS Mori
Generic brochures and temporary flyers were
distributed countrywide via Brochure Brokers,

Glance Promotions and tourist offices

Regular strategic advertising was undertaken to
raise the awareness of the National Museum of
Ireland and the Museum of Ireland - Country Life,
particularly using:

*  Regional and National radio

*  Regional print media

+  Trade Publications

*  Superlite advertising in train stations

+ Websites

Extensive national and regional media coverage
was obtained throughout the year, particularly for
temporary exhibitions (Showbands, Travel Posters

and Islands exhibitions) and Féile na Tuaithe.

The Marketing Executive in Turlough Park
continues to strengthen links with the media,
service providers and tour operators both regionally
and nationally. Marketing support was provided

to the Education and Outreach Department
(promotion of its programme of events) and to the
Curatorial Department of the Irish Folklife Division

(promotion of temporary exhibitions).

The marketing mailing list (both postal and e-mail)
continues to expand and has proved to be very
effective in keeping target audiences aware of the
Museum and its ongoing programme of activities.
Ongoing marketing and day-to-day operational
support was provided to the Museum shop and
Museum Café, while the Museum was promoted as

a venue for corporate services throughout the year.

Promotional material was produced for all events and
activities and a full review of the floor plan began.

Implementation of Phase 2 of the signage programme
for Turlough Park began. Networking continued with

trade groups and special interest organisations.

The third annual Féile na Tuaithe - Turlough Park
attracted 12,000 people. External funding and
sponsorship was obtained to assist in the promotion

of the event.

2007 was the 4th year of operation for Corporate
Services. Activities were limited in Dublin as the
Kildare Street site was not available for holding
any Corporate Services events during the year, the
National Museum of Ireland - Natural History
was temporarily closed from early July. In addition
a dedicated staff resource i.e. Corporate Services

Executive, was not available for five months.

Nevertheless, a wide range of high-profile corporate, in-
house and Museum-related events such as conferences,
exhibition openings, meetings, training sessions,

book launches etc. were held in 2007. It is estimated
that approximately an additional 28,000 visitors were
exposed to the National Museum of Ireland through
such events. The PR and press coverage generated as

a result in the national and regional papers, including
occasional TV coverage, was extremely valuable

for the National Museum of Ireland. A successful
refurbishment of the café at the Collins Barracks was

completed and sales continue to grow there.

Retail

In 2007 a turnover figure of €1.13 m was reached.
During this time the closure of Natural History
resulted in the shop also being closed. This resulted
with a further loss of revenue in the Kildare St.
shop, as many visitors would have frequented the 2
sites. The Sea Stallion and Travel Poster exhibitions
ensured that both Collins Barracks and Country life

retail outlets increased sales.



MARGAIOCHT

Ealaiona Maisisla agus Stair

Lion na gCuairteoiri Figitiri Carntha
*  RockChic -The Life and Times of the Electric
q o
2006 2007 | Athré % Guitar 1931-2006
Seanddlaiocht 368,692 | 407,202 | +10.4% *  All Fired Up — Ceireamaic na Linne Seo in Eirinn
Stair an Dilra 148,884 108,615 -27.0% Aol agus Tui — Léardidi Ailtireachta 6s na
Ealaion Maisiul & Stair 245,291 374,347 | +52.6% triochadai agus na daicheadaf
Saol na Tuaithe 100,645 113,430 +12.7% e Ard-Chros na hEireann
Tomla 863,512 1,003,594 +16.2% »  Taispedntas Stail na Mara

»  Stail na Mara ag gabhdil calaidh
e Neilli Mulcahy — Ard-Fhaisean na hEireann
OSCAILT NA ins na 50dai agus na 60dai

7 «  Creideamh na bProinsiasach : Ealaion Chriifeach
DTAISPEANTAS o
in Eirinn 1600-1750

»  Tionscadal na nDéantdn: pictisiir agus léardidi
le Lorcan Walshe

Cuireadh bileoga, pdstaeir, fograi nuachtdin,
cartai cuiridh, meirgi, caidreamh poibli, oscailti,
caidreamh leis na medin cumarsaide agus feachtais

phoibliochta ar féil dos na himeachtai seo a leanas:

Come back to Erin: Irish Travel
Posters of the Twentieth Century,
National Museum of Ireland
- Country Life
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Seanddlatocht

*  Bds agus Beatha i Saol na Réimbe
*  Deasghndtha Targhabhdla ar Chnoc na

Teambrach: tochailt i nDumbach na nGiall

Stair an Diilra

InEagin Eirinn

»  Wild Trials Extinct

*  Dignified Kings Play Chess on Fine Green Silk
(i Srdid Chill Dara a léiriodh é)

Saol Tire

*  Hucklebuck Times

o Take a Seat — troscdn as Leitir Fraic

«  Filleadh ar Eirinn - péstacir taistil na 204 aoise
in Eirinn

o Saolnahblnse: oiledin na hEireann

«  Lucht Sistil na hEireann: Saol ar an mBéthar

Feachtais Fograiochta agus Caidrimh Phoibli

»  Foégraiocht agus caidreamh poibli do
Shaighdidiri agus Taoisigh

+ Caidreamh poibli do sheoladh an stampa poist
6 An Post ag coméradh 150 Bliain Musaem
Stair an Dulra

*  Caidreamh poibli do sheoladh an stampa
poist 6 An Post ag coméradh turas na Loinge
Lochlannai Stail na Mara

+  Feachtas teilifise Citychannel (ag dirit ar Stail
na Mara)

» Raidio ndisiinta agus réigiinach

+  Preas ndisiunta agus réigiunach

»  Fograiocht chinedlach faoin spéir

+  Foscaddin bus

*  Pbstaeir superlite in Aerfoirt Atha Cliath agus
Chnoc Mhuire agus ins na staisiuin traenach

+  Clair fégrai do lucht taistil

+  Crosbhéthair ar an N4 idir Baile Atha Cliath
agus Maigh Eo

*  Feachtais raidio RTE Supporting the Arts

«  Feachtais i roinnt irisleabhar

+  Feachtais pdstaer ar an LUAS

*  Feachtas fograiochta bus Titan
»  Feachtas naisitinta na gcartai poist

*  Meirg ar na Céanna

Preas agus Teilifis

Rinne roinnt nuachtdn néisiinta agus réigiunach
agus roinnt cldr raidio agus teilifise tracht ar
Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann in imeacht 2007 de
bharr réitis nuachta a diriodh orthu agus de bharr
an chaidreamh ar leith a rinneadh leo roimh na

taispedntais agus na himeachtai speisialta.

Abbar bolscaireachta scriofa
Féilire na n-imeachtai gach rdithe
Liniocht plean urldir

Plean urlair Saighdisiiri agus Taoisigh
Broisiur na gCeithre Musaem
Bileoga do thionscnoiri turais
Abhar do Chlér na Scoileanna

Obair Eile
Urraiocht a fhail do Fhéile na Tuaithe
Coiste um Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiula

Caidreamb Forleathan

Trathnonta Eolais do lucht gné i ngach ionad
Saotharlanna Tourism Ireland

Combhaltai Cumann Lucht Tréd4la Atha Cliath
Margaiocht CNCI agus combhaltai coiste na gcairde
Combaltai Business to Arts

Musaeim Chontae Mhaigh Eo

Cuairteanna Eolais ar na hionaid go 1éir le haghaidh
iriseoiri, tionscndiri turas agus eile

Cuairt Mhusaem Ndisitinta na Breataine Bige

Treochombarthai Nua
Cuid mhaith tionscnamh comharthai ar leantint ins

na ceithre hionaid

Taighde Margaiochta
Rinne IPSOS Mori an taighde margaiochta

Dailisichan Broisisr
Rinneadh bréisitir chinealacha agus bileoga
sealadacha a dhdileadh ar fuaid na tire tré Brochure

Brokers, Glance Promotions agus na hoifigi failte.

Margaiocht ar leith don Ard-Mhusaem- Saol Tire
Tugadh faoi bholscaireacht stratéiseach rialta chun
eolas agus aithne an phobail ar an Ard-Mhusaem -
Saol Tire a mhéadu, go speisialta tré bhithin

* raidio naisitinta agus réigiinach

*  medin chlé réigiunach

+ foilseachain ghné

« fégraiocht shoilsithe ins na stdisitin (superlite)

+ laithredin gréasain



Fuarthas clidach fairsing ins na medin néisiinta
agus réigitnach i gcaitheamh na bliana ar fad, go
hairithe i gcds na dtaispeantas sealadach (Sed-
Bhannai Ceoil, Péstaeir Taistil, Saol na hlnse) agus

Féile na Tuaithe.

Leanann an tOifigeach Margaiochta i bPairc
Thurlaigh air ag neartu ar an gcaidreamh néisitinta
agus réigitinach leis na medin cumarséide, le

lucht soldthar seirbhise agus leis na tionscnoiri
turais. Cuireadh tacaiocht margaiochta ar fail

don roinn Oideachais agus For-Rochtana (maidir
le bolscaireacht do chldr na n-imeachtai) agus

don roinn Coimeddaiochta sa rannin Saol Tire

(bolscaireacht do thaispeantais shealadacha).

Bionn an liosta seoltai (idir phost agus riomh-
phost) ag leathnt i gcdnafi agus is éifeachtach an
modh é le lucht féachana sprice a choinnedil ar an
eolas faoin Musaem agus faoi chlar leantinach na
n-imeachtai. Tugadh tacaiocht sheasta margaiochta
agus feidhmitchdin laethuil do shiopa agus caifé
an Mhusaeim agus cuireadh an Musaem chun cinn
mar ionad seirbhisi corpardideacha i gcaitheamh na

bliana ar fad.

Cuireadh abhar bolscaireachta ar féil dos na
himeachtai agus na gniomharthai ar fad. Cuireadh
tus le athbhreithnid iomlan ar phlean an urlair.
Tosaiodh ar Chéim 2 de chlar comharthaiochta Pairc
Thurlaigh. Leanadh den chaidreamh le grapai gné

agus le eagraiochtai sainspéise.

Féile na Tuaithe

D’threastail 12,000 duine ar Fhéile na Tuaithe 1
bPairc Thurlaigh, an triu Féile bhliantdil. Fuarthas
maoiniu seachtrach agus urraiocht chun cuidiu leis

an mbolscaireacht don Fhéile.

Seirbhisi Corpardideacha

Ba i 2007 an trit bliain oibre ag na Seirbhisi
Corpardideacha. Bhi teorainn leis an ngniomhaiocht
i mBaile Atha Cliath, mar nach raibh foirgneamh
Sraid Chill Dara ar féil le haghaidh imeachtai
Seirbhisi Corpardideacha i rith na bliana agus go
raibh Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann — Stair an Dilra
dunta 6 mhi Itil amach. Ina theannta sin, bhi

ball foirne tiomnaithe, an tOifigeach Seirbhisi

Corparéideacha, in easnamh ar feadh ctig mhi.

Cuireadh an-chuid imeachtai ar sitil mar sin féin
12007, idir imeachtai corpardideacha suntasacha,
oscailt taispedntas, cruinnithe, seisitin oiliina,
seoladh leabhar stl. Meastar gur chuir tuairim

1s 28,000 cuairteoiri aithne ar Ard-Mhudsaem na
hEireann de bharr imeachtai den chineal sin.
Gineadh caidreamh poibli agus cludach preas da
thoradh sin ins na paipéir ndisiunta agus réigiunacha,
maille le clidach teilifise 6 am go ham, rudai a
chuaigh chun tairbhe go mér do Ard-Mhtsaem na
hEireann. Cuireadh bailchrioch ar athchéirit an
chaifé i nDun Ui Choiledin, obair ar éirigh go maith

1éi, agus t4 an diolachdn ansin ag dul i méid i gcdnai.

Miondiolachin

Baineadh liimhdeachas €1.13 milliin amach sa
bhliain 2007. Nuair a dunadh foirgneamh Stair an
Dulra, dinadh an siopa ann chomh maith, rud a ba
chionsiocair le caillteanas tuilleadh ioncaim i siopa
Sraid Chill Dara freisin, mar go rachadh an-chuid
cuairteoirf chuig an dé shiopa. Thdinig méadu ar

an diolachdn i nDun Ui Choiledin agus i bPairc
Thurlaigh araon, de thoradh an d4 thaispedntas Stail

na Mara agus Péstaeir Taistil.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC

The Department provides a photographic service

to all areas of the Museum, producing images of
museum objects for in-house use and for external
clients. Museum publications, promotional
literature, new archaeological discoveries and lectures

all require photographic images.

At the beginning of the year the implementation
committee agreed a strategy to implement the
independent consultancy report that was carried
out in the Photographic Department during 2006.
This report had been completed and agreed at the
end of 2006.

Photography was provided for the following
exhibitions, Come Back to Erin: Irish travel posters of the
twentieth century; Neilli Mulcahy: Irish Haute Conture
of the 50s and 60s; The Irish High Cross; Life ¢ Death
in the Roman World, Sea Stallion: Dublin’s Viking
Warship Comes Home; Franciscan Faith: Sacred Art in
Ireland, 1600 - 1750; Rites of passage at Tara — the
excavation of the Mound of the Hostages and Irish
Travellers: A life on the Road.

Ongoing requests for the external market were
carried out as well as general requests from all

Divisions and Departments for research, publications

and lectures. New photography was undertaken

for the arrival and transportation from the quays in
Dublin city to Clarke Square of the Sea Stallion from
Glendalough, corporate photography at Turlough Park,
photography of new exhibition galleries, photography
of the Carrowmore Finds, Dublin Human Remains,
Boora excavation finds, Irish Crochet, photography
for lectures for the National Museum of Ireland

lecture series and external lectures.

The Department organised photography throughout
the Museum for all marketing and educational
events, and images were produced for the 2005
Annual Report, Roman & Byzantine Antiquities in

the National Museum of Ireland and the quarterly

Calendar of Events.

A Request for Tender was issued during the year
for a panel of contract photographers on a call off
contract for one year. It commenced in June and

three photographers were appointed to the panel.

New equipment was purchased for the Irish Folklife
Division, Education Department and Conservation

Department (Asgard Project, Natural History).
The Irish High Cross,

National Museum of

Ireland - Decorative
Arts & History
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GRIANGHRAFACHT

Déanann an roinn seo freastal grianghrafaddireachta
ar réimsi uile an Mhusaeim agus cuireann fomhénna
de réada an Mhusaeim ar fail le haghaidh usdid
inmheénach né cliantai seachtracha. Eilionn idir
thoilseachéin, 4bhar stocaireachta, fionnachtana

nua seanddlajochta agus léachtai an Mhusaeim uile

iomhdnna grianghrafacha.

Shocraigh an coiste feidhmithe i dtds na bliana

ar straitéis chun an tuarascdil a chur i bhfeidhm

a rinne na comhairleoiri neamhspleicha sa roinn
Grianghrafachta i 2006. Bhi bailchrioch curtha ar
an tuarascail sin agus glacadh 1éi i ndeireadh na
bliana 2006.

Cuireadh grianghrafanna ar fiil do na taispedntais
seo a leanas:
Filleadh ar Eirinn: péstaeir taistil na 204 aoise

Neilli Mulcahy: ard-fhaisean na hEireann sna caogadai

agus na seascadai

Ard-Chros na hEireann

Bds agus Beatha i Saol na Rdimbe

Stail na Mara: Filleadh Long Cogaidh Dubblinn

Fossil,
Sea Snail in Limestone
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na Lochlannach

Creideamh na bProinsiasach: Ealaion Chriifeach in
Eirinn 1600-1750

Deasghndtha Targhabhdla ar Chnoc na Teambrach:
tochailt i nDumbach na nGiall

Lucht Sittil na bEireann: Saol ar an mBdthar

Comblionadh iarratais reatha 6n margadh seachtrach
chomh maith leis na hiarratais choitianta 6

ranna agus ranndin an Mhdsaeim féin maidir

le taighde, foilseachdin agus léachtai. Rinneadh
grianghrafanna nua nuair a thainig ‘Stail Mara
Ghleann Dd Loch’ isteach agus gur iompraiodh i

6 chéanna Bhaile Atha Cliath go dti Cearnég Ui
Chléirigh; grianghrafadéireacht chorpardideach

1 bPairc Thurlaigh; grianghrafanna na n-diléar
nua taispedntais; grianghrafanna na bhfriotha ar
an gCeathrt Mhér; Taisi Daonna Bhaile Atha
Cliath; friotha na tochailte sa Bhuarach; Créisé na
hEireann; grianghrafanna do shraith léachtai Ard-

Mhtsaem na hEireann agus do léachtai seachtracha.

D’eagraigh an roinn an ghrianghrafadéireacht le
haghaidh imeachtai margajochta agus oideachais
an Mhusaeim fré cheile. Solathrajiodh iomhanna
do Thuarascail Bhlianttil 2005; Seaniarsmai 6n

Réimh agus 6n Bhiosdint in Ard-Mhidsaem na

hEireann agus Féilire na nImeachtaf gach réithe.

Cuireadh Iarratas ar Thairiscinti amach i
gcaitheamh na bliana do phainéal grianghrafadoiri
ar conradh bliana ‘glao isteach’. Thosaigh sé i mi
an Mheithimh agus ceapadh tritr grianghrafadéir

ar an bpainéal.

Ceannaiodh trealamh don rannan Saol Tire, do
roinn an Oideachais agus don roinn Caomhantais

(tionscadal Asgard, Stair an Dilra).
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DESIGN

In servicing the various departments/divisions
within the National Museum’s four sites, the Design
Department provides a high quality, professional

design service.

The year 2007 saw the department involved in a
large number of projects which ranged from artefact
illustration, exhibition support, student placement,

cartography and general graphic support.

Exhibition support consisted of the design of
graphic display panels and labelling for four
exhibitions. All Fired Up: Irish Contemporary Ceramics
an exhibition of Irish contemporary ceramics, saw
the studio provide, for the first time, all of the
graphics required to mount this exhibition. Come
back to Erin: Irish travel posters of the twentieth century
was an exhibition of travel and tourism posters that
were displayed at the National Museum of Ireland -
Country Life in Castlebar. The Design Department
again provided all the necessary graphical elements
for this exhibition and as with all other exhibitions
this year, all posters, invites, flyers, directional
signage and press ads, were designed to the highest
standards. Sea Stallion: Dublin’s Viking Warship
Comes Home was an exciting project in which the
department was fully involved. The studio provided
all design work for this project, including graphic
support for an exhibition associated with the Viking
ship showing the context of the vessel and how it
was reconstructed. The Artefacts Project an exhibition
of paintings of Early Christian artefacts by artist
Lorcan Walshe was the first time the studio designed
and produced an exhibition catalogue. Large format
banners, posters, labelling and press ads were

designed for this exhibition.

Other projects which the studio was involved with
included the judging, design and mounting of the
children’s art competition for the Education and

Outreach Department.
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The ongoing Medieval Dublin Publications project
saw the completion of the Scabbards and Sheaths
volume, with all illustrations, maps, charts, tables
and cover design provided by the studio. The
illustrations for this, and other publications were

provided through a contract of service illustrator.

2007 was a very successful year for the department
especially in the area of exhibition support and
design. Going forward it is hoped to expand this
service to encompass any of the design projects that

are currently being outsourced.

The Design Department acquired a new A3 flatbed

scanner which serves as an aid to the design process.
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Sea Stallion: Dublin’s Viking

Warship Comes Home,
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DEARADH

Déanann an roinn Dearaidh freastal ar na ranna agus
ranndin éagsila sa cheithre hionad atd ag an Mdsaem
agus cuireann seirbhis ardchaighdedin, phroifisiunta

dearaidh ar fail d6ibh.

Bhi an roinn pairteach san iliomad tionscadal i 2007,
léirithe déantén, tacaiocht do na taispedntais, socri
mac léinn, cartagrafaiocht agus iltacaiocht ghrafach

ina measc.

Maidir leis an tacaiocht do thaispeantais, dearadh
painéil ghrafacha agus rinneadh lipéadu do cheithre
thaispeantas. Bhi an chéad seans ag an stitiideo
iomlén na ngrafaici a sholéthar do thaispedntas nuair
a cuireadh A1l Fired Up: Ceireamaic Eireannach na Linne
Seo ar bun, taispe4ntas ceireamaice Eireann na linne
seo. Taispedntas pOstaer taistil agus turasdireachta a
bhi in Filleadh ar Eirinn: péstacir taistil na 204 aoise a
cuireadh ar taispedint san ionad Ard-Mhusaem na
hEireann — Saol na Tuaithe i gCaisle4n an Bharraigh.
Chuir an roinn Dearaidh na mireanna grafacha go léir
a theastaigh ar f4il don taispeantas seo freisin, agus
dearadh na postaeir, cuiri, fégrin, treochomharthai
agus fograi nuachtdin go 1éir ar uaschaighdean.
Tionscadal corraitheach a bhi i Stail na Mara:
Filleadh Long Cogaidh Dubblinn na Lochlannach agus
ghlac an roinn lanphdirt ann. Chuir an stidideo

an obair dheartha ar fad ar fail don tionscadal seo,
agus tacaiocht ghrafach don taispedntas a ghabh

leis an long Lochlannach san direambh, ag 1éiria
chombhthéacs na loinge agus an chaoi ar atdgadh 1.
Rinne an stidideo cataldg taispedntais a dhearadh
agus a théirgeadh don chéad vair i gcas Tionscadal

na nDéantdn, taispeantas pictitiri de chuid Lorcan
Walshe de dhéantdin 6 ré na luath-Criostaiochta.
Dearadh meirgi méra, postaeir, lipéadu agus fograi

nuachtdin don taispeantas seo.
Ghlac an stidideo pdirt freisin i roghnd, dearadh agus

gléasadh chomortas ealaine na bpdisti thar ceann na

roinne Oideachais agus For-Rochtana.
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Maidir leis an tionscadal reatha Foilseachdin faoi
Bhaile Atha Cliath na Meénaoise, criochnaiodh an
t-imleabhar Scabbards and Sheaths, a chuimsionn
léardidi, léarscdileanna, cairteanna, tiblai agus
cludach, iad ar fad deartha ag an stiaideo.
Maisitheoir leabhair ar conradh a sholéthair na
léardidi don fthoilseachdn seo agus d’thoilseachdin

eile chomh maith.

Bliain an-rathuil a bhi ag an roinn i 2007, go héirithe
6 thaobh tacaiocht agus dearadh taispeantas. Tathar

ag suil leis an tseirbhis sin a fthairsingiu amach anseo,
chun aon obair dearaidh atd amuigh ar conradh faoi

lathair a chuimsid.

Fuair an roinn Dearaidh scanéir nua planach A3, rud

a chuidionn leis an obair dheartha.



All Fired Up

IRISH CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS

Colline Barracks, Dublin 7

HUSEUH Decorarive Arts & History

MNatioo] Moseom of Trelsnd

Ard- bl m ma hEIrann

65



FACILITIES
(ACCOMMODATION AND SECURITY)

Interior, National
Museum of Ireland -
Natural History
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The Facilities Department falls under the remit of
the Services Division of the National Museum of
Ireland. The Department coordinates the building
management functions for all eight sites of the
National Museum. These sites comprise of four

public and four reserve collection sites.

The Department also provides front of house
services throughout the Museum. Assisted by

in excess of eighty (staff, our teams carryout a
public safety and invigilation role throughout
all four public sites and provides a lesser level
of services to our four reserve collection storage
facilities too. Three of these stores namely Beggars
Bush, Daingean, and indeed Lanes borough had
considerable monies spent on them during 2007
improving their staff working conditions and
attending to outstanding maintenance works.

Each of these reserve collection sites store the

portable heritage of Ireland amounting to several
million artefacts and they too require and demand
ongoing attention. To this end we are very
appreciative for the support of OPW who service
our service contracts and maintain our buildings.
Notwithstanding the fact that old and historic
buildings require a lot of ongoing maintenance
they can require emergency maintenance works

to be carried out too. In May 2007 part of the
ceiling in the Viking Exhibition Gallery fell, this
necessitated emergency remedial works to be under
taken on both the Viking and Ceramic room
ceilings in the National Museum of Ireland on
Kildare Street. During this time the Viking Gallery

remained closed for three months.

On 5th July 2007 a serious incident involving
the collapse of a stone staircase occurred in our
Natural History Museum - unfortunately the
accident did result in some members of a visiting
group of teachers being injured but thankfully

there were no fatalities.

Our temporary exhibition programmes were
hugely popular especially in Collins Barracks
particularly with the arrival of the Viking
Longboat Exhibition. The logistical challenges
posed in lifting the Sea Stallion Viking Longboat
(measuring 100 feet) out of the Dublin Docklands,
transporting her by road and delivering her

safely into Clarke Square, Collins Barracks were
enormous. Not only did we have to contend

with manoeuvring the longboat along the public
highway we also has to transport her across the
croppy acre and lift her over the luas lines and over
the forty (40) meter buildings surrounding Clarke
Square. We look forward to repeating the process

again in May 2008 however this time in reverse.

Security and fire prevention are both very much at
the top of the agenda for the facilities department.
We spend considerable monies conducting staff
training upgrading security cameras and indeed

we introduced access control throughout Collins
Barracks and the systems in Kildare Street required

substantial upgrade works too.






SAORAIDI
(FOIRGINTI AGUS SLANDAIL)
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T4 an roinn seo faoi choimirce rannén Seirbhisi
Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann. Déanann an roinn
comhordu ar obair bhainistiocht foirgneamh sna
hocht ldithreacha atd ag an Musaem. Ceithre ionad

poibli agus ceithre ionad ctlbhailitichn atd i gceist.

Déanann an roinn freastal ar an bpobal freisin ar fud
an Mhusaeim. Comhlionann foirne na Saoraidi, a
bhfuil breis agus ceithre scér fostaithe ag cuidit leo,
curam den slandéil phoibli agus den fheitheoireacht
sa cheithre hionad poibli agus déanann siad freastal
ar na ceithre stéras ctltaca chomh maith, gan an
oiread céanna seirbhise. Caitheadh riar maith airgid
ar thri cinn de na stdrais seo 1 2007, eadhon Tor

an Bhacaigh, An Daingean agus Béal Atha Liag,
d’thonn cuinsi oibre na foirne a theabhsu agus
déiledil le hobair chothabhéla a bhi chun deiridh.

T4 oidhreacht iniompraithe na hEireann i dtaisce sna
storais cudltaca, a chuimsionn na millidin déantin,
agus ni mdr aire sheasta a thabhairt déibhsean
freisin. T4 an roinn an-bhuioch da bhri sin d’Oifig
na nOibreacha Poibli, a chuireann seirbhisi ar fail

ar conradh agus a dhéanann ciram de chothabhdil
foirginti an Mhusaeim. Cé go mbionn gé ag
seanthoirgnimh stairitla le go leor cothabhéla
reatha, tarlaionn go dteastddh obair chothabhéla
éigeandala uathu chomh maith. Thit cuid den sileéil
in Ailéar na Lochlannach, Sréid Chill Dara, i mi

na Bealtaine 2007 agus b’éigean obair éigeandéla
deisitichdin a chur idir limha ar an siledil san 4iléar
sin agus i seomra na Ceireamaice araon. Bhi Ailear na

Lochlannach dunta ar feadh tri mhi i rith an ama seo.

Bhain tarlt tromchuiseach d’4ras Stair an Dulra

ar 5 Iail 2007 nuair a thit staighre cloiche. Ar an
drochuair, gortaiodh roinnt daoine de dheasca na
timpiste i measc buion muinteoiri a bhi ar cuairt san

1onad, ach bhiomar buioch nar maraiodh aon duine.

Bhi an-richairt ar na taispedntais sealadacha, go
speisialta i nDun Ui Choiledin, agus go mérmhoér
nuair a cuireadh an Long Lochlannach ar taispedint.
Nior bheag mar dhushlan 16istiochta an long

thada Lochlannach ‘Stail na Mara’ (100 troigh

ar fhad) a ardu as duganna Bhaile Atha Cliath, a
iompar ar an mbéthar agus a thabhairt sldn isteach

i gCearndg Ui Chléirigh i nDun Ui Choiledin. Ni
amhdin go mb’éigean don roinn an long a ldiimhsia
agus a ionramhiil feadh an bhéthair mhéir, ach
b’éigean i a iompar anonn thar Acra na gCropaithe
agus { a ardu os cionn rianta an LUAS agus na
bhfoirgneamh daichead méadar ar airde timpeall ar
Chearnég Ui Chléirigh. T4 an roinn ag suil an beart
a dhéanambh in athuair i mi na Bealtaine 2008, sa

treo eile an uair seo.

Tugann an roinn tosafocht i gconai don slandail
agus do sheachaint déitedin. Caitheadh suim

mhor airgid ar oilitlint na foirne agus ar uasghrddu
na gceamarai slandala. Cuireadh céras rialachdn
rochtana i bhfeidhm ar fud Dhun Ui Choiledin agus
b’éigean moéruasghridu a dhéanambh ar an gedras i

Sréid Chill Dara.






ADMINISTRATION

The Administration Division is responsible

for the overall administration of the National
Museum of Ireland and, in particular, for financial
management, human resources management and

information communications technology.

A report on each of the three key areas, Financial
Management, Human Resources Management,
and Information Communications Technology is

given below.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

The 2007 allocations received from the Department

of Arts, Sport and Tourism are as follows:

® Day €7,613,000
® Non Pay €5,899,000
o Capital €4,820,000
o Total €18,332,000

As part of the annual business planning process,
the capital and non-pay allocations from the
Department were allocated to the Museum’s internal

budgets for expenditure.

The changeover to payment of supplier invoices and
of staff expenses by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

direct to their bank accounts continued throughout

Bronze Enamelled
disc-brooch, mid-1st
to 2nd century AD

2007 with NMI staff payments now 100% EFT.
The Administration Division provided assistance
and support to the Board’s Audit Committee in
carrying out their audit functions. This included
working with Internal Auditors (Deloitte) and
partaking in three of the four quarterly internal
audit work programmes this year. The Finance
Unit is continually seeking to streamline
operations, taking advantage of new technologies
and implementing C & AG and internal audit
recommendations, to ensure the integrity of the unit

and its function.

In June and July of 2007, the Finance Unit co-
ordinated the preparation of the Museum’s 2008
expenditure estimates submission in consultation
with the relevant Museum budget holders. This
submission was forwarded to DAST in July 2007.

A Value for Money audit of the Museum collections
management processes, undertaken by the
Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG), which
commenced in September 2006, continued in
2007. The relevant Divisions/Departments of the
Museum provided information and assistance

to the auditors. The Administration Division
continued to provide information in relation to

financial and staffing matters.

A decision had been made in previous years to
dispense with the existing iRenaissance financial
package, which was in use in NMI, and to acquire

a new improved system. Towards the end of 2006,
NMI had begun to consider the option of using the
Oracle Financials system of the Financial Shared
Services Centre of the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform in Killarney. In 2007 the
formal decision-making process began. A business
case was prepared outlining the various options

open to NMI in relation to the acquisition of a

Amphitheatre token, late
1st to 2nd century AD



new system and a feasibility study of the Killarney
option was carried out. The recommendation arising
from this process was that NMI should opt to use
the Financial Shared Services system (Oracle). NMI
senior management approved this decision and a
project plan was put in place. As a consequence,
NMI commenced the implementation of Oracle
Financials in 2007. As part of the implementation
process, and to streamline functionality and
processes within the financial arena, the Accounts
Payable function was outsourced to Killarney. The
cost to NMI of using the Financial Shared Services
system in resource terms was one Clerical Officer
post. The system went live in January of 2008 on

budget and on time.

Using Oracle Financials as provided by the Financial
Shared Services Centre gives NMI access to a “State
of the Art” top tier FMS system that is used by
some of the largest companies in the world but at a
fraction of the cost. All of NMUD’s financial business
can now be reported from this system including
Accounts Receivable, Accounts Payable, Fixed
Assets, General Ledger, Travel and Subsistence and a

payroll interface.

Financial statements are prepared annually and an
accompanying audit file is prepared with each set
of accounts. During the 2007, C&AG audit, the
Finance Manager and his team were on-hand to
provide any additional information or clarification
requested by the auditors. NMI’s accounts in
respect of the year ended 31st December 2007,
which have been audited by the C&AG and
prepared in accordance with the requirements of
section 35 of the National Cultural Institutions Act,

1997, are included in this report.

The Finance Unit continued to develop policies and
procedures for this function and have completed
museum-specific policies for Fixed Assets and
Procurement. Work also commenced on a Risk
Management policy and the NMI Risk Register,
which is near completion and will be subject to

regular review at all levels.

HUMAN RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT

Recruitment

Recruitment formed a large portion of the work

of the Human Resources (HR) Unit during 2007.
The return of remaining seconded staff to the
wider Civil Service by the end of May 2007 created
a number of vacancies. In addition, the filling of
sanctioned posts for autonomy and the vacancies
created by the departure of staff on career break,
maternity leave, resignations and retirement

generated a large work load.

Payroll

In accordance with the recommendations of the
Internal Auditors new procedures were put in
place to ensure that payroll adjustments have been

implemented by the Financial Shared Services Centre.

Partnership

In consultation with NMT’s Partnership Committee,
HR co-ordinated the draft of NMI’s progress report
which identified progress made during Stage 3 of
“Towards 2016 Action Plan”. The draft was approved
by the Board and then submitted to the Secretary
General of DAST.

NMI Partnership Committee was reviewed and
new members were nominated. A set of Standing
Orders was adopted and the Committee convened
on five occasions during the year. Diversity in the
Workplace and a Child Safety Policy were some of

the issues considered by members.

Under Section 19, subsection 6 (a) and (b), of the
National Cultural Act of 1997, staff members of
NMI are entitled to be involved in the appointment
of one person to NMI’s Board. As outlined in the
Act, the mechanism of selection may be determined
by the Minister following a consultation process
with staff members. As the original staff nominee

to NMTI’s Board, Ms Nessa O’Connor, came to the
end of her term of office in July 2007, the procedure
relating to nominating the new staff representative
to serve on the Board was the subject of a number
of meetings of the Partnership Committee. These

discussions continued into 2008.
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Joint Conciliation Council

The Joint Conciliation Council (JCC), with staff,
unions and management representatives, which

was established in accordance with the Transitional
Scheme for Conciliation and Arbitration provided
for in the Agreed Report of the DAST Departmental
Council relating to the implementation of the
National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997 (the NMTI’s
autonomy) met three times in 2007. The Transitional
Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme was put in
place as part of the Agreed Report with a twenty-five
month deadline. As agreed at the July meeting, a
request to seek an extension of the JCC until the
end of 2008 was submitted to the Department of
Finance via DAST in October 2007.

Training

During the year training was provided in a number
of areas e.g. all staff members were trained in
“Anti-Harassment and Bullying Awareness”. Line
Managers were given Anti-Harassment and Bullying
training. “Positive Communications Training”
commenced in selected areas and is being rolled out
to all staff on a phased basis. In addition, training
was provided on interviewing skills (for interview
board members), minute taking/business writing
skills, project management, languages, and a number

of information technology courses.

Occupational Health Service

The Civil Service Occupational Health Service, which
included the Employee Assistance Service, continued
to be made available to NMI staff for a transition
period following autonomy. To replace these

services, a Request for Tender for the provision of an
Occupational Health Programme and an Employee
Assistance Service was advertised on eTenders with a
closing date in late November 2007. The assessment

of the tender process continued into 2008.

INFORMATION
COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

During the year, a number of infrastructure
improvements took place such as the installation

of new servers, VPN upgrades, insertion of new
routers, switches, additional cabling, VOIP phones
in a section of NMI. In addition, a hardware asset
inventory was completed and this formed the basis
for a replacement of obsolete WinTel PCs and Apple

Macs, within agreed procurement frameworks.

Following the return of the ICT staff to the Civil
Service, new ICT were recruited and appointed in
the latter half of 2007.

The following work programmes were carried out in

relation to ICT applications and processes:

+  Call monitoring software and associated
hardware installation was upgraded and regular
reports were designed and implemented.

+  The Collection Database Software was upgraded.

*  The Time Management Software was upgraded.

»  The contract for the re-design of NMI’s new
Website was awarded and work commenced on
the website infrastructure.

»  Functional and technical preparations took
place to prepare for the transition from the
existing iRenaissance financial package to
the Oracle Financials Management System
in the Financial Shared Services Centre
in Killarney.

»  New systems and processes were put in place to
respond to ICT Helpdesk queries and support

for the financial management system.



RIARACHAN

Déanann an rannén Riarachdin ciram de
riar foriomlan Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann
agus go hairithe den bhainistiocht airgeadais,
den bhainistiocht daonacmhainni agus den

teicneolaiocht faisnéise agus cumarsdide.

Ta tuairisc thios ar gach ceann de na

priomhréimsi seo.

BAINISTIOCHT
AIRGEADAIS

Fuarthas leithdhdilti 6n Roinn Ealaion, Spdirt agus
Turaséireachta (DAST) i 2007 mar a leanas:

e DPi €7,613,000
® Neamhphd €5,899,000
o Caipiteal €4,820,000
e Jomlin €18,332,000

Diileadh na leithdhéilti caipitil agus neamhpha ar
bhuiséid caiteachais inmhednacha an Mhusaeim,
mar chuid den phréiseas pleanala bliantdil.

Lean an t-athrd chun riomhaistrid airgid (EFT) i rith
2007 maidir le sonraisc 6 lucht solathair agus costais
na mball foirne; t4 iomldn na n-{ocaiochtai le baill

na foirne 4 riomhaistriti anois.

Cuireann an rannén Riarachdin cinamh agus
tacaiocht ar féil do Choiste Initichéireachta an Bhoird
agus é i mbun a chiram initchéireachta. D’oibrigh

si leis na hInituchéiri Inmhednacha (Deloitte) agus
ghlac péirt i mbliana i dtri cinn de na ceithre chlér
oibre raithitil don inidchadh inmhednach. Bionn

an tAonad Airgeadais ag siorchuardach modh

oibre nios liofa, agus buntéiste 4 bhaint aige as an
nuatheicneolaiocht, agus moltai 6n Ard-Reachtaire
Cuntas agus Ciste agus 6 na hinitchéiri inmhednacha
a chur 1 bhfeidhm, ar mhaithe leis an aonad agus a

shaothar a choinneil slan.

Chombhordaigh an tAonad Airgeadais ullmht na
haighneachta i dtaobh na meastichan caiteachais
2008, i mi an Mheithimh agus mi Iuil 2007, i
gcombhaitle leo sin a bhi freagrach as sa Mhusaem as
gach buiséad faoi seach. Cuireadh an aighneacht seo
faoi bhraid na Roinne (DAST) i mi Iuil 2007.

Rinneadh initchadh, ag tost i mi Mhedn
Foémbhair 2006 agus ag leantint i 2007, ar phrdisis
bhainistiocht bailiichan an Mhtsaeim, 6 thaobh

Luacha ar Airgead. An tArd-Reachtaire Cuntas agus

Ciste a thug faoi. Chuir na ranna agus na ranndin
chui sa Mhusaem faisnéis agus cinamh ar fail do
na hinitchéiri. Lean ranndn an Riarachdin air ag

solathair faisnéise ar chursai airgeadais agus foirne.

Rinneadh cinneadh sna blianta roimhe sin an
pacdiste airgeadais iRenaissance a chur i leataobh
agus nuachoras feabhsaithe a fthéil. Thosaigh an
Musaem, ag tarraingt le deireadh na bliana 2006, ag
breithnid cdras Oracle Financials atd in sdid ag an
Ionad Seirbhisi Comhroinnte Airgeadais sa Roinn
Dli agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus Athchéirithe DIi
1 gCill Airne. 12007 a cuireadh tus leis an bprdiseas
foirmedlta cinnteoireachta. Ullmhaiodh ciis ghno
ag sracrianadh na roghanna a bhi roimh an Musaem
maidir le coras nua a théil agus rinneadh staidéar
indéantachta ar rogha Chill Airne. An moladh

a d’eascair as an bprdiseas seo na gur chéir don
Mhusaem céras Oracle na Seirbhisi Comhroinnte
Airgeadais a roghnu. Thoiligh ardbhainistiocht an

Mhusaeim leis an gcinneadh seo agus insealbhaiodh

plean tionscadail. Thosaigh an Musaem dé bharr
sin ar Oracle Financials a chur i bhfeidhm i 2007.

] 1)
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Cuireadh obair na gCuntas Inioctha allamuigh go
Cill Airne mar chuid den phroéiseas feidhmiuchain,
ar mhaithe leis an deédtheidhmiu agus na proisis

i réimse an airgeadais a liomhadh. Maidir le
hacmhainni, chosain tsdid an Chérais Seirbhisi
Combhroinnte post amhdin Oifigigh Chléireachais
ar an Musaem. Rinneadh an beochéras a adhaint go

pointiuil i mi Eanair 2008, gan an buiséad a sharu.

Agus Oracle Financials in Uséid aige, faoi mar a
sholdthraionn an tlonad Seirbhisi Comhroinnte
Airgeadais ¢é, ta fail ag an Musaem ar chéras
bainistit airgeadais den scoth agus den déanambh is
déanai, faoi mar a usiideann cuid de na comhlachtai
is m6 ar domhan, ach faigheann sé é ar ribheagan
costais. Is féidir gno airgid uile an Mhusaeim a
thuairiscit ar an gcoras seo, Cuntais Inghlactha,
Cuntais Infoctha, Sécmhainni Seasta, Mérleabhar
Ginearalta, Taisteal agus Liuntais Chothaithe, agus

comhéadan pa-rolla.

Ullmbhaitear ritis airgeadais in aghaidh na bliana
agus ullmhaitear comhad initichta ag gabhdil le
gach sraith cuntas. Bhi an Bainisteoir Airgeadais
agus a lucht cunta ar fail i gcaitheamh inidchadh
2007 an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste, chun
gach faisnéis bhreise n6 soiléirit a d’iarrfadh na
hiniuchoiri a thabhairt. T4 cuntais an Mhusaeim i
leith na bliana dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2007, iniata leis
an tuarascdil seo, initichta ag an Ard-Reachtaire agus
ullmhaithe de réir coinniollacha Alt 35 den Acht um
Fhorais Cultir Naisiunta, 1997.

Lean an tAonad Airgeadais air ag forbairt beartas
agus nds imeachta don obair seo, agus t4 bailchrioch
curtha aige ar shainbheartais misaem do réimsi na
S6cmhainni Seasta agus an tSolathair. Cuireadh tus
freisin leis an obair ar bheartas Bainistiocht Riosca
agus ar Thabhall Riosca an Mhusaeim, rud ata gar
do bheith réidh agus a bheas le hathbhreithnid go
trathrialta ar gach leibhéal.

BAINISTIOCHT
DAONACMHAINNT

Earcaiocht

Bhain riar maith den obair san Aonad
Daonacmhainni le hearcaiocht foirne i 2007.
Fégadh roinnt post folamh nuair a d’imigh an
gasra deireanach a bhi ar iasacht agus a d’fhill ar an
mor-Statseirbhis faoi dheireadh mhi na Bealtaine
2007. Bhi tromshaothar le déanamh ina theannta
sin chun na poist a lionadh a ceadaiodh nuair a
tugadh féinriar don Mhutsaem, chomh maith leis
na foldntais a d’eascair as daoine a imeacht ar sos
gairme no ar saoire méithreachais, ag éiri as a bpoist

nd ag scor den tseirbhis.

Pi-Rolla

Cuireadh nés imeachta nua i bhfeidhm, de réir
moltai na nInitichéiri Inmhednacha, le cinntid go
geuirfi gach coigeartt ar an bparolla i bhfeidhm san

Ionad Seirbhisi Comhroinnte Airgeadais.

Combphadirtiocht

Rinne an tAonad comhordd, i gcomhaitle le Coiste
Combhphiirtiochta an Mhusaeim, ar an dréacht-
thuairisc ar an dul chun cinn a rinneadh i rith
Tréimhse 3 den Phlean Gniomhaiochta i dTreo
2016. Ghlac an Bord Stiurtha leis an dréacht agus
chuir faoi bhréid Ard-Rdnai na Roinne (DAST) é.

Athbhreithniodh Coiste Comhphdirtiochta an
Mhusaeim agus ainmniodh comhaltai air. Glacadh
le Buan-Orduithe agus bhi cuig chruinniu ag an
gCoiste i rith na bliana. Phléigh na comhaltai

an Eagstlacht san Tonad Oibre agus Beartas

Sabhailteacht Pisti i measc téamai eile.

T4 baill foirne an Mhusaeim 1 dteideal, faoi

bhun Alt 19, fo-alt 6 (a) agus (b) den Acht um
Fhorais Cultuir Néisitinta, 1997, pirt a ghlacadh
in ainmnidchdn amhdin do Bhord Stiurtha an
Mhusaeim. Tig leis an Aire an modh roghnaithe

a shocrd, tar éis proiseas comhairlitichdin le baill
foirne. Oir bhi an téarma istigh i mi Itil 2007 ag
Nessa O’Connor, an té a d’ainmnigh an fhoireann
1 dtosach, pléadh an nés imeachta chun ionadai
nua na foirne ar an mBord a roghnt ag roinnt
cruinnithe de chuid an Choiste Comhphiirtiochta.

Lean an diospoireacht seo i 2008.



Combchombairle Idir-Réitigh

Bhi tri chruinnia i 2007 ag an gComhchombhairle
Idir-Réitigh a cuireadh ar bun le hionadaithe na
foirne, na gceardchumann agus na bainistiochta,
faoi réir na Scéime Idirlinne um Réiteach agus
Eadréin a leagadh sios i dTuairisc Chomhaontaithe
Chombhairle na Roinne (DAST) maidir le féinriar
an Mhusaeim, de réir an Achta um Fhorais Cultiir
Naisitinta, 1997. Cuireadh an Scéim Idirlinne um
Réiteach agus Eadréin i bhfeidhm mar chuid den
Tuairisc Chomhaontaithe, agus cairde 25 mi ag
gabhiil 1éi. Cuireadh iarratas faoi bhréid na Roinne
Airgeadais, via DAST, i mi Dheireadh Fémhair
2007, de réir mar a aontaiodh ag cruinnitt mhi Iuil,
ag iarraidh an Chomhchombairle Idir-Réitigh a
choinneiil in oifig go dti deireadh 2008.

Oilisint

Cuireadh oilitint ar féil i rith na bliana i réimsi
dirithe. Mar shampla, oileadh gach ball foirne sa
chursa ‘I gCoinne an Chiaptha agus Feasacht faoin
mBulaiocht’. Cuireadh sainoilitint ar na Bainisteoiri
Line ar dhul i ngleic leis an gCiapadh agus leis an
mBulajocht. Tosaiodh ar ‘Oilitint sa Chumarsaid
Dheimhneach’ i réimsi 4irithe agus cuirfear { seo
ar fail don fhoireann fré chéile diaidh ar ndiaidh.
Cuireadh oilivint ar féil chomh maith san
Agalléireacht (do bhaill bord agallaimh), Scriobh
Miontuairisci/Cumas Scribhneoireacht Ghno,
Bainistiocht Tionscadail, teangacha, agus cuid

mhaith cursai sa teicneolaiocht faisnéise.

Seirbhis Slainte Saothair

Bhi Seirbhis Sldinte Saothair na Statseirbhise, agus
an tSeirbhis Chunaimh d’Fhostaithe san direamh, ar
fail f6s ag foireann an Mhusaeim ar feadh tréimhse
idirlinne féinriar. Rinneadh Iarratas ar Thairiscinti
chun Clér Sldinte Saothair agus Seirbhis Chinaimh
d’Fhostaithe a chur ar féil in ionad na seanseirbhisi
sin. Fograiodh an tlarratas ar eTenders agus spriocla 1
ndeireadh mhi na Samhna 2007 ag gabhail leis. Bhi
breithnit na dtairiscinti ag dul ar aghaidh fés i 2008.

TEICNEOLATOCHTAI
FAISNEISE & CUMARSAIDE
(TFC)

Cuireadh feabhas ar an infreastruchttr
riomhaireachta i rith na bliana tré bhithin
freastalaithe nua a chur isteach, uasghradi VPN,
ionsd rodairi nua, lasca, cablu breise agus teileaféin
VOIP i gcuid 4irithe den Mhusaem. Cuireadh
bailchrioch ar fhardal na gcrua-earrai, rud a bhi
mar bhonn leis na riomhairi pearsanta WinTel

agus Apple Mac a bhi dulta as feidhm a chur i
leataobh agus riomhairi nua a cheannach, de réir an

chreatlaigh chomhaontaithe solathair.

Nuair a d’fhill foireann na teicneolaiochta faisnéise
agus cumarsdide (TFC) ar an mor-Stétseirbhis,
earcaiodh agus ceapadh foireann nua sa dara leath
de 2007.

Cuireadh na cldir oibre seo i gerich maidir le

feidhmeanna agus proisis TFC:

+  Uasghrédaiodh na bogearrai monatdireacht

guthdin agus an gléasra crua-earrai a ghabhann

leo; dearadh tuairisci rialta agus cuireadh i
bhfeidhm iad.

»  Uasghradaiodh Bogearrai Bunachar Sonrai
na mBailiuchdn.

+  Uasghrédaiodh Bogearrai Bainistiocht Ama

+ Rinneadh an conradh chun suiomh nua
gréasdin an Mhusaeim a athdhearadh agus
cuireadh tus leis an obair ar infreastruchtdir
an tsuimh.

* Rinneadh ullmhichén feidhmitil agus teicnitil
le haghaidh an trasdula 6n bpaciiste airgeadais
iRenaissance chuig Céras Bainistiochta Oracle
Financials san Ionad Seirbhisi Comhroinnte
Airgeadais i gCill Airne.

*  Cuireadh cérais agus proisis nua isteach chun
freastal ar cheisteanna ar an deasc chabhrach
TFC agus tacaiocht a thabhairt don chéras

bainistiochta airgeadais.
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The National Museum of Ireland presents its report
for the year ended 31 December 2007.

Responsibilities of the Board Members

Section 35 of the National Cultural Institutions
Act, 1997, requires the Board to prepare Financial
Statements in such form as may be approved by
the Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism with

the concurrence of the Minister for Finance. In
preparing those Financial Statements, the Board is

required to:

+  Select suitable accounting policies and then
apply them consistently.

*  Make judgements and estimates that are
reasonable and prudent.

+  Prepare the financial statements on the going
concern basis unless it is inappropriate to
presume that the Museum will continue
in operation.

* Disclose and explain any material departures

from applicable accounting standards.

The Board members are responsible for keeping
proper books of account, which disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial
position of the Museum and enable them to ensure
that the financial statements comply with Section

35 of the National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997.

The Board is responsible for the stewardship of the
artefacts, which are owned by the State.The Board
oversees the functions previously the prerogative of

Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism.

The Board is also responsible for safeguarding
the assets of the Museum and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of

fraud and other irregularities.

On bebalf of the Board:

[ 1= W N P,

Dr. John O’Mahony

Chairman

/Lmﬂ\ A L@

Board Member

Date: 19 November 2008



ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN RAITIS AIRGEADAIS
BLIAIN DAR CRIOCH 311" NOLLAIG 2007

RAITEAS AR FHREAGRACHTAI{

AN BHOIRD

Cuireann Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann a thuarascail i
lathair don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2007.

Ciraimi Chomhaltai an Bhoird

Ceanglajonn Alt 35 den Acht um Fhorais Cultuir
Ndisitinta, 1997, ar an mBord Réitis Airgeadais

a réiteach faoin bhfoirm a shocrafonn an tAire
Ealafon, Spoirt agus Turasdireachta le comhaontu
an Aire Airgeadais. Agus na Riitis Airgeadais a

n-ullmhd, ceanglaitear ar an mBord:

*  Beartais oiriinacha cuntasaiochta a
roghnt agus iad a chur i bhfeidhm ar
bhealach comhsheasmhach.

*  Breithitnais agus meastuchdin a dhéanamh
ata réasinta agus stuama.

+  Rditis airgeadais a ullmht ar bhonn gnéthais
leantaigh, ach amhdin sa chis gur neamhchui
a bheith ag suil go leanfaidh an Musaem
ag feidhmiu.

*  Aon imeacht dbhartha és na caighdedin
chuntasaiochta atd infheidhme a nochtadh

agus a mhiniu.

T4 combhaltai an Bhoird freagrach as leabhair chearta
cuntais a choimedd, a nochtann go réasunta cruinn
uair ar bith staid airgeadais an Mhusaeim agus a
chuireann ar a gcumas a chinntid go gcomhlionann
na raitis airgeadais foralacha Alt 35 den Acht um
Fhorais Cultair Naisidnta, 1997.

T4 an Bord freagrach chomh maith as reachtaireacht
na ndéantan, ar de shealtichas an Stait iad. Déanann
an Bord maoirseacht ar na dualgais a bhaineadh

le sainchumas an Roinn Ealaion, Spéirt agus

Turasbireachta roimhe seo.
T4 an Bord freagrach freisin as sécmhainni an
Mhusaeim a chaomhnt agus gach a bheadh

cothrom a dhéanamh d4 réir sin chun calaois né

mirialtacht eile a chosc né a théil amach.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

[ = W N "N P

Dr. John O’Mahony

Cathaoirleach
/
el
4 CLW_C) ?
Combhalta an Bhoird

Ddta: 19% Samhain 2008
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STATEMENT ON THE
SYSTEM OF INTERNAL
FINANCIAL CONTROL
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Responsibility for system of Internal

Financial Control

On behalf of the Board of the National Museum of

Ireland I acknowledge our responsibility for ensuring
that an effective system of internal financial control

is maintained and operated.

The system can provide reasonable but not absolute
assurance that assets are safeguarded, transactions

authorised and propetly recorded, and that material
errors or irregularities are either prevented or would

be detected in a timely period.

Key Control Procedures
The Board has taken steps to ensure an appropriate

control environment by:

»  Clearly defining management responsibilities
»  Establishing formal procedures for reporting
significant control failures and ensuring

appropriate corrective action.

The Board has established processes to identify and

evaluate business risks by:

+ Identifying the nature, extent and financial
implication of risks facing the body, including
the extent and categories, which it regards
as acceptable.

»  Assessing the likelihood of identified
risks occurring.

*  Assessing the Museum’s ability to manage and
mitigate the risks that do occur.

+  Assessing the costs of operating particular

controls relative to the benefit obtained.

The system of internal financial control is based on
a framework of regular management information,
administrative procedures including segregation

of duties, and a system of delegation and

accountability. In particular it includes:

+  Comprehensive budgeting system with an
annual budget which is reviewed and agreed
by the Board.

*  Quarterly Reviews by the Board of financial
information which indicate financial

performance against forecasts;

+  Setting targets to measure financial and
other performance.

*  Clearly defined capital investment
control guidelines.

*  Formal project management disciplines.

The Board of the Museum has established an

Audit Committee and set the Committee’s terms
of reference. The Committee met on 10 occasions.
The National Museum of Ireland has outsourced
the internal audit function until 2009, which will
operate in accordance with the Framework Code of
Best Practice set out in the Code of Practice for the
Governance of State Bodies. The work of internal
audit is informed by the analysis of the risks to
which the Museum is exposed, and annual internal
audit plans will be based on this analysis. The
analysis of risk and the internal audit plans will be
endorsed by the Audit Committee and approved by
the Board. At least annually, the Audit Committee
provides the Board with a report of internal audit
activity. The internal auditors conducted an
examination of internal controls in the key financial
areas for the year and reported its findings to the
Audit Committee. All internal audit reports are
considered by the Audit Committee and are sent,
following consideration, to the Board to enable the

Board to discharge its oversight responsibilities.

Annual Review of Controls
A review of the effectiveness of the system of

internal financial controls was completed in 2007.

On bebalf of the Board:

[ A P= W N P,

Dr. John O’Mahony

Chairman

Date: 19" November 2008



RAITEAS AR AN GCORAS
UM RIALU INMHEANACH

AIRGEADAIS

Freagracht as an gcoras um Riald

Inmheanach Airgeadais

Thar ceann Bhord Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann,
aithnim go bhfuil freagracht orainn a chinntiu go
geoinnitear coras éifeachtach um riald inmheénach

airgeadais ar siul agus go n-oibritear ¢é.

Tig leis an gcdras urrds réastnta, murab ionann agus
ldnurrds, a thabhairt go bhfuil na sécmhainni 4
gcaomhnd, go bhfuil na hidirbhearta 4 n-Gdara agus
4 dtaifeadadh i gceart agus go gcoisctear gach earrdid
n6 mirialtacht dbhartha, é sin né go dtugtar faoi

deara go trathuil 1.

Gné-Mhodhanna Rialaithe
T4 beart déanta ag an mBord chun timpeallacht chui

rialaithe a chinntid tré:

+  Curaimi bainistiochta a shainiu go soiléir.
*  Modhanna foirmeélta a bhunt chun gach
morloiceadh rialaithe a thuairiscit agus beart

cui ceartaithe a chinntid.

Ta préisis bunaithe ag an mBord chun rioscai gné a

shainaithint agus a mheas tré:

*  Nadur, méid agus impleacht airgeadais na
rioscai atd roimh an comhlacht a aithint,
lena n-airitear an méid agus na cineédlacha a
mheasann sé a bheith inghlactha.

*  Measunu ar an déchulacht go dtitfeadh na
rioscai sainaitheanta sin amach.

*  Measunt ar chumas an Mhusaeim na rioscai a
thiteann amach a bhainistit agus a mhaold.

*  Measunu ar an gcostas a bhainfeadh le
modhanna rialaithe dirithe a fheidhmit 1

gcoibhneas leis an tairbhe a baintear astu.

T4 an céras um rialti inmhednach airgeadais
bunaithe ar chreat faisnéis rialta bainistiochta,
modhanna riarachdin a chuimsionn leithscaradh
dualgas agus céras tarmligthe agus cuntasachta.

Cuimsionn sé go sonrach:

*  Coras cuimsitheach buiséadaithe, agus buiséad
blianttil arna athbhreithnid agus arna aontu

ag an mBord.

+ Athbhreithnit ag an mBord uair sa rdithe ar an
bhfaisnéis airgeadais a léirionn an comhall le
hais na réamhaisnéise airgid.

+  Spriocanna a shocru chun an comhall i gctrsai
airgid no eile a thomhas.

» Treoirlinte rialaithe soiléire maidir le
infheistiu caipitil.

+ Disciplini foirmealta um bainistiocht tionscadail.

T4 Coiste Iniuchoireachta bunaithe ag Bord an
Mbhusaeim agus na téarmai tagartha socraithe chuige.
Deich geruinnit a bhi ag an gCoiste. T4 foinsiu
allamuigh déanta ag Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann ar
an inidchoireacht inmheédnach, amach go dti 2009;
feidhmeoidh sé de réir Chreat-Chéd an Chleachtais
is Fearr a leagtar amach sa Chéd Cleachtais um
Rialachas Combhlachtai Stéit. Is é an bonn eolais a
bhionn faoin initchdireacht inmhednach né anailis
na rioscai atd roimh an Musaem, agus bunéfar na
pleananna don initchadh inmhednach ar an anailis
seo. Beidh anailis na rioscai agus na pleananna

don initichadh inmhednach le tacaiocht a fthail 6n
gCoiste Initchoireachta agus faomhadh 6n mBord.
Cuireann an Coiste Initchoireachta tuairisc ar an
obair inmheédnach inidchta faoi bhréid an Bhoird
uair sa bhliain ar a laghad. Rinne na hinitichéiri
inmhednacha scridu don bhliain ar na rialaithe
inmhednacha ins na priomhréimsi airgeadais

agus chuir a dtuairisc faoi bhréid an Choiste
Initchoireachta. Déanann an Coiste Initichoéireachta
gach tuairisc inmhednach initdchta a mheas agus
cuirtear ar aghaidh chuig an Bord iad le gur féidir
leis an mBord an fthreagracht maoirseachta atd air a

chombhlionadh.

Athbhreithnit Bliantdil na Modhanna Rialaithe
Cuireadh bailchrioch ar athbhreithnit éifeacht an

chérais um riald inmhednach airgeadais i 2007.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

L = W N " P

Dr. John O’Mahony
Cathaoirleach

Ddta: 19% Samhain 2008

79



STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING
PoOLICIES

Franciscan Faith Sacred
Art in Ireland, 1600-1750,
National Museum of
Ireland - Decorative Arts
& History

80

1. Basis of Accounting

The Financial Statements are prepared under

the accruals method of accounting, except as

stated under item 4, and under the historical cost
convention in the form approved by the Minister
for Arts, Sport and Tourism with the concurrence of
the Minister for Finance in accordance with Section
35 of the National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997.

Financial Reporting Standards recommended by the
recognised Accountancy Bodies are adopted, as they

become operative.

2. Heritage Assets and Collections

In accordance with the National Cultural
Institutions Act, 1997 all Museum heritage objects
are the property of the State. The Board of the
National Museum of Ireland has the power to
enlarge the collection of museum heritage objects
for the benefit of the public. The National Museum
of Ireland charges expenditure on Heritage Objects

to the income and expenditure account in the year

they are purchased.

The Board of the National Museum of Ireland also
has the power to lend Museum heritage objects,
subject to the provisions of Section 17 of the

National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997.

3. Tangible Fixed Assets and Depreciation
Tangible fixed assets are shown at cost less
accumulated depreciation. Tangible fixed assets
below the capitalisation threshold of €1,000 are
expended in the Income & Expenditure Account in
the year of purchase except for computer equipment.
Computer equipment, which costs more than €750,
is capitalised and depreciated at a rate of 33% per
annum. Depreciation is charged in the income and
expenditure account, on a straight-line basis, at the
annual rates set out below, so as to write off the
assets, adjusted for estimated residual value, over the

expected useful life of each appropriate category.

*  Equipment 20%
« Information Technology 33.33%
»  Furniture 10%
+  Exhibition Assets 20%




As a result of a comprehensive asset count in 2007,
NMI have added Exhibition Assets as an asset
category. NMI capitalise display cases, storage
racking and other exhibition assets (non-heritage)

under this category.

4. Income Recognition
Grants from the Department of Arts, Sport and
Tourism are accounted for on a receipts basis and

represented cash grants received in the year.

5. Shops
Shops are operated by the museum and sell stock
items for cash. Stock is valued at the lower of cost

and net realisable value.

6. Capital Account

State grants used for the purchase of fixed assets are
transferred to the Capital Account in the year in
which the expenditure is incurred and are credited
to income over the useful lives of the related assets.
The Capital Account balance represents the
unamortised funds utilised for the acquisition of
Fixed Assets.

7. Superannuation

In accordance with Section 33 of the National
Cultural Institutions Act, 1997, a Staff
Superannuation Scheme consisting of a Main Scheme
and Associated Spouses & Children’s Scheme is being
drafted for submission to the Minister for Arts, Sport

and Tourism (DAST), for approval by the Minister
with the consent of the Minister for Finance.

The NMI Staff Superannuation Scheme is a defined
benefit scheme which is funded annually on the
basis of the pension liabilities that come in the
course of payment from monies made available to
it, from the allocation received from DAST and the

contributions deducted from staff salaries.

Benefits include a retirement gratuity and annual
pension, death gratuity (Main scheme), and a
spouses and /or dependants pension (if applicable)
if the member predeceases his/her spouse (Spouses
& Children’s Scheme).

Pensions will normally increase, subject to Ministerial
approval, in line with relevant pay increases
applicable to serving staff and such pay increases are
effective from the same dates as pay increases.
Actuarial gains and losses arising on scheme
liabilities are reflected in the Statement of
Recognised Gains and Losses and a corresponding
adjustment is recognised in the amount recoverable
from DAST.

Pension liabilities represent the present value
of future pension payments earned by staff to
date. Deferred pension funding represents the
corresponding asset, to be recovered in future
periods from DAST.
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RAITEAS NA MBEARTAS
CUNTASAIOCHTA

82

1. Bunis na Cuntasajochta

Ta na Raitis Airgeadais ulllmhaithe de réir an mhodh
fabhraithe cuntasaiochta, ach amhdin mar a léiritear
faoi mhir 4, agus faoin gcoinbhinsean costais stairiuil
1 bhfoirm a d’thaombhaigh an t-Aire Ealaion Spéirt
agus Turasoireachta, le comhaontd an Aire Airgeadais
de réir Alt 35 den Acht um Fhorais Culttir, 1997.
Glactar leis na Caighdedin Tuairiscithe Airgeadais a
mholann na Comhlachtai Cuntasaiochta aitheanta,

de réir mar a cuirtear 1 bhfeidhm iad.

2. S6cmhainni Oidhreachta agus Bailiuchain
Baineann réada oidhreachta uile an Mhusaeim le
sealtchas an Stait de réir an Achta um Fhorais Culttir,
1997. T4 sé de chumhacht ag Bord Ard-Mhusaem na
hEireann fairsingit a dhéanamh ar bhailitichin na
réada oidhreachta musaeim chun tairbhe an phobail.
Cuireann Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann an caiteachas ar
bhailitichdin agus ar thaispedntais an Mhudsaeim chun
dochar an chuntas ioncaim agus caiteachais sa bhliain
ina gceannaitear iad. T4 sé de chumbhacht freisin ag
Bord Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann réada oidhreachta
a thabhairt ar iasacht, faoi réir foralacha Alt 17 den
Acht um Fhorais Cultuir, 1997.

3. S6cmhainni Seasta Inldiimhsithe agus Dimheas
Taispedntar na sécmhainni seasta inldimhsithe

ar a geostas ltide an dimheas carntha. Tditear na
sdécmhainni seasta inldimhsithe atd faoi bhun tairseach
caipitlithe €1,000 sa Chuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais
sa bhliain ina gceannaitear iad, ach amhdin i gcds an
trealamh riomhaireachta. An trealamh riomhaireachta
a chosnaionn nios mé né €750, déantar é a chaipitlia
agus a dhimheas de réir 33% in aghaidh na bliana.
Gearrtar dimheas ar an gcuntas ioncaim agus
caiteachais, de réir méid chothrom agus de réir na ratai
bliana at4 leagtha amach thios, sa chaoi go ndéantar
na sécmbhainni a luachlaghdy, ama geoigeartti ag an
luach iarmharach measta, i gcaitheamh saol fonta gach

aicme iomchui diobh.

*  Trealamh 20%
*  Earrai Riomhaireachta 33.33%
*  Troscan 10%

*  Sécmhainni taispeantais  20%

4. Aithint Ioncaim
Airitear mar fhaltais ins na cuntais na deontais 6n
Roinn Ealajon, Spoéirt agus Turasdireachta, ionann

agus na deontais airgid a fuarthas i rith na bliana.

5. Siopai
Reachtélann an Musaem siopai agus diolann sé rudai as
an stoc ar airgead tirim. Luach an chostphraghas n6 an

glanluach inréadaithe, més é is isle, a cuirtear i leith an stoic.

6. Cuntas Caipitil

Na deontais Stait a usdidtear chun sécmhainni
seasta a cheannacht, cuirtear anonn chuig an Cuntas
Caipitil iad sa bhliain ina dtabhaitear an costas agus
cuirtear chun ioncaim iad i gcaitheamh saol fénta na
sécmhainni lena mbaineann siad. Léirionn iarmhéid
an Chuntais Chaipitil an mhaoin a caitheadh leis na

S6cmhainni Seasta a shealbhu, gan amuchadh.

7. Aoisliantais

T4 Scéim Aoisliuntais Foirne 4 dréachtadh de réir Alt
33 den Acht um Fhorais Cultuir, 1997, a chuimsionn
Priomh-Scéim agus Comh-Scéim do Chéili agus
Leanai. T4 an dréachtscéim le cur faoi bhréid an Aire
Ealajon, Spéirt agus Turasdireachta, le faomhadh

aigesean, le comhaontu an Aire Airgeadais.

Scéim shochair shonraithe ata i Scéim Aoisliintais
Foirne an Mhusaeim, a maoinitear in aghaidh na
bliana, de réir na ndliteanas pinsin a thagann chun
bheith inioctha, as an airgead a cuirtear ar fail d6, as an
leithdhil a thaigheann sé 6n Roinn (DAST) agus as na

ranniocaiochtai a baintear as tuarastail na foirne.

Cuimsionn an Scéim aisce scoir, pinsean in aghaidh na
bliana, aisce bhais (Priomh-Scéim) agus pinsean céile
agus/no cleithitnai (de réir an chéis) mé thaigheann an

combhalta bés roimh a c¢/chéile (Scéim Céili agus Leanai).

Téann na pinsin i méid go hionduil, faoi réir faomhadh
an Aire, de réir na hardaithe pd a tugtar don fhoireann
atd f6s ag fénambh, agus cuirfear na hardaithe sin 1

bhfeidhm le héifeacht 6n 14 céanna a n-ardaitear an pa.

Cuirtear na gnéthachain agus na caillteanais achtdracha
a eascrajonn as dliteanais na scéime san direambh i
Raiteas na nGnéthachtan agus Caillteanas Aitheanta,
agus aithnitear an coigeartt iomchui sa mhéid ata le
hathghabhail 6n Roinn (DAST).

Is ionann na dliteanais pinsin agus luach laithreach
na n-iocaiochtai pinsin sa todhchai atd tuillte ag an
bhfoireann go nuige seo. Is ionann maoinit iarchurtha
pinsean agus an tsécmhainn a fhreagraionn do, a bheas

le hathghabhdil amach anseo 6n Roinn.



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2007

INCOME

Oireachtas Grant

Museum Shops

Corporate Income

Sponsorship, Donations and Other Income

Net Deferred Funding for Pensions in Year

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE
Administration
Services
Artefacts/Specimens
Collections

Pension Costs

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

OPERATING INCOME

Transfer (to)/from Capital Account

Surplus/(Deficit) for year

Balance at 1st January

Balance at 31st December

The Statement of Accounting Policies and notes 1 to 19 form part of these Financial Statements.

Notes

3(a)

3(b)

13(b)

16(b)

13(c)

2007 2006

€ €
18,332,000 19,842,000
70,028 186,975
70,300 51,553
46,842 39,147
2,350,000 2,545,000
20,869,170 22,664,675
9,878,805 8,542,753
5,911,362 8,479,703
1,204,224 1,567,950
1,418,192 864,984
2,208,193 2,410,827
20,620,776 21,866,217
248,394 798,458
(107,921) (265,342)
140,473 533,116
1,036,924 503,808
1,177,397 1,036,924

On bebalf of the Board:

7,
® Ao olan ] ot Pt
Dr. John O’Mahony Dr. Patrick F Wallace
Chairman Director

Board Member

Date: 19" November 2008
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ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN
CUNTAS IONCAIM AGUS CAITEACHAIS
BLIAIN DAR CRiOCH 31Y NOLLAIG 2007

2007 2006

IONCAM Nétai € €
Deontais Oireachtais 3(a) 18,332,000 19,842,000
Siopai an Mhusaeim 2 70,028 186,975
Ioncam Corparédideach 3(b) 70,300 51,553
Urraiocht, Bronntanais agus Ioncam Eile 46,842 39,147
Glanmhaoinit Iarchurtha do Phinsin sa Tréimhse 13(b) 2,350,000 2,545,000
IONCAM IOMLAN 20,869,170 22,664,675
CAITEACHAS

Riarachin 5 9,878,805 8,542,753
Seirbhisi 6 5,911,362 8,479,703
Déantain/Eiseamail 16(b) 1,204,224 1,567,950
Bailitchdin 7 1,418,192 864,984
Costais Pinsin 13(c) 2,208,193 2,410,827
CAITEACHAS IOMLAN 20,620,776 21,866,217
IONCAM OIBRIUCHAIN 248,394 798,458
Aistrit chuig/6 Chuntas Caipitil 4 (170,921) (265,342)
Barrachas/ (easnamh) don bhliain 140,473 533,116
Iarmhéid ag 1% Eanair 1,036,924 503,808
Iarmhéid ag 31% Nollaig 1,177,397 1,036,924

Is cuid dhilis des na Rditis Airgeadais seo an Rditeas ar Bheartais Cuntasaiochta agus Notai 1 go 20.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:
Zz,

I3 M’O\m\)—\ J wlot, g}_\ﬁfffa{,

Dr. John O’Mahony Dr. Patrick F Wallace
Cathaoirleach Stiarthoir

Ddta: 19% Samhain 2008

Combhalta den Bhord



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

STATEMENT OF TOTAL RECOGNISED GAINS AND LOSSES
YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2007

STATEMENT OF TOTAL RECOGNISED
GAINS AND LOSSES

Surplus/(Deficit) for year

Experience losses/(gains) on pension scheme liabilities

Actuarial Loss/(gain) on Pension Liabilities

Adjustment to Deferred Pension Funding

Total recognised gain/(loss) for the year

The Statement of Accounting Policies and notes 1 to 19 form part of these Financial Statements.

On bebalf of the Board:

G

Notes

13(d)

13(d)

2007 2006
€ €
140,473 533,116
938,000 (2,946,000)
938,000 (2,946,000)
(938,000) 2,946,000
140,473 533,116

Z
X b lolan Loton Shttee.

Dr. John O’Mahony

Dr. Patrick F Wallace

Chairman Director

Board Member

Date: 19" November 2008
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ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN

RAITEAS IOMLAN NA NGNOTHACHT ALACHA AGUS
CAILLIUINTI AITHEANTA

BLIAIN DAR CRioCH 31 NOLLAIG 2007

RAITEAS IOMLAN GNOTHACHAN AGUS

CAILLTEANAS AITHEANTA 2007 2006
Notes € €
Barrachas/Easnamh na bliana 140,473 533,116
Caillteanas (gnéthachan) iarbhir ar dhliteanais an scéim pinsean | 13(d) 938,000 (2,946,000)
Caillteanas (gn6thachan) Achtuireach ar Dhliteanais Pinsean 938,000 (2,946,000)
Coigeartt ar Mhaoinit Iarchurtha Pinsean 13(d) (938,000) 2,946,000
Iomlén gnéthachain (caillteanais) aitheanta na bliana 140,473 533,116

Is cuid de na réitis airgeadais seo iad an Réiteas um Beartais Chuntasaiochta agus nétai 1 go 19.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:
P

m Mb\m\’-\ -’,”/fj—{/‘ﬁ'% &} Wpt({ﬂ AL

Dr. John O’Mahony Dr. Patrick F Wallace
Chairman Director
{
e SN O \/L%
Date: 19¢ Samhain 2008
Board Member



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND
BALANCE SHEET AS AT
31°" DECEMBER 2007

2007 2006
Notes € €

Fixed Assets
Tangible assets 8 1,108,654 938,285
Assets Under Development 18 338,721

1,447,375 938,285
Current assets
Museum Shop Stocks 379,043 391,561
Debtors and Prepayments 9 94,606 144,538
Cash at Bank 1,833,713 1,468,992

2,307,362 2,005,091
Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year 10 1,468,686 968,167
Net current Assets 838,676 1,036,924
Total Assets less current liabilities 2,286,051 1,975,209
Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year
Deferred Pension Funding 13 (e) 20,300,000 17,012,000
Pensions Liabilities 13 (f) (20,300,000) (17,012,000)
Total Net Assets 2,286,051 1,975,209
Represented by
Capital Account 4 1,108,654 938,285
Income and Expenditure Account Surplus 1,177,397 1,036,924

2,286,051 1,975,209

The Statement of Accounting Policies and notes 1 to 19 form part of these Financial Statements.

On bebalf of the Board:
ﬁl}?’

(.
R M@o—\ J b, &}_ “wellit;

Dr. John O’Mahony Dr. Patrick F Wallace

Chairman Director

Board Member

Date: 19" November 2008
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ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN

CLAR COMHARDAITHE AMHAIL AR AN

31% NOLLAIG 2007

S6cmhainni Seasta
S6cmhainni Inldiimhsithe

S6cmhainni 4 bhForbairt

S6cmhainni Reatha

Stoc siopai an Mhusaeim

Féichiunaithe agus Réamhiocaiochtai

Airgead sa Bhanc

Creiditinaithe: Suimeanna a dhlifear taobh istigh de bhliain

Glansécmhainni Reatha

S6cmhainni Iomlana ldide Dliteanais Reatha

Féichitunaithe: Suimeanna a dhlifear tar éis bliana

Maoiniu Iarchurtha Pinsean

Dliteanais Pinsean

Glans6cmhainni Iomlana

Ionann agus

Cuntas Caipitil

Barrachas an Chuntas loncaim agus Caiteachais

2007 2006
Notai € €
8 1,108,654 938,285
18 338,721
1,447,375 938,285
379,043 391,561
9 94,606 144,538
1,833,713 1,468,992
2,307,362 2,005,091
10 1,468,686 968,167
838,676 1,036,924
2,286,051 1,975,209
13 (e) 20,300,000 17,012,000
13 (f) (20,300,000) (17,012,000)
2,286,051 1,975,209
4 1,108,654 938,285
1,177,397 1,036,924
2,286,051 1,975,209

Is cuid dhilis des na Réitis Airgeadais seo an Rditeas ar Bheartais Cuntasaiochta agus Notai 1 go 20.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:

R Ao olan—

’;Z-;}
/ety @ ettt

Dr. John O’Mahony

Chairman

i

Board Member

Dr. Patrick F Wallace

Director

Date: 19% Samhain 2008



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

CASHFLOW STATEMENT

YEAR ENDED 31°" DECEMBER 2007

Reconciliation of Net Operating Surplus
Operating Surplus

Transfer to / (from) Capital Reserve
Adjustments to Fixed Assets Register
Depreciation

Decrease in Debtors

Increase / (Decrease) in Creditors
(Increase) / Decrease in Stocks

Net Cash Inflow from Operating Activities

Cash Flow Statement

Net Cash Inflow from Operating Activities
Assets Under Development

Payments to acquire assets

Increase in cash

Reconciliation of net cash flow to movements in net funds

Net funds at 31* December
Net funds at 1* January

Movement in net funds for the year

Analysis of changes in net (debt)/funds

At 31 December 2006
Cash flows
At 31% December 2007

The Statement of Accounting Policies and notes 1 to 19 form part of these Financial Statements.

On bebalf of the Board:

41}

Notes

8 (b)

18

Cash at bank
and in hand

2007 2006
€ €
140,473 533,116
170,369 265,342
(62,448)
444,018 301,906
49,932 5,925
500,519 652,398
12,518 (67,687)
1,255,381 1,691,000
1,255,381 1,691,000
(338,721)
(551,939) (567,248)
364,721 1,123,752
1,833,713 1,468,992
1,468,992 345,240
364,721 1,123,752

[ = W S P, ot Pt
Dr. John O’Mahony Dr. Patrick F Wallace
Chairman Director

Board Member

Date: 19 November 2008



ARD-MHUSAEM NA HEIREANN
RAITEAS SREABHADH AIRGID
BLIAIN DAR CRiOCH 31Y NOLLAIG 2007

2007 2006

Notes € €
Imréiteach an Ghlanbharrachais Oibritichin
Barrachas Oibritichan 140,473 533,116
Aistrit chuig an/6én gCulchiste Caipitil 4 170,369 265,342
Coigeartu ar Chldr na S6cmhainni Seasta 8 (b) (62,448)
Dimbheas 8 444,018 301,906
Laghdu ar na Féichitinaithe 49,932 5,925
Méadu/(Laghdu) ar na Creiditinaithe 500,519 652,398
(Méadu)/Laghdu ar an Stoc 12,518 (67,687)
Glan-Insreabhadh Airgid 6n nGniomhaiocht Oibritchan 1,255,381 1,691,000
Raiteas Insreabhadh Airgid
Glan-Insreabhadh Airgid én nGniomhaiocht Oibritichén 1,255,381 1,691,000
S6cmhainni 4 bhForbairt 18 (338,721)
Tocaiochtai ar Shécmhainni a Cheannach (551,939) (567,248)
Méadu ar an Airgead Tirim 364,721 1,123,752
Imréiteach glan-insreabhadh an airgid agus gluaiseachtai
na glanmhaoine
Ciste glan ar 31 Nollaig 1,833,713 1,468,992
Ciste glan ar 19 Eandir 1,468,992 345,240
Gluaiseacht na glanmhaoine i rith na bliana 364,721 1,123,752

Anailis na n-athraithe ar na Airgead sa bhanc
(fiacha)/cisti glana agus ar lamh

€
Ar 31 Nollaig 2006 1,468,992
Sreabhadh airgid 364,721
Ar 31% Nollaig 2007 1,833,713

Is cuid de na réitis airgeadais seo iad an Réiteas um Beartais Chuntasaiochta agus nétai 1 go 19.

Thar ceann an Bhoird:
/? 7

R -\Mb\.nn—\ Aﬁ%—’[\, ‘3} el

Dr. John O’Mahony Dr. Patrick F Wallace

Chairman Director

Date: 19* Samhain 2008

Board Member
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1) Establishment of National Museum
of Ireland

The National Museum of Ireland was established

as an independent body on 3 May 2005 under the
provisions of The National Cultural Institutions Act,
1997 with a Board and a Director (Chief Executive).

The Board
The Board comprises a chairperson and fifteen

ordinary members.

The principal functions of the Board are:
“To maintain, manage, control, protect, preserve,
record, research and enlarge the collection of museum
heritage objects for the benefit of the public and
to increase and diffuse in and outside the State
knowledge of buman life in Ireland, of the natural
history of Ireland and of the relations of Ireland in

these respects with other countries”.

The Director

The functions of the Director, as set out under
Section 29 (3[a]) of the Act, are to manage and
control generally the administration and business of
the Museum and perform such other functions as

may be determined by the Board of the Museum.

The Staff

Under Section 31 of the Act, non-administrative
staff members transferred from being employees
of the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism

to become employees of the new Board of the
Museum. A number of the administrative staff
members are Civil Servants and are seconded from
the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism to the
Museum for a period of twenty-five months from
3rd May, 2005.

Funding

The main source of funding for the Museum is

by way of grant made by the Minister for Arts,
Sport and Tourism under Section 27 of the Act.
The Museum also generates revenue from a
number of commercial activities such as the shops,
photographic rights and reproductions, catering
franchises, fees from corporate functions and public

donations and sponsorship.
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1) Bunii Ard-Mbiisaem na hEireann

Bunaiodh Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann mar
chomhlacht neamhspledch ar an 3 Bealtaine
2005, agus Bord agus Stiurthoir (Priomh-
Fheidhmeanach) aige de bhun fordlacha an Achta
um Fhorais Cultuir, 1997.

An Bord
Cathaoirleach agus cuig ghndthchomhalta déag atd

ar an mBord.

Priomhfheidhmeanna an Bhoird:
“Bailisichdn na réad oidhreachta misaeim a
chothabhdil, a bhainistit, a riali, a chosaint, a
chaombni, a thaifeadadh, a thaighdii agus a
fhairsingid chun tairbhe an phobail, agus eolas a
mhéadii agus a chraobbscaoileadh, sa Stdt agus taobh
amuigh de, ar shaol an duine agus ar stair an dilra
in Eirinn agus ar an gcaidreamb idir Eirinn agus

tiortha eile sna réimsi sin”,
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An Stiurthéir

Té ctram ar an Stiurthoir, de réir Alt 29 (3[a]) den
Acht, riarachan agus gné an Mhusaeim a stitira agus
a ollriald agus aon dualgas eile a chomhlionadh a

chinneann Bord an Mhusaeim.

Maoiniu

Deontas 6n Aire Ealaion, Spéirt agus Turasoéireachta
de bhun Alt 27 den Acht an priomh-thoinse
maoine atd ag an Musaem. Tuilleann an Mdsaem
ioncam chomh maith as roinnt imeachtai gn6

ar ns na siopai, na cearta grianghrafadéireachta
agus coipeanna, saincheadunais lénaddireachta,
tailli a gearrtar ar imeachtai corpardideacha agus

bronntanais agus urraiocht 6n bpobal.

Neilli Mulcabhy, Irish
Haute Couture of the
50’s and 60’s, National
Museum of Ireland -
Decorative Arts

& History
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2. Shop income and expenditure

Sales

Cost of Sales
Opening Stock
Purchases
Closing Stock

Gross Profit

Salaries and administration
Salaries

Depreciation

Administration costs

Net Profit

3. Income
a) Oireachtas Grant

Grants from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism

b) Corporate Income

2007 2006

€ €
1,133,252 1,177,717
391,561 323,874
604,540 678,666
(379,043) (391,561)
617,058 610,979
516,194 566,738
379,890 307,696
15,238
66,276 56,829
446,166 379,763
70,028 186,975

2007 2006

€ €
18,332,000 19,842,000
18,332,000 19,842,000

Corporate Income is in respect of income generated through the rental of National Museum of

Ireland facilities for corporate functions and conferences and includes income generated from the

catering franchises and the sale of photographic rights and reproductions.

Corporate Income:
Corporate Hospitality
Guided Tours
Catering
Photography

Other Income

Expenditure:

Advertising and Marketing

Maintenance and Cleaning

Consultancy
Catering
Corporate Services
Travel

Other Expenses

Net Income

2007 2006
€ €

118,296 93,175
9,068 5,969
16,021 41,311
38,166 18,729
6,718 2,521
188,269 161,705
43,562 20,362
13,834 15,747
30,835 13,733
21,708 46,111
- 3,025
1,331 634
6,699 10,540
117,969 110,152
70,300 51,553
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2. 2) Ioncam agus caiteachas na siopai

€ €
Diolachan 1,133,252 1,177,717
Costas Diolachain
Stoc tosaigh 391,561 323,874
Ceannachin 604,540 678,666
Stoc deiridh (379,043) (391,561)
617,058 610,979
Brabus Comhlan 516,194 566,738
Tuarastail agus Riarachan
Tuarastail 379,890 307,696
Dimheasu - 15,238
Costas Riarachdin 66,276 56,829
446,166 379,763
Glan-Bhrabus 70,028 186,975
3. Ioncam
a) Deontas an Oireachtais
2007 2006
€ €
Deontais 6n Roinn Ealaion, Spoirt agus Turaséireachta 18,332,000 19,842,000
18,332,000 19,842,000

b) Ioncam Corparaideach
Gintear Ioncam Corpariideach tré bhithin saoriidi Ard-Mhusaeim na hEireann a ligint ar cfos
le haghaidh imeachtai corpardideacha agus comhdhailti; gintear ioncam chomh maith as na

saincheadunais l6nadoireachta agus as diol cearta grianghrafadéireachta agus macasambhla.

€ €

Ioncam Corparaideach:
Failteachas Corpardideach 118,296 93,175
Cuairteanna Treoraithe 9,068 5,969
Lénadoireacht 16,021 41,311
Grianghrafadéireacht 38,166 18,729
Ioncam Eile 6,718 2,521

188,269 161,705
Caiteachas:
Fograiocht agus Margaiocht 43,562 20,362
Cothabhiil agus Glanadh 13,834 15,747
Combhairleoireacht 30,835 13,733
Lénadéireacht 21,708 46,111
Seirbhisi Corpardideacha - 3,025
Taisteal 1,331 634
Costais Eile 6,699 10,540

117,969 110,152
Ioncam Glan 70,300 51,553




NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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4. Capital Account

Note

Balance as at 1* January

Opening net adjustments — Fixed Assets Register 8(b)
Transfer to/(from) Income and Expenditure Account

To fund fixed asset purchases

Amortisation in line with asset depreciation

Balance as at 31st December

5. Administration Expenditure

Salaries

Adpvertising — Recruitment
Information Technology
Travel and Subsistence
Board Fees

Boards - Other Expenditure
Consultancy
Administration (General)
Training

Human Resource Costs
Office Stationery and Supplies
Audit Fees

Internal Audit

Other Expenses
Depreciation Charge

6. Services Expenditure

Exhibition Support

Utilities - including Heating, Lighting and Water Charges
Security

Advertising

Marketing/Public Relations
Salaries - Education
Maintenance and Cleaning
Postage and Telecommunications
Education Programmes
Transport and Haulage

Signage

Photography

Printing

Office Equipment and Supplies
Coffee Shop requisitions

Design

2007 2006
€ €
938,285 672,943
62,448 -
551,939 567,248
(444,018) (301,906)
107,921 265,342
1,108,654 938,285
2007 2006
€ €
7,810,670 7,119,421
127,169 171,754
423,231 230,933
219,564 168,576
111,417 115,500
21,297 15,906
247,718 124,951
145,477 113,963
94,278 80,916
97,471 46,017
46,128 41,905
16,100 14,700
68,722 -
5,545 11,544
444,018 286,667
9,878,805 8,542,753
2007 2006
€ €
1,837,941 4,478,883
907,904 904,008
676,610 651,623
253,566 220,385
812,341 776,524
287,379 338,058
497,561 408,537
202,887 172,604
150,752 157,745
68,937 140,348
24,321 117,864
71,539 53,732
28,049 29,073
66,439 15,388
20,982 -
4,154 14,931
5,911,362 8,479,703
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4. Cuntas Caipitil

Nota

Iarmhéid ambhail ar 1% Eanair

Coigeartu tosaigh glan - Clar na S6cmhainni Reatha 3(b)
Aistriu chuig an/6n gCuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais

Chun ceannach sécmhainni seasta a mhaoinit

Amuchadh ar aon dul le dimheas na sécmhainni

Iarmhéid ambhail ar 31% Nollaig

5. Caiteachas Riarachiin

Tuarastail

Fograiocht — Earcaiocht
Teicneolaiocht Faisnéise

Taisteal agus Liuntais Chothaithe
Tailli an Bhoird

Boird - Caiteachas Eile
Combhairleoireacht

Riarachan (Ginearélta)

Oilivint

Costais Daonacmhainni
Paipéarachas agus Soldthair Oifige
Tailli Inidchoireachta

Iniuchadh Inmhednach
Speansais Eile

Muirear Dimheasa

6. Caiteachas ar Sheirbhisi

Feistiti Taispeantas

Fontais - téilli Téimh, Soilsithe agus Uisce san direamh
Slandail

Fograiocht
Margaiocht/Caidreamh Poibli
Tuarastail - Oideachas
Cothabhiil agus Glanadh
Postas agus Teileachumarsdid
Clair Oideachais

Tompar agus Carraeireacht
Combharthai
Grianghrafaddireacht
Clédoireacht

Trealamh agus Soléthair Oifige
Coir Shiopa Caifé

Dearadh

2007 2006
€ €
938,285 672,943
62,448
551,939 567,248
(444,018) (301,906)
107,921 265,342
1,108,654 938,285
2006 2005
€ €
7,810,670 7,119,421
127,169 171,754
423,231 230,933
219,564 168,576
111,417 115,500
21,297 15,906
247,718 124,951
145,477 113,963
94,278 80,916
97471 46,017
46,128 41,905
16,100 14,700
68,722 :
5,545 11,544
444,018 286,667
9,878,805 8,542,753
2007 2006
€ €
1,837,941 4,478,883
907,904 904,008
676,610 651,623
253,566 220,385
812,341 776,524
287,379 338,058
497,561 408,537
202,887 172,604
150,752 157,745
68,937 140,348
24,321 117,864
71,539 53,732
28,049 29,073
66,439 15,388
20,982 :
4,154 14,931
5,911,362 8,479,703
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7. Collections Expenditure

2007 2006
€ €
Investigations/Research 180,084 210,173
Library 208,249 206,612
Conservation Works 549,868 139,753
Academic Publications 101,717 123,407
Archives/Documentation 239,357 94,473
Conservation Supplies 44,514 64,432
Storage 94,403 26,134
1,418,192 864,984

8. Fixed Assets

Equipment Information  Furniture Exhibition Shop TOTAL

Technology Assets Assets

COST OR VALUATION € € € € € €
As at 1* January 2007 1,191,140 754,924 1,428,121 - 45,712 3,419,897
Opening Adjustments to Register 1,213,176 (437,906) (839,939) 2,054,614 (45,712) 1,944,233
Additions 197,807 97,536 17,700 238,896 - 551,939
As at 31* December 2007 2,602,123 414,554 605,882 2,293,510 - 5,916,069
ACCUMULATED DEPRECIATION
As at 1* January 2007 927,486 590,672 926,595 - 36,859 2,481,612
Opening Adjustments to Register 1,205,498 (338,722) (566,782) 1,618,650 (36,859) 1,881,785
Depreciation charge for period 156,557 85,870 34,827 166,764 - 444,018
As at 31* December 2007 2,289,541 337,820 394,640 1,785,414 - 4,807,415
NET BOOK VALUES
As at 31* December 2007 312,582 76,734 211,242 508,096 - 1,108,654
As at 31% December 2006 263,654 164,252 501,526 - 8,853 938,285

(a) Land and buildings, owned by the state and maintained by the Office of Public Works, are used free of
charge by the National Museum of Ireland.

(b) In 2007 NMI completed a comprehensive physical count of administrative assets and recorded them
on NMT’s asset register, which is now integrated into the financial management system. This exercise
identified physical assets, which were not previously included on the NMT’s external database. As a result

of these omissions it was necessary to adjust reported balances. The net adjustment was €62,448.
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7. Caiteachas ar Bhailiuchan

2007 2006
€ €
Imscridu/Taighde 180,084 210,173
Leabharlann 208,249 206,612
Obair Chaomhantais 549,868 139,753
Foilseachdin Acadula 101,717 123,407
Cartlann/Doiciméid 239,357 94,473
Solathair Chaomhantais 44,514 64,432
Stérail 94,403 26,134
1,418,192 864,984
8. S6cmhainni Seasta
Trealamh Teicneolaiocht  Troscin Sécmhainni  S6cmhainni IOMLAN
Faisnéise Taispeantas Siopai
COSTAS NO LUACHAIL € € € € € €
Ambhail ar 1% Eanair 2007 1,191,140 754,924 1,428,121 - 45,712 3,419,897
Coigeartti Tosaigh ar an gClar 1,213,176 (437,906) (839,939) 2,054,614 (45,712) 1,944,233
Breiseanna 197,807 97,536 17,700 238,896 - 551,939
Ambhail ar 31% Nollaig 2007 2,602,123 414,554 605,882 2,293,510 - 5,916,069
DIMHEAS CARNTHA
Ambhail ar 1% Eanair 2007 927,486 590,672 926,595 - 36,859 2,481,612
Coigeartu Tosaigh ar an gClar 1,205,498 (338,722) (566,782) 1,618,650 (36,859) 1,881,785
Muirear dimheasa don tréimhse 156,557 85,870 34,827 166,764 - 444,018
Ambhail ar 31% Nollaig 2007 2,289,541 337,820 394,640 1,785,414 - 4,807,415
GLANLUACH LEABHAR
Ambhail ar 31¢ Nollaig 2007 312,582 76,734 211,242 508,096 - 1,108,654
Ambhail ar 31¢ Nollaig 2006 263,654 164,252 501,526 - 8,853 938,285

(a) Usaideann Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann saor in aisce tailte agus foirgnimh at4 in tinéireacht an Stait agus
arna cothabhiil ag Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli.

(b) Chuir an Musaem bailchrioch i 2007 ar chomhaireamh cuimsitheach fisicidil na sécmhainni riarachdin
agus rinne iad a thaifeadadh ar chldr sécmhainni an Mhusaeim, atd cuimsithe anois sa chéras bainistiochta
airgeadais. Shainaithin an obair seo sdcmhainni fisicitila nér cuimsiodh roimhe sin i mbunachar sonrai
seachtrach an Mhusaeim. Ba gha na hiarmhéid a tuairisceadh a choigearti de bharr an easnaimh seo.

Coigeartu glan €62,448 a bhi i gceist.
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9. Debtors and Prepayments

2007 2006
€ €
Prepayments 71,112 45,693
Office of Public Works - 69,995
Travel Pass Scheme 19,190 24,143
Sundry - 365
Shop Debtors 4,304 4,342
94,606 144,538
10. Creditors: Amounts falling due within 1 year
2007 2006
€ €
Creditors (1,261) 33,008
Accruals 782,114 241,801
Paye/Prsi 244,154 391,850
VAT 29,511 61,828
Professional Services Withholding Tax 73,202 50,571
Payroll Deductions 340,966 189,109
1,468,686 968,167
11. Commitments
There were no commitments as at 31% December 2007.
12. Employee Costs
2007 2006
€ €
Salaries — Curatorial & Administration 7,810,670 7,119,421
Salaries — Education 287,379 338,058
Salaries - Museum Shop 379,890 307,696
8,477,939 7,765,175

Total number of staff employed by the National Museum of Ireland as at 31st December 2007 was 203
(2006:206) of which 2 (2006:8) employees are on secondment from the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism.
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9. Feichitinaithe agus Réamhiocaiochtai

2007 2006
€ €
Réamhiocaiochtai 71,112 45,693
Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli - 69,995
Scéim Pas Taistil 19,190 24,143
Ilchostais - 365
Féichiunaithe na Siopai 4,304 4,342
94,606 144,538
10. Creidiunaithe: Méideanna a bheidh dlite laistigh de bhliain amhain
2007 2006
€ €
Creiditinaithe (1,261) 33,008
Fabhraithe 782,114 241,801
foc Mar a Thuillir/Arachas Séisialta P4-Choibhneasta 244,154 391,850
Céin Bhreisluacha 29,511 61,828
Céin Shiar-Choinneadlach ar Sheirbhisi Gairmitla 73,202 50,571
Asbhainti P4-Rolla 340,966 189,109
1,468,686 968,167

11. Gealltanais

An caiteachas caipitil agus eile amach anseo atd ceangailte ar an gcomhlacht amhail ar 31 Nollaig 2007 agus

nach bhfuil san direamh ins na réitis airgeadais seo, suimionn sé €450,000.

12. Costais Fostaithe

2007 2006
€ €
Tuarastail — lucht Coimeddaiochta agus Riarachin 7,810,670 7,119,421
Tuarastail - lucht Oideachais 287,379 338,058
Tuarastail — Siopa an Mhusaeim 379,890 307,696
8,477,939 7,765,175

Bhi 203 duine foirne san iomlan fostaithe ag Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann ar an 31 Nollaig 2007 (2006:206).

Bhi beirt (2) des na fostaithe sin ar iasacht 6n Roinn Ealaion, Spéirt agus Turaséireachta (2006:8).
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13. Superannuation

Pension benefits in respect of staff who retired prior to Establishment Date of 3rd May 2005, continue to
be paid from the vote for Superannuation and Retired Allowances. Pensions benefits in respect of staff who
retired after the Establishment Date are, in accordance with the National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997,

payable by the National Museum of Ireland. These costs are provided for in these Financial Statements.

a) Pension Scheme
The National Museum of Ireland operates a defined benefit superannuation scheme for its employees.
The valuation used for FRS17 has been based on a full actuarial valuation updated to 31* December
2006 by a qualified independent actuary to take account of the requirements of FRS17 in order to
assess the scheme liabilities at 31%* December 2006. The financial assumptions used to calculate the

components of the defined benefit cost for the year ended December 31%, 2007 were as follows:

2007 2006 2005
Discount Rate 5.50% 5.50% 5.50%
Inflation Rate 2.00% 2.00% 2.00%
Rate of Salary Increases 4.00% 4.00% 4.00%
Rate of Pension Increases 4.00% 4.00% 4.00%

b) Net Deferred Funding for Pensions in year
2007 2006
€ €

Funding recoverable in respect of current year pension costs 2,400,000 2,560,000
State Grant applied to pay pensioners (50,000) (15,000)
2,350,000 2,545,000

c) Analysis of total pension costs charged to Expenditure

2007 2006
€ €
Current Service cost 1,400,000 1,600,000
Interest on Pension Scheme Liabilities 1,000,000 960,000
Employee Contributions (191,807) (149,173)
2,208,193 2,410,827
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13. Aoisliuntas

Bionn na sochair pinsin i leith na mball foirne a chuaigh ar scor roimh Déta Bunaithe an Mhusaeim 4 n-foc

f6s 6n Vota um Aoislitintais agus Litintais Scoir. T4 na sochair pinsin i leith na mball foirne a chuaigh ar

scor tar éis an Data Bunaithe inioctha, de bhun an Achta um Fhorais Chultuir, 1997, ag Ard-Mhusaem na

hEireann. T4 na costais seo san direamh ins na Raitis Airgeadais seo.

a) Scéim Pinsean

T4 scéim pinsean le sochar sonraithe i bhfeidhm ag Ard-Mhtsaem na hEireann i gcomhair a chuid

fostaithe. Bunaiodh luachail FRS17 ar luachéil iomldn achtuireach arna thabhairt cothrom le dita

an 31% Nollaig 2007 ag achtuire cailithe neamhspleach, de réir fordlacha FRS17, chun dliteanais na

scéime ar 31% Nollaig 2007 a mheastnt. Usaideadh na toimhdeana airgeadais seo a leanas chun

comhphdirteanna chostas an tsochair shainithe don bhliain dar crioch 31% Nollaig 2007 a riomh:

2007
Rata Lascaine 5.50%
Réta Boilscithe 2.00%
Rita Ardaithe na dTuarastal 4.00%
Rata Ardaithe na bPinsean 4.00%

b) Glanmhaoinit Iarchurtha do Phinsin sa Tréimhse

Maoinit in-aisghabhala i leith costas pinsean na bliana reatha

Deontas Stait a Gsdideadh chun pinsinéiri a foc

c) Anailis ar iomlan na gcostas pinsin a cuireadh chun dochair don Statchiste

Costas Seirbhis Reatha
Us ar Dhliteanais na Scéime Pinsean

Ranniocaiochtai na bhFostaithe

2006 2005
5.50% 5.50%
2.00% 2.00%
4.00% 4.00%
4.00% 4.00%
2007 2006
€ €
2,400,000 2,560,000
(50,000) (15,000)
2,350,000 2,545,000
2007 2006
€ €
1,400,000 1,600,000
1,000,000 960,000
(191,807) (149,173)
2,208,193 2,410,827
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d) Analysis of the recognised amount in a statement of total gains and losses (STRGL)

2007 2006
€ €
Experience losses/(gain) arising on scheme liabilities 938,000 (2,946,000)
Changes in assumptions underlying the present value of scheme liabilities -
938,000  (2,946,000)

e) Deferred Funding Asset for Pensions

NMI recognises these amounts as an asset corresponding to the unfunded deferred liability for

pensions on the basis of a number of past events. These events include the statutory basis for the

establishment of the superannuation scheme, and the policy and practice in relation to funding public

service pensions including the annual estimates process.

The directors understand that this funding policy will continue to meet this amount in accordance

with current practice.

The deferred funding asset for pensions as at 31 December 2007 amounted to €20,300,000

(2006: €17,012,000).

f) Movement in Net Pension Liability during the financial year

2007 2006
€ €
Net Pension Liability at 1st January (17,012,000) (17,413,000)
Current Service Cost (1,400,000) (1,600,000)
Interest Costs (1,000,000) (960,000)
Actuarial gain/(loss) (938,000) 2,946,000
Pensions paid in the year 50,000 15,000
Net Pension Liability at 31 December (20,300,000) (17,012,000)
g) History of experience gains and losses
2007 2006
€ €
Experience (gains)/losses on scheme liabilities 938,000 (2,946,000)
Percentage of the present value of scheme liabilities 5% (17%)
Total Amount recognised in Statement of total recognised gains and losses 938,000 (2,946,000)
Percentage of the present value of scheme liabilities 5% (17%)

14. Premises

The Commissioners of Public Works are responsible for the provision of services for the construction and

maintenance of the buildings occupied by the Museum. The costs involved are met from the Vote for the

Office of Public Works.
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d) Anailis ar an méid a aithniodh i raiteas de ghnochain agus do chaillteanais iomlana

2007 2006
€ €
Caillteanas (gnéthachan) iarbhir ar dhliteanais an scéim pinsean 938,000 (2,946,000)
Athrt na dtoimhdeana ar a mbunaitear luach dliteanas na scéime faoi ldthair - -
938,000  (2,946,000)

e) Sécmhainn Maoinithe Iarchurtha do Phinsin

Aithnionn an Musaem an tsuim seo mar shécmhainn a bhaineann le dliteanas iarchurtha gan

maoiniu dos na pinsin, ar bhonn roinnt cdinsi san am até caite. Cuimsionn na cdinsi sin bonn

reachtaiochta bunt an scéim aoisliuntais agus an beartas agus cleachtas maidir le pinsin na

seirbhise poibli a mhaoini, préiseas bliantuil na meastichdn san direamh.

Tuigeann na stitrthoiri go leanfar den bheartas maoinithe seo chun an tsuim seo a chur ar fiil,

faoi mar a déantar faoi lathair.
Luach €20,300,000 a bhi ar an sécmhainn maoinithe iarchurtha ar 31% Nollaig 2007
(2006: €17,012,000).

f) Gluaiseacht i nGlandliteanais Pinsin le linn na bliana airgeadais

2007 2006
€ €
Glan-Dliteanas Pinsean ar 1 Eandir (17,012,000) (17,413,000)
Costas Reatha na Seirbhise (1,400,000) (1,600,000)
Costas Uis (1,000,000) (960,000)
Barrachan/(caillteanas) Achtaireach (938,000) 2,946,000
Pinsin a iocadh i rith na bliana 50,000 15,000
Glan-Dliteanas Pinsean ar 31¢ Nollaig (20,300,000) (17,012,000)
g) Stair na ngndéchan agus na gcaillteanas iarbhir
2007 2006
€ €
(Gnéthachan)/caillteanas iarbhir ar dhliteanais na scéime 938,000  (2,946,000)
Céadatan de luach ldithreach dliteanas na scéime 5% (17%)
Iomlan a aithnitear sa Raiteas lomlan Gnéthachan agus Caillteanas 938,000  (2,946,000)
Céadatén de luach ldithreach dliteanas na scéime 5% (17%)

14. Aitreabh

T4 Coimisinéiri na nOibreacha Poibli freagrach as soldthar seirbhisi chun na foirgnimh até i seilbh an

Mhusaeim a thogail agus a chothabhdil. Véta Oifig na nOibreacha Poibli a sheasann costas na hoibre.
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15. Board Members - Disclosure of Transactions
The National Museum of Ireland has adopted procedures in accordance with guidelines issued by the
Department of Finance in relation to the disclosure of interests by Board Members, which have been adhered

to during the period.

16. Collections

a) a) The existing National Collections were not vested in the Board on establishment day. The Board
is of the view that valuing these collections or determining their original cost is impractical and
would not, in any event, yield information that is relevant or useful in assessing its stewardship of the
Collections. In the circumstances the Board has not treated Collections as assets in these financial
statements. While the cost and value of acquisitions made after establishment day are known, the
Board believes that to treat such acquisitions as assets in the financial statements would result in an
inconsistent treatment of the National Collections as a whole and would result in the Balance Sheet

giving a misleading view of the cost or value of the Collections which are under its control.

b) Artefacts/Specimens costs during the year comprised

2007 2006
€ €
Artefact purchases 1,135,742 1,172,519
Finders’ Rewards 13,712 330,000
Specimens purchases 30,904 16,865
Miscellaneous costs 23,866 48,566
1,204,224 1,567,950

17. Contingencies and Legal Actions

A legal settlement has been reached in respect of a personal injuries claim arising under the NMI’s ‘A Positive
Working Environment’ policy. The NMI has sought a contribution from its insurers, which has yet to be
agreed. Consequently the exact amount of the final liability after any insurance contributions cannot be

determined but will not exceed €45,000.

18. Comparative Figures

Assets under development of €338,721 represent the costs in relation to the implementation of a
comprehensive integrated Financial Management System, which is hosted by Department or Justice, Equality
and Law Reform, Shared Services Centre in Killarney. The project went live in January 2008. This Asset will be

capitalised in the Museums Financial Statements for 2008 when the asset is brought into use.

19. Approval of Financial Statements
The Financial Statements were approved by the Board on 19* November 2008.
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15. Combhaltai an Bhoird — Nochtadh Idirbheart
T4 nos imeachta glactha ag Ard-Mhiisaem na hEireann de réir na dtreoirlinte a chuir an Roinn Airgeadais
amach maidir le leasanna 4 nochtadh ag Combhaltai an Bhoird; cloiodh leis an nés sin i gcaitheamh na

tréimhse seo.

16. Bailiachain
a) Nior dilsiodh na Bailitichdin Naisiinta a bhi ann ar an L4 Bunaithe sa Bhord an uair sin. Is ¢ tuairim

an Bhoird ndr stuama an rud é luach a chur ar na bailitichdin sin nd a mbunchostas a chinntit
agus nach geuirfeadh sé eolas dbharthach nd usdideach ar fiil chun maoirseacht na mBailitichan a
mheastind. Ni mheasann an Bord na Bailiuchdin mar shocmhainni, da réir sin, ins na réitis airgeadais
seo. Cé gur fios costas agus luach na réada a insealbhajodh tar éis an La Bunaithe, measann an Bord
da n-direofai na hinsealbhaithe sin mar shocmhainni ins na rditis airgeadais nach gcaithfi leis na
Bailidchain Néisitinta iomldna de réir a chéile agus gur bhaolach go gcuirfeadh an Clar Comhardaithe
an léitheoir ar mithreoir d4 réir sin maidir le costas n6 luach na mBailitichén ata faoina stidir.

b) Costas na nDéantén/Eiseamal i rith na bliana:

2007 2006
€ €
Ceannach déantin 1,135,742 1,172,519
Duaiseanna do lucht faighte 13,712 330,000
Ceannach eiseamal 30,904 16,865
Ilchostais 23,866 48,566
1,204,224 1,567,950

17. Teagmbhais agus Caingne DIi

Measann an Bord gur féidir plé le gach teagmhas né ctis dli gan fiacha a tharraingt ar an Musaem.

18. Figiviri Comparaideacha

Is ionann na sécmhainni 4 bhforbairt dér luach €338,721 agus na costais go nuige seo a bhaineann le Coras
Bainistiochta Airgeadais cuimsitheach, comhthdite a chur i bhfeidhm, faoi choimirce an Roinn DIi agus Cirt,
Ionannais agus Athchoirithe DIi, a bhfuil an tlonad Seirbhisi Comhroinnte aici i gCill Airne. Rinneadh an
beochéras seo a adhaint i mi Eandir 2008. Déanfar an tsécmhainn seo a chaipitilit i Raitis Airgeadais an

Mhusaeim 2008 nuair a cuirtear an tsécmhainn in tsaid.

19. Faomhadh na Raiteas Airgeadais
D’thaomhaigh an Bord na Raitis Airgeadais ar 19 Samhain 2008.
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Is E AR GCUSPOIR:

SAMPLAf D'OIDHREACHT INIOMPARTHA ABHARACH NA EIREANN
AGUS STAIR A DULRA A BHAILIU, A CHAOMHNU, A CHUR CHUN CINN
AGUS A CHUR AR TAISPEAINT.

NA BAILIUCHAIN A LEIRMHINIU AGUS A CHUR CHUN CINN AGUS
ROCHTAIN A BHEITH AG LUCHT FEACHANA ORTHU IN EIRINN
AGUS THAR LEAR.

A BHEITH MAR AN GUTH UDARASACH AR NA GNEITHE ABHARTHA

D'OIDHREACHT, DE CHULTUR AGUS DE STAIR DHULRA NA HEIREANN.

AN PRIOMHROL A CHOINNEAIL O THAOBH OIDEACHAIS, TAIGHDE
AGUS SCOLAIREACHTA A BHAINEANN LEIS NA BAILIUCHAIN AGUS
LENA GCOMHTHEACSANNA.



Front Cover: The Sea Stallion from Glendalough, replica of an eleventh-century
Dublin Longship being lifted into Clarke Square, Collins Barracks, August 2007.

Back Cover: The Sea Stallion from Glendalough being returned to water in preparation
for its return voyage from Dublin to Roskilde, Denmark, May 2008.



